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SWITZERLAND. 


Osmtling? ttonnantde la nature sauv»ge, etdela tiamre cufrivje. An levant, lea fleurj du pnotraps — 
au ranli, lcs fruits de I'automne — au nerd, lea place* de Hu vex — tons let chiaiss dans le mhne lieu — teutts 
les tawacs dans le tnejne instant. — ItocsscaO 

HtlVETta, thine the prowess of the Spartan 1 
V ell hath thy hand responded to thy heart , 

Deep have thy fields of Morit and Morgartra 
Engraved thy name in glory’s dialing chart! 

What pulse but thrills — what vpint doth not «t»rt 
To tread the sod thy patriot champions freed ' 

To list the tales thy Alps and lakes impart— 

The hallowed fiame at Freedom’s thnne to feed. 

And hve like TcLt, or die like WrwKEtaieu — B. 


WEnDEMJEnG and Altstcttcn — the principal towns, or rather Tillages, in our 
route — are both distinguished in the page of history as the centre of important 
transactions, to «ome portion of which we may advert os we skirt the cantons 
of Appenzell and St.*GalL 

In the beginning of the fifteenth century, when the exploits of the confederate 
Swiss had awakened both envy and admiration among the pastoral inhabitants 
of Appenzell, the latter were mortified by the humiliating comparison between 
themselves and their more fortunate neighbours. Subjects of the abbey of 
St. Gall, they were burdened with taxes, insulted by the collectors, and treated 
as slaves rather than subjects of a religious establishment. Arbitrary measures 
were enforced by the servants of the abbot, and extortion openly practised in the 
pretended discharge of their functions One of these, the intendant of Schwendi, 
having imposed a heavy and arbitrary tax upon the produce of the datrv, 
whoever attempted to evade the payment was attacked by two ferocious dogs ; 
and if, be appealed to law, was not only denied all redress, but heard mth 
derision, and dismissed with insult. 
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The governor of Appenzell continued, in tlic exercise of Jus claim as lienor, 
to harm and exasperate the people m a manner which nothing hut the 
force of habitual degradation and suffering, and a sense of their own inferiority 
m numerical strength, could have tolerated As one of his established claims, 
the governor was heir to the best suit of clothes left b} ever) individual who 
died within Ins distret, and in one instance, where, in the case of o poor 
farm!), this right had been disputed or overlooked, he caused the body to be 
taken from the grave, and stnpt of the dress in which the children had buried 
their parent Cases of similar outrage against humanity we piss over but 
at length the indignation of the inhabitants, kindled into action, was directed 
to the cvnes of these human vultures, whom, with exemplary forbearance, 
the} mere!} expelled from the scenes and exercise of their iniquitous practices 
The abbot, alarmed at the*c symptoms of freedom, appealed to his allies, 
the ten imperial towns of Suabia, who, regardless of the representations math 
b} the deputies of Appcnzcll, reinstated the governors in office. These, flushed 
with the victory thus obtained, and instigated b} revenge, redoubled their 
exaction*, and inflicted upon the inhabitants ever} cumc of feudal despotism 
In tie mean time, the inhabitants of St. Gall began, also, to feel and resent 
certain imposts on ih part of the abbot, end, instigated b} the same ft. am and 
interests, cntrrrd into an alliance with their neighbours of Apptnzcll for the 
mu‘ual jrotection of their nnnint rights To defeat this, the nbhol increased 



let rotr ror iiwktt. 


i* «■ tl T» *p«*«' Ij tntimi'c-! th-ir advance, an 1 the A{ pcnsclle**, tAmg leave 
if il fir wim ami clillrtn, iu«!rd f rth to mnt the tirrctit Hcmfircrd 
hr tw > ! ot !r«l n en from GUru, and three hundred from Schwyz, they 
mutcml t«o tli turn! string — the entire male population, rritii the cxctjtum 
of t* e aped an ! c? »* Ircti T i„!ity < f the Appen-rH ilup’irnU posted themselves 
*■> ai to command the lolltw trap, while their auxilunri from SrWyz and 
GLn* | lantnl llirir itibdisition* In the stt«oJ Tim enemy'* rivalry mlrmrrd 
n excellent ortS r , hut in an instant tie ei„hlT rim m atnhudi opened ujkh 
tl fill with their *ltn*» Mil Imccs, while the <tlurt, debouching from the 
thichtt*, attacked tlctn in ihnL, anl thus hemmed in ami n addeticd by the 
mi v l« »lu voted up< n them, the cavalry were thrown into confusion 
With devjwnle t fT rt» and *enoti» loss, howescr, tl rv gained the «ummit, 
l tit there, licmg encountered by tie entire firce of Apjicnxcll, led ly Jacob 
llameh, their poution became v« one, and their haler*, anxion* to regno the 
plain, where the Appensellcr* would full >w and lose their present advantage, 
paw the wi rd '* Hack l" Tlu* ioniums monovy liable, repealed from rank to 
ruth, and meeting tho*e in tl nar, led to a »upi»o«mon that the day ava* 
lost, and »tnick a thorough panic into the advancing column Seizing their 
a 'vantage, the Coifedmtc* nidifd ujvon llu. disordered troop* from terry 
point, and inflicted drradful havoc upon them a« ther fled m confuted iwas«c* 
along the liollow Six hundred carahcr* in heiry mad Jiy dead in the pass, 
to lull tin ip comrades, galled by the alin c t, and swords, and clulet of the shep- 
herd*, 1 robe down the rani* of their own infantry , and crushing their unhapi v 
associate*, greatly added to the terror and camagt of the day 

The tidings of tin* disaster earned grief and comtcmvtu n into the ten imperial 
towns — all of which had lo*t, in support of the abbot, imnv of their !k* 1 citizens 
and most experienced soldiers A reluctant peace was the consequence t he 
abbot wa» abandoned to hi* own resources , and fet ling the cntieal position into 
which the temporal interest* of the church were thus thrown, he made a j owerlul 
appeal to Frederick of Austria, taking for the lmis of Ins argument, that 
unless these insurrections were immediately crushed by his powerful arm 
A I pcnziH would be annexed to Switzerland, and every inch of the Austrian 
possessions sold to foment the rebellion Tins prediction startled the duLt 
f >r the loss of the Higher Alps, where lumsclf and subject* possessed soverugntv 
and scignory, was a danger not to be incurred so long as lio had a single regi 
ment ot Ins disposal After some deliberation, therefore, he promised once more 
to interpose lus powerful ami A numerous force, commanded by experienced 
nobles, was speedily under arms, and forming itself into two divisions, marched 
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upon Arbon and <st GaU The news of this fresh armament summoned the 
Appenzellers once more to their standard, an assembly was instantly called to 
concert measures of defence, and while yet deliberating, Rudolf of Werdenberg 
suddenly entered the circle, and thus addressed the patriots “ The duke's 
army is ogam m motion — and e\en now, perhaps, violates our sacred frontier — 
driving the car of destruction over our hearths, and the brands of desolation 
into our duellings Ye all know me — who, and whence I am , now learn, 
also, wherefore X thus abruptly intrude on jour deliberations The sacred 
ground of Werdenberg, transmitted to me through a long lino of ancestors, 
whose piety and personal valour were still nobler monuments than their 
possessions, has been seized by Austrian rapacity, the instruments of whose 
robbery are even now rioting in the hall of my fathers I Stnpt of my inheri- 
tance, lhavc nothing left but the sword of Werdenberg, and my incorruptible 
faith , these I offer you with a heart warm in your cause, and an arm prepared 
to second you in every enterprise "Will jou receive me as a free fellow - 
citizen * 

“ "We will — we will' exclaimed the assembly, in one simultaneous shout 
whereupon the count, stripping himself of the rich dress and arms of a noble, 
and substituting the coarse habit of a shepherd, exclaimed— “ Now am I free 
indeed* and wearing the garb of freemen, henceforth I wield only the sword 
of freedom, and live or die m its cause This frank avowal won every heart, 
and well assured from his past conduct that Rudolf of "Werdenberg could 
never act a traitors part, they elected him by acclamation for their general, 
and under his directions threw up fortifications along the frontier, renewed the 
adiance with St Gall, and speedily found themselves m a position to give the 
invaders a reception worthy of their cause 

On one of those drizzly day3 which so frequently prevail in the Alps in 
the month of June, the mam "body of tlie Austrian force defiling through the 
Rbeinthal, crossed the frontier of Appenzell, and began their ascent of the 
An den stoss The short grass, and the path rendered slippery by the ram 
opposed great obstacles to their process , while the Appenzellers,, to the 
amount of four hundred, taking full advantage of those means which the nature 
of the ground placed at them disposal, and acting on former precedents, con 
turned to roll masses of loosened rock, and logs of timber upon the invaders 
The terror and confusion thus occasioned among the Austrians, may be imagined 
but though it obstructed it did not stop their progress At length, when about 
half way up, Rudolf of Werdenberg gave the signal to charge, and at the same 
instant the Appenzellers rushed from all sides, uttering fearful shouts, and 
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lallmg upon tlie enemy’s broken files, committed dreadful Havoc Rudolf, bare- 
footed, like those he led and who thus found a surer footing, pressed his advantage 
The bows of the Austrians, now that the strings had become relaxed and useless 
from the rain, were onlj an incumbrance, their spears and swords, therefore, 
opposed to those of the shepherds, maintained for some time a desperate conflict, 
and compensated for other disadvantages by receiving a constant accession to 
their numbers Suddenly, a fresh body of Appenzellers debouched from the 
wood, and manceuvnng as if they intended to cut off the Austrians’ retreat, 
the latter became panic-struck at the sight, fled precip tately, and, being pursued 
for sue hours along the Rheinthal, by the vindictive swords of their opponents, 
left man} of their braiest combatants in the track. 

In the mean time, the second division of the Austrians, fed by the Duke 
in person, and laying waste the country through which it advanced, encamped 
in great force and splendour under the ramparts of St Gall These, however, 
as he conjectured, being too strong and well manned to surrender without a 
struggle, the duke waved the experiment, and directed the full tide of his 
vengeance towards Arbon But here the citizens, forming themselves into 
reconnoitring hands, gave his advanced guard such a warm reception near the 
Haupthsberge, as to stagger the whole body, and convince their leader that the 
march to Appenzell was not to be a triumphal progress Informed, at the same 
time, of the disastrous events on the Stoss, his rage and disappointment knew no 
bounds , and he made a solemn vow on the spot not to leave the country, till 
he should have inflicted summary chastisement upon the authors of this 
disgrace to the Austrian flag But while pnnees only propose, God disposes 
Resolved on the accomplishment of his sanguinary project, the duke caused 
it to be giren out that his orders were to march back info the Tyrol, and 
with this appearance he continued his retreat towards the Rhine On reaching 
the village of Thai, however, the ruse was dropt, his real object divulged, 
and the troops ordered to «cale the steep acclivities of the Wolfshalden — a 
measure by which he hoped to entrap the Appenzellers in the midst of their 
security, and exercise fearful retaliation for his late defeat. The latter, 
accustomed to witness the tempest borer over their heads, even /rum a Wear 
sky, were prepared for the same transition m the moral as in the natural world , 
so that where the Austrians expected to find them asleep, they found the sentinels 
at their post, the whole population on the alert, and Werdenberg and bis 
warriors, fully apprised of the mysteries of the game, ready to rush upon them 
once more with the appalling shout of — “ Freedom and Appenzell 

The Austrians, justly apprehensive of an ambuscade, and hastily assuming 
\oi n c 
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the defensive, met the assailants on an advantageous post near the church, and 
fought with a courage -worthy of a better cause Forty of the Appenzellers sank 
under the swords and spears of the invaders, hut over their bodies, their 
sons and brothers rushed with such impetuosity, that the duke’s second ranks 
were broken at several points, the brave fell fighting, the mass fled, and the 
declivities of the "Wolfshalde were strewn with the slam The rout was 
complete, and with the doable disgrace of detection and discomfiture, Frederick 
of Austria withdrew his shattered forces beyond the Rhine. The result needs 
not here he dwelt upon The people of Appenzell had now evidence of their 
own strength, and with the fame of their exploits, united the sweets of freedom 
The hereditary possessions of "Werdenberg were wrested from the Austrians, 
and restored to their owner , while Rudolf, in the proud association of shepherds, 
enjoyed that happy independence to which, by lus sword and counsel, he had 
so nchly contributed 

For nearly a century past, the village of Gais, Dot far from the scene of tins 
victory, and two thousand eight hundred and eighty feet above the sea, has 
been much resorted to by strangers, as well as natives, for the sake of the 
goats whey -diet, or mflken kur, which has been found to contribute very 
essential benefit in cases where more artificial means have failed. Of this 
beverage, upwards of a hundred quarts are consumed every morning during 
the summer. It is brought quite fresh and warm from the clnlets, jn the high 
pasturage of the Scntis Alp, and distributed in glasses to the guests who meet 
every morning at the sound of a bell — a signal employed to draw the wliey- 
dnnkcrs from their several apartments, which, owing to the great influx of 
visitors for some years past, ore often difficult to ho procured 
* The salutary effects of this simple regimen, aided by exercise, amusement, 
and the invigorating air of these mountains, gam fresh testimony every season 
In certain states of disease in the pulmonary and digestive organs, a course of 
goat’s whey has been found eminently successful, and may bo still further lm 
proved in its beneficial virtues, by combtmng it with tlie jelly of Iceland moss 

Several mineral springs in the immediate neighbourhood enjoy considerable 
reputation lor their salubrious qualities O! fhc3c, the Baths of Grutx and 
Schustcimdde, as well osWcwsbad and Waldstatt, are much frequented, and 
often employed m conjunction with the whey regimen * 

• On tl « trtiptojrmf nt of lh« whey Jrt.ro fixed ndrt have born Uni ilimn l but *U<r »Jrlee U to be 
b»d on the »y»t from tUa tnU'nt jJiyMtUtw. »Ko V*r« dr.ottd It*, r it or,< on to IV » u \ and can 
j-rtmetmo- with certainty on rtrry ci* «kr« It may be fiticnW with apec lie ajrantajo 

Tbowwhowl.1 for BKtfiiTW.hr Information m th , .ulj-tt will And « am[ 1y trr-«« J m filr-ntr'a 
U Itilw ai>1 in a I c I af *t»l bv kaotfdt 
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Hensau is tne chief place of the canton. It contains several manufac- 
turing establishments, chiefly of linen, and embroidered muslins, which are 
a source of prosperity to the inhabitants. The situations of the Rosenberg, 
and Schwanburg, former]} occupied by castles which were razed during the 
struggle for liberty, are universally admired as points of view. The approach 
to the convent of AYonnestein, the ravine of Times ch and Hundwyl, where 
the Protestant inhabitants hold their general meetings every two years,* are 
all interesting, and full of attractions to the pedestrian, who would earn the 
luxury of health by the exercise of his limbs 


“ \re not these mountains, warts, and shin, * part 
Of Ibee and of thy aoa! as thou of them l 
Is not the lote of these deep in thy heart 
With a pure passion f* 

‘ To *5t on rock*— to muse otr flood and fell. 

To slowly trace the forest s shady scene 
Where thing* that turn not man a dominion dwell 
\nd mortal foot hath ne er, or rarely been 
To el mb the traehless mountain all unseen 
With the wild flock that neTer nredj a fold 
Atone o er steeps and foaming falls to Iran 
Thu is not solitude , tts but to hold 

Copterte with nature s charms and tie* her ttore* unrolled 

Before closing our sketch of this canton, we shall add a few words ou the 
"Wild Kirchlem, or chapel of the desert, to which most of those who visit this 
sublime scenery devote a day’s excursion From the Baths of Weissbad, a 
rugged path, steep, and strewn with the debris of rocks, conducts across the 
Bommen Alp, and in about an hour and a half, brings us to a wooden bridge, 
suspended over a frightful cliasm, and leading to a chapel, ingeniously con 
structed m a cavern of the rocks Few scenes can be more appalling than 
what is here offered, in taking the first step on the bndge Most spectators, 
unless familiar with such scenes, experience an involuntary shudder as they 
suddenly come in sight of the precipice beneath, which descends to a depth 
of two hundred and fifty feet perpendicular, and the wild and savage grandeur 
with which the whole scene is invested The view to the south is magnificent 
comprising the still, silvery lake of the See- Alp scooped out of the Sentis, and 
giving birth to the Sitter, the ghttenng coune of which is also a striking 

• The Lsndtgenie nde or general assembly compns nj about ten thousand of the male population. 

I» betd at Trogen, in Stay The most in crest ng of these pol t cal meetings are those of th a canton, and 
Sch*ytx and CUru. 
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feature in the picture. Immediately overhead, the rocky walls of the Ebcn-Alp 
soar into the sky, and shut out the world ; while precipices and * alleys, frowning 
with winter, or brilliant with verdure, come alternately into view, and by 
singular contrasts, give a character to the landscape which it is impossible to 
describe. 

Having accomplished this pas3, the church of the desert, as its name imports, 
comes into sight; and a more extraordinary position for a shrine it would be 
diffi cult to select, even in the Alps. Behind the chapel, a grotto opens into 
the rock, the walls of which are covered with lac-lune ; and here an altar is 
erected. The view from the window is unrivalled. Tlus savage and solitary 
retreat was chosen by a native of AppcnzcU, named Ulmann, who built the 
chapel in 1656, and made the cavem his abode. From that time, the second 
grotto has been occupied during the fine season, by a hermit, who rings the 
chapel hell five times every day — a signal at which the shepherds of the Alps 
fall on their knees in the exercise of prayer. The following stanzas may, perhaps, 
serve as a specimen of the vesper-hymn which is still heard undulating from 
cliff to cliff, when the sun goes down, and the shepherds of Appenzell accom- 
pany Ins setting with prayer. 

Brothers 1 the day declines , shove the glacier brightens, 

And red through llundwyl pines, the vesper halo lightens 
From hamlet, rock, sod chllet, your grateful song be poured, 

Till mountain, lake, and vslley, re-echo— Praise the Lord* 

The sun sleeps in the west i the stirs gleam bright and cold. 

And bring the hour of rest to the shepherd and bis fold 
Now swell the mountain chorus to Him our sires adored , 

Whose glorious wotka betoie us, still whisper — Praise the Lord 1 
And hark ! below, aloft, from clif& that pierce the cloud, 

From blue lake calm and soft, tolled m its twilight shroud — 

Fresh strength our anthem gathers) from Alp to tip 'tis poured — 

The song that soothed our fathers — Ye shepherds, praise the Lord ! 

Now, from forest, flood, and fell. Jet the voice of old and young — 

All the strength of Appenzell — true of heart, and sweet of tongue. 

The grateful hymn prolong, and tune the spirit's chord 

' HaWe’iujah to the Lord 1— MS. 

He-enterwg the canton of St. Gaff, on our route into that of Thurgan, or 
Thurgovie, the capital offers attractions of which most travellers will gladly 
avail themselves. The style of its private and public edifices — its squares and 
capacious streets, with numerous ornamental fountains, give it an air of elegance 
and luxury peculiarly striking. The Benedictine Abbey, the original nucleus 
of the town, and for so many ages the residence of its prince-abbots, though 
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now fcurtailed of its privileges, is still an object of deep veneration among the 
faithful, and like its neighbour, Emsjedeln, tlie resort of numerous pilgrims, 
by whose liberality and superstition the tomb of St Gall is rendered a source 
of extensive and voluntary tribute The Abbey Church, a magnificent structure, 
with the buildings of the ancient abbey, and another, called the Pfalz, or 
palace, serve as the residence of the government, while the Convent has been 
converted into a college of public instruction, under the direction of eleven 
professors The churches of St Lawrence, and St Mangen, the Arsenal, the 
Orphan Hospital, and the Casino, are the principal buildings, of which the 
hospital is particularly striking The Library, long celebrated for its rare 
treasures, is arranged in a magnificent hall It contains upwards of a thousand 
manuscripts, part of the collection formed by the historian Tschudi, the 
Niebelungenhed, a manuscript poem of the twelfth century, upon which 
*otne interesting lectures were lately delivered at Gottingen, by Dr Hamm , and 
the chronicle of Trund The Town Library contains the manuscripts of the 
celebrated Vadianus, so distinguished at the period of the Reformation as 
burgomaster ot the town , the bust of Zollikofer, the most powerful preacher 
of his tune in Germany, the portrait of Zingg by A Graf, with an extensive 
cabinet of petrifactions from the neighbouring districts Besides these 
libraries, another, belonging to a literary society, is nch m all that relates to 
die history of the country at large, and of St Gall in particular 
The commerce of the place consists chiefly of muslin, extremely fine in 
texture, and silver embroidery, as well as every other variety of that manu 
facture, which is here conducted on a much more extensive scale than in an) 
other part of Switzerland The population of the town is now estimated at 
ten thousand, constituting about a thirteenth part of that of the canton, which 
is annually increasing Of the entire papulation, the Catholic part is estimated 
at eighty thousand , that of the reformed at fifty thousand, who inhabit chiefly 
the capital, the small district of IVerdenberg, and predominate in the valleys 
of Toggenburg and the Bhine The effects of industry are every where more 
or less evident , but a great portion of the rural population still groan under 
the trammels of ignorance and superstition — a yoke more difficult to throw 
off than that of despotism Education, however, begins to extend its influence 
and to be held in just appreciation Let us hope, therefore, that the day may 
soon arrive, when their love of education will rival that of liberty, and when 
these two inestimable blessings will be found mutually to embrace and consoh 
date each other 

The great council of the canton, consisting of one hundred and fifty members, 

\OL II b 
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with the landamman at their head, exercise the sovereign power, and elect from 
their own body the lesser council of thirteen members, in whom is reposed 
the administrative and executive authority. The supreme tribunal, at which nine 
judges preside, is constituted in like manner. The two religious professions 
administer their ecclesiastical affairs, as well as whatever relates to religious 
establishments and the business of education, separately The reformed elerg\ 
constitute a synod, which assembles once every year at St Gall, at which two 
members of the government are present 'With the exception of Sargans, 
on the Grison frontier, the Catholic clergy have hitherto formed part of the 
diocese of Constance Of the monastic establishments which stiU flourish in 
the canton, there are four convents, and eleven nunneries, all more or less nchly 
endowed, and possessing temporal as well as spiritual interests in the country 
The facilities for education, and the incentives to industry, are happily on the 
increase, and the prospects of the canton, as applicable to its moral and political 
condition, prosperous and encouraging 

At the tumultuous epoch of the Trench Revolution, St Gall, like its neigh- 
bours, became the scene of anarchy and misrule The people could no longer 
hear the accumulating weight of taxes, court exactions, and acts of servitude, 
bv which the) were excluded from the blessings of freedom, and held m 
degrading bondage Witli every accession of new territory to the abbey, 

their own rights and privileges were curtailed they felt that their privations 
increased in proportion as their monastic rulers prospered Five of the 
communes, therefore, speedd) seconded by others, laid their grievances before 
the abbot, and claimed redress for sixty different abuses which bad come to 
light The Abbot Bcda, a man of enlightened mind, and a natnc of Tliurgau, 
knowing the necessities of the people, would gladly liave lessened their burdens, 
but of all hw ecclesiastics, two only seconded him m a purpose so just ami 
laudable Much intrigue and negotiation on the part of the monks followed. 
At length the Prince-Abbot, detecting their artifice, represented to them the 
imminent danger of fomenting, at such a crisis, the quarrels between rulers and 
tlwif subjects IV ace was the end, conciliatory measures the only arms to be 
emplovcd in a questnn which they were bound by llieir character to convert 
to the glorv of God, and the good of his people * But,’ said lie, “if yt be 
resolred to mh tip conscquuices hv openly resisting our suljccts, I withdraw 
from tin unh *ly contest, and throw my self at once into the arms of my people " 
riicrtsull of thu was. the concession of extensive privileges, by which the people 
were empowered to choose their own senate and council of war, to hold general 
assemblies, to nominate the municipal officer*, and to purchase exemption 
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from their oppressive burthens Servitude was also abolished, and an act 
published, by which all ecclesiastics, and others engaged in the public service — 
but hitherto exempted hy virtue of office— were ordered to contribute their 
portion to the expenses of the state Blessings were poured on the good Beds 
from every comer of the jurisdiction, but the monks, although in appearance 
consenting to these salutary measures, were inwardly incensed at his submission, 
and continued to lay insidious plans for defeating las object With this new, 
they signed a secret act for the defence of tlieir rights against the people — 
rights, which had only originated and been perpetuated through a long course 
of tyranny , and to this, even the guardians of the abbey clandestinely assented, 
and fomented the opposition against the pious and philanthropic weirs of the 
worth) abbot So difficult is it for those who have once tasted the sweets of 
power, and the fruits of despotism, to become amenable to the same laws, and 
members of the same community, with the humble, hut more worth), citizens 
who»e rights they have abused 

At length, when the arms of Austria had won some temporary advantage 
in Swabia, and had crossed the Rhine to prosecute the campaign in Switzerland, 
the cause of freedom seemed for a time paralysed. St Gall had now a new 
abbot, m the person of Pancratius Forster, who, countenanced by a change 
in the political aspect of the country, began Ins career by re-establishing on 
his territory a degree of servitude still more insupportable than the former 
He annulled, by the bands of Austrian dragoons, tbe articles of emancipation 
previously accorded. He broke open the national archives, and earned off the 
important documents they contained But he soon experienced the fatal results 
of his measures, and felt that power, founded on injustice, is but a fortress built 
on sand, which the first floods will overthrow Perceiving that men are never 
so strong as when thej act under a consciousness of right, and contend for 
their natural privileges as citizens, the abbot was soon convinced that there 
was but one alternative to which a people, now roused from their lethargy, and 
actuated by tbe all pervading spint of freedom, could submit , and this w as tbe 
confirmation of those rights in which they liad been so lately installed by hi* 
predecessor— the pious and patriotic Beda. 

On the many interesting subjects to which vre should advert m a survey of 
this territory, the brevity of our plan will not permit us to dilate But we 
would recommend all who visit those districts, to make the tour of the Toggen 
burg, so famous far the war of that name, and so remarkable for the beauty 
and grandeur of its natural scenery The ancient counts of Toggenburg were 
the most “ potent sigmors" of Switzerland Their domestic fortress crowned 
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a rock not far from the present com cut of Tiscliiiipcn It was from a window 
of this castle that the Count Henry, in a paroxysm of jealous}, precipitated 
his wife, “ the beautiful Ida, into the chasm at its base On the finger of 
her page he had perceived her wedding ring, which, lias mg been left at an open 
lattice, had been earned off by a raven, and dropt at the foot of the rocks, where 
the servant, unconscious of its value or character, had picked it up, and, by way 
of security, put it on his finger Ida, however, mode a miraculous escape 
from the summary and unjust punishment intended for her, by laying hold of 
some shrubs that overhung the fearful abyss, and held her for a time suspended 
between life and death After her rescue, her innocence was fully proved, 
and acknowledged by all But incapable of longer cherishing affection for n 
husband, who, in addition to the violent death intended for herself, had caused 
the innocent servant to be dragged to death at the tail of a wild horse, (a fact 
which might have suggested the story of Mnzeppa ) she withdrew from worldly 
admiration, and, ending her clouded pilgrimage in a cell at risdungen, left 
her piety as an example to all her sex, and her story as a legacy to some poet 
of after times Let us hope that the subject, and its scenery — a virgin theme 
— may yet attract the notice of some modem troubadour, and the story of the 
beautiful Ida be clothed with the charms of song 


THURGAU AND SCHAITHAUSEN 


The Swab an waters 1 on whose slumbering breast 
The HI atian Alps repose n shadowy rest 
Wh le faint and far along the p ne clad be ght 
The t llage churcl and watcl tower gl mmer wh te 
And o er the forest frown n snowy swell 
The proud and peopled cliffs of Appenzell. — • 


The Canton of Thuxgau lays claim to none of those sublime and savage 
features which characterise the cantons of the higher Alps The wild and the 
wonderful, the snowy desert, the glaciers, the mountain gorge, the dark ravine 
the giddy precipice, the foaming torrent the Alpine pastures, the chalets and 
their summer population are all replaced by fresh combinations of objects in 
which the beautiful and the picturesque predominate, and where Nature, laying 
aside her robe of horrors, is radiant with summer fruits, and npening with 
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harvests This transition from the storm-girt regions of Appenzell, to tire 
redundant fertility of Thnrgan, is one of the most striking that can be met 
with, the climate and productions of which are as strongly contrasted as those 
of Spitzbergen and the Bay of Naples Equally populous, cultivated, and 
productive, the valley of the Thur forms the granary of German Switzerland 
"Wheat fields, nneyarcL, and orchards, are closely and luxuriantly interspersed 
• — the latter so much so, as to give to the country the appearance of one 
uninterrupted garden, through whose various and undulating mass of verdure, 
spires, towers, hamlets, chateaux, and dilapidated forts, glimmer at intervals,— 
bringing at once the past and present before us, and offering a thousand 
pleasing anticipations of tbe future 

Frequent along tbe water? Bair fry marge 
In ihade or tuns bine floated Pleasure a barge 
Wfide, glad from vintage-ground, tbe Hgverm 
Poured forth tbe pathos of Helvetian song — 

Tbe song cf Liberty 1 whose quickening spell 
Can rouse tbe frozen chase or forest dell — 

And, beard on Freedom ■ hills, wlut heart but o»m 
Tbe more than magic thrilling in is tones — • 

The hills are all of moderate elevation, rarely exceeding two thousand five 
hundred feet above Constance, but, enclosing three small lakes well stocked 
with fish, are at once the reservoir and the source of fertilizing streams The 
tipper Thurgau, or that portion which borders the lake of Constance from 
Axbon to Stein, presents a scene of unrivalled fertility — producing, generally, 
two crops of flax in the year, succeeded by a third of rye, and all from the 
Same field A forest of apple and pear tree**, tlic finest in Switzerland, 
and several leagues in extent, bears ample testimony to the qualities of soil 
and dimate by which this district is so eminently favoured Some of these 
trees severally yield an annual product of from sixty to a hundred bushels, 
which, converted to cider, are valued at five or six louis-dor 

Agriculture, within the last twenty jears, has made great progress, and 
Cvrourcd bv the Abbey of Kreutzhnghen, — which acts upon the system of rural 
rconomv ro successfully introduced bj M Fcllcnberg, — it promises to carry that 
noble art to a degree of perfection hitherto unknown in Switzerland 

The manufactures, with the exception of the silk mills at Frauenfe’d, are 
the same as those alreadv stated in St- Gall The linen and cambric of 
Thurgau, though slightly depreciated since the introduction of cotton, are still 
in high estimation, and fetch better prices in the market than any yet produced 
by their neighbours. The principal export is grain, of which a vast quantity 
rot. ft r 
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stranger*, the Pope, and the Fmperor Sigismund, presided The former, 
who had succeeded Alexander V, and taken the name of John XXIII, 
was a man, according lo the historians of tint day, of insatiable ambition, 
unbounded /nance, and, though possessing some talents as a politician, without 
a single redeeming urtuc as an ecclesiastic He made Ins entry into Constance, 
attended b) nine Cardinals, several archbishops and inferior prelates, forming, 
altogether, a suite of six hundred persons, and was received with all possible 
magnificence The whole bod) of the clerg) met him in procession, hearing 
the relics of saints, offering presents, and celebrating lus arrival ns a solemn and 
pompous fttc AH the mngislroty and cml orders of the city, ns well as the 
vast multitude of foreigners whom the occasion had brought from the remotest 
parts of Christendom, escorted him in triumph to the episcopal palace, saluting 
him as the ^ icar of Jesus Christ — the Vicegerent of God on earth * 

Sigismund, how ever, was, in csirj rispcct, the hero of the council, and 
ad led to lus other imperial titles, that of “ Advocate and Defender of the 
Church" To his person, Nature had been liberal m her fat ours, he was a 
man of heroic stature, martial port, and noble presence, and inferior to no 
prince of Ins time in personal courage, or knightly accomplishments Although 
lie had onl) entered lus forty-seventh year, lie had experienced more vicissi 
tudes of fortune than any sovereign of lus time IIis reverses and imprison 
incut in Hungary, and Jus ill success against the Turks, had somewhat softened, 
it is said, his natural]) cruel propensities, and tauglit him lessons of justice 
and forbearance But this testimony in his farour is much imalidated 
by lus subsequent conduct during the sanguinary deliberations and sen 
tences of the Council It is related of him, that, having one day ennobled 
a doctor of medicine, (but whom personal merit had already ennobled ) he thus 
expressed himself “ Could I inspire talent os I now confer title, I si ould 
lia\e just cause to be proud, but he wno in one day can create a hundred 
nobles, cannot create one man of talent It was one of his maxims that 
“ a pnnee who cannot dissemble, is unfit to reign — a maxim b) which his safe 
conduct to John Huss seems to have been regulated 

Wien lust cl arged with the crime of 1 eresy, Huss was cited to appear before 
the tribunal at Rome Apprehending a design against his life, 1 e Dispatched 
proxies to answer for his orthodoxy , but the«e were treated with great indignity 
and thrown into prison lie was then excommun cated , and appealed to tie 
Council of Constance which was on the eve of assembling In pursuance 

• lie u » <1 to have brought «, I h m to the coune I one m U on of dues i— the knowledge of w! ich h*s 
of tsrif no *n*> 1 rcco nmeoiia on to popular y 
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IVhJlr hurrying fctt, and trillings to and fro 
Spread the wild panic of impending woe 
The prince and prelates shuddered at the a gn — 

The monk stood dumb before the darkened shrine 
With faultenng hand upraised the ctoss on h gb 
To chase that disinat omen from the tky • 

It is probable that the English monks, at least, who were then present at 
the council, had not jet forgotten the earthquake which, some years before, 
had nearly demolished the monastery where they had formed themselves into 
a tribunal for the trial of Wickliffe * 

As a preliminary to the sentence pronounced upon Huss, seven bishops were 
appointed for the ceremony of degradation — a process too tedious and disgusting 
for insertion in these pages This done, he was delivered bj the prelates to 
the Emperor, as “ advocate and defender of the Church, and thence to the 
Elector Palatine, as Vicar of the Empire, with commands to see the sentence 
carried into effect Finally, he was given up to the magistrates of the city, 
and by them to the executioner, to be burnt in a held, prepared for that tragic 
spectacle, beyond the walls The crowd which followed the procession was 
immense, at which the princes, with an armed escort of eight hundred men, 
assisted On his way to the place of martyrdom, Huss w as detained in front 
of the bishop's palace to witness the public cremation of his own and Wickhffe s 
boots Arrived in front of the pile on which he was to be sacrificed, he fell 
upon his knees, and repeated, with a loud voice, passages from the 51st, and 
other penitential psalms At length, when the stated time had expired, he 
signified a desire to address the people, but was prevented by the Elector 
Palatine, who gave orders to have the fire kindled forthwith — but the details 
are too revolting to be ventured upon at large “ Never,’ says iEneas Sylvius, 
m bis personal narrative of this spectacle — “ never did philosopher meet the 
pangs of natural dissolution with such fortitude, as that with which John Huss, 
and Jerome of Prague, delivered their bodies to the flames 

In observance of a clause m the sentence, the ashes of the h um an victim 
were carefully collected from the pyre, and thrown into the Khme When 
we last visited the spot, we were shown, on removing the long grass with which 
it was covered, a black oaken stake driven into the ground, intended to mark 
the centre of the pile, and which had been substituted for the original stone 
placed there m record of the auto-da fe From this spot a red clay is pro- 
cured, of which likenesses of John Huss, and Jerome of Prague, are modelled in 
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While hurrying feet, snd trillings to and fro 

Spread the uitd panic of impending woe 

The prince and prelates shuddered at the sign — 

The moot stood dumb before the darkened shone 
With faidienng hand upraised the cross on high 
To chase that distnal omen from the sky * 

It is probable tbat the English monks, at least, who were then present at 
the council, had not yet forgotten the earthquake which, some years before, 
had nearly demolished the monastery where they had formed themselves into 
a tribunal for the trial of Wickhffe * 

As a preliminary to the sentence pronounced upon Suss, seven bishops were 
appointed for the ceremony of degradation — a process too tedious and disgusting 
for insertion m these pages This done, he was delivered by the prelates to 
the Emperor, as “ advocate and defender of the Church, and thence to the 
Elector Palatine, as Vicar of the Empire, with commands to see the sentence 
earned into effect Finally, he was given up to the magistrates of the city, 
and by them to the executioner, to be burnt in a field, prepared for that tragic 
spectacle, bejond the walls The crowd which followed the procession was 
immense, at which the pnnees, with an armed escort of eight hundred men, 
assisted. On his way to the place of martyrdom, Huss was detained m front 
of the bishop's palace to witness the public cremation of his own and Wickhfle s 
books Arrived in front of the pile on which he was to be sacrificed, he fell 
upon Ins knees, and repeated, with a loud voice, passages from the 51st, and 
other penitential psalms At length, when the stated tune had expired, he 
signified a desire to address the people, hut was prevented by the Elector 
Palatine, who gave orders to have the fire kindled forthwith — but the details 
are too revolting to be ventured upon at large " Never,’ says iEneas Sylvius, 
in his personal narrative of this spectacle — “ never did philosopher meet the 
pangs of natural dissolution with such fortitude, as that with which John Huss, 
and Jerome of Prague, delivered their bodies to the flames ” 

In observance of a clause in the sentence, the ashes of the hu m an victim 
were carefully collected from the pyre, and thrown into the Rhine IP lieu 
we last visited the spot, we were shown, on removing the long grass with which 
it was covered, a black oaken stake driven into the ground, intended to mark 
the centre of the pile, and which had been substituted for the original stone 
placed there in record of the auto-da Je From this spot a red clay is pro- 
cured, of which likenesses of John Hnss, and Jerome of Prague, are modelled in 
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bas rehef, hardened in tlie sun, set on glass, and accompanied with a short 
notice of these martyrs, offered for sale to strangers 
!Few who spend any time at Constance, hut are thus forcibly reminded of the 
tunes to which wc allude The Hall of tlie Council, the Cathedral, and the 
Augustine Convent, are among tlie first objects visited, and severally possess 
many things well calculated to make a lasting impression on the mind The hall, 
the windows of which command a most beautiful new of the lake, still contains 
the chairs occupied by the Emperor and Pope, during the long sittings of the 
council, the canopy of tapestrj, the Bible of John lluss, and numerous other 
relics of tlie council, and the distinguished individuals connected with it We 
were informed that the signature of Huss is onlj a recent discovery, and made 
on accidentally sphttmg open the boards of the sacred volume, between which 
it had been ingeniously concealed, hut not obhterated 

Tlie Cathedral is a gorgeous structure, and in style and decoration, Chirac 
tenstic of the times in which it was built The pulpit is supported bj a statue 
of the lieresiarch, as Huss was designated by lus persecutors, and the spot 
where he received sentence is marked by a brass plate, inserted into a flat 
stone of extraordinary dimensions 

Several convents still flourish within and beyond the city walls, and along the 
shores of the lake, the sound of whose matin and lesper bells associates well 
with the place The "Franciscan Convent, m a turret of which Huss was at first 
immured, is now a deserted ruin The Dominican Conient, to which he was 
afterwards conveyed, when a cell above ground appeared too great an indulgence 
for a denounced heretic, is also a desecrated rum, being only used for the purpose 
of a dying and stamping manufactory But every object around forcibly contrasts 
its original splendour and destination, with its present desertion, profanation 
and gloom The epitaph of the classic and enlightened Chrysolora — who, like 
many others, died, and was buried here during the time of the Council — still 
speaks from the wall in elegant Latin hexameters, the production of lEneas 
Sylvius * He was a man of distinguished learning and piety, and contributed 
* Ule ego qu Lai naj prucas irn tar er arte* 

Eaploe j, docu sermonura atnbagibus, el qui 
Eloquium magm Demosthema et C cerows 
In lucem retail Cbrysoloras nora ne notus 
II c sum post «ruaro et petegt na vn luce qu, eseo. 

Hue me Cone I deduxn cura tr urn dum 
Pont Ecum Eccles am nxnel saeva ijrann s 
floras mew genu t raajores, me bona Telia* 

D><ant na tul t ctnrrem Con tantia servat. 

Qua morta ( loco m l Ttjtrl ; wt/f jut tcr/nm 
Pauarttnjut domui mtmn a J ital ttufcm 
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more, probably, than any roan of his time to the revival and encouragement 
of literature and the fine arts. 

The dungeon, or rather cage, in which Huss was immured, exhibits, in 
size and situation, a revolting picture of inquisitorial severity. 

“ There twilight struggling- through i« lattice grua, 

Disclosed no spot to stretch the languid Junb 
While dungeon-drops, condensing o’er the cell. 

Cold on the fettered captive’s bosom fell.* * ' 

Bodensee, or the lake of the plain, is the vernacular epithet applied to the 
late of Constance, which, in expanse and beauty of scenery, is only excelled 
by that of Geneva — the classic Leman. Although its shores have acquired no 
peculiar associations from having been the residence of genius — the propitious 
retreat of poets and philosophers — the scenes, nevertheless, in which its Swiss 
and Swabian confines abound, are full of mingled beauty and sublimity, and 
such as, even after a survey of the inland cantons, cannot fail to secure admirers. 
At sun-set, the evening illumination is splendid— equal, in many instances, to 
that witnessed from Geneva, Lausanne, and the Jura — 

" When lingering by ihe like, »nd, tipt with fire 
The weltering *un bus gilt eich holy ipire — 

Celled forth in bold relief >oo summit* bald, 

And tinged with gold tbe waving Schwameowald ”• 

To the traveller who approaches Constance from the cast, the view is strikingly 
beautiful ; but still more so, when, floating on tbe bosom of the lake, with thr 
Alps on his left, and the vine-clad shores of Suahia on his right — ho allows his 
boat to drift at pleasure, and indulges the luxury of " a summer night's dream.” 

White from the water*, on ihtir weiteni verge 
Constance and her cathedral towrra emerge i 
And evcni and cloulrf, tower, and fonrm. reit 
A ahadowy world within the water’* brent } . . 

Constance 1 at tight of thee, frnh from thnr tourer 
The Rhine'* blue billow* itay their rapid eourte. 

And, round thy wall*, in living eryttat thrown, 

W ith glatty arm* embrace thee like a tone. 

And tmooth their mountain ware to form for thee 
fby mirror lake — the beaute oo* Rodrntee !“• 

it may ho doubted by the lovers of the picturesque, whether the twin 
at earners, which now ply along these beautiful waters, have contributed to their 
embellishment ; they were, certainly, not launched with the consent of port 
and painter. But the band of speculation, ever busy in opening some new 

• Per virloi*, partwularv connected with ibe a£* raof Ihe Codtcit the reader U rvfrfrvd to an 
motn poem, with hutoneal note*, by tha wtiter of llaw page* entitled. “Tn« Councilor Conrutfc* 
from which the dncriptitv itinui here quoted, and originally written on tSe tpot, a rv rttnnol 
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source of profit, has given a triumphant answer to the question The numerous 
barges which formerly issued from the hay of Itorshach, like a fleet, have now 
“ taken m sad,” and crumhle in the very harbour to which they were once a 
source of annual prosperity On the opposite side of the lake, surrounded by 
luxuriant vineyards, arc the picturesque village and palace of rnederichshaftn, 
where the present king of 'Wurtemberg generally spends liu nllcgiatura 
Among the many beautiful scats m vvluch his territory abounds, there is nothing 
more beautiful than this- During three summers 6pcnt in professional 
attendance upon the present king, (while duke of Clarence,) at the court of the 
late queen dowager of Wurtemberg, the writer Ins often heard described the 
beauties of T nedenchshafcn , and “ Langhcn-Arghcn’s leafy shore — beauties 
which, it appears, are still appreciated by their royal patron, who is justly 
esteemed one of the most enlightened sovereigns m Europe 

The immediate vicinity of Constance commands many delicious points of 
view , but that which takes in most, and from which all appear to advantage, 
is the terrace in front of the chateau of Wolfsberg, on the road to Wmterthour, 
and now in the possession of a gallant Colonel, one of Napoleon's officers 
Having escaped the many chances of war — and last, not least, the horrors of a 
Russian climate, he retired with lus wife and family to this beautiful and romantic 
retreat. Here, to enliven that solitude which the habits of a military life might 
otherwise find irksome, he receives a limited number of boarders — pxvncipally 
ladies and gentlemen, whom the pursuit of health or relaxation has attracted to 
these romantic shores — all of whom speak in the highest terms of the soldier host 
and his lady The Duchess de St Leu, ex queen of Holland, has also a hand 
some villa in the immediate neighbourhood and to her soiries the colonel and 
his domestic circle are often invited — a circumstance which, considering the 
intellectual character of the duchess, contributes not a little to the pleasure of a 
summer residence at the W olfsherg * 

• Ye* here be scenes wh ch to the cprt bring 
Impressions wottl rest of us treasuring — 

Sweet sympath es of s ght and sound— il e roar 
Of rush ng cataracts— sounds that s nV and soar 
Freshen and Faint in turn and still renewed 
VI alee the wild chords of Nature i solitude 
Tl e sylvan stream the summer day s farewell. 

Are fraught with feel ngs— thoughts — neflable 
That mould the heart by their mysterious power — 

Soothe and. attune each passion to the hour 

• For a more particular notice of «h s excellent establishment, see Journal of a Res denee at tl e 
Courts of Germany during an attendance nnon the r present Majesties also Appendix, 
t See page 20 note 
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s an example, before quitting Constance, from what trivial causes the most 
irtant consequences may an«e, we need only quote tlie origin of the Plaji- 
War At a shooting match, given here m 1458, a citizen having refused 
lhc m exchange from an inhabitant of Lucem, a Bemcse coin, called a 
part, about tliree farthings value, accompanied his refusal with some 
emptuous expression of the Swiss, and their coic coinage The scene of 
ntj was speedily converted into an affray , the expression was felt to be a 
ic insult, and the} resolv ed to resent it in right earnest Quitting the field, 
rc at the moment tlicir numbers were inferior, the Swiss y outh hastened 
error is always in haste) to rouse their cantons, and shortly returned with 
rce of nearly four thousand men t\ ith this strong muster, and fired w uh 
al as if their very hearths and altars had been at stake, they proceeded to lay 
e the tcmtoiy of Constance, telling the inhabitants, that since they had 
sed a plappart, they had now brought them sted Unable to check these 
of brigandage, the city of Constance was obliged to open her colTers, and, 
i considerable sum of money, bribed the “plappartcrs to retire beyond 
frontier, and quit the scene of depredation 

he small town of Stem, on the north bank of the Rhine, and the first on 
Scha/Thauscn frontier, is a point of great commercial activity The chateau 
vlingcn, a firtahcc of considerable importance in ancient times, crowns the 
;hhounng lull, and is much visited for the sake of the fine new The object 
nmmount interest, however, and what is unequalled m any part of Europe, 
le slate quarry of CEninghcn The petrifactions discovered in working this 
c, arc of a character so remarkable, as to have attracted to the spot the 
icipal sf avans of Europe, and opened a wide field for geological inquiry 
u its descent from Constance, the Rhine flows for several miles in a depression 
nolassc, or sandstone, which, being cut through transversely , w exposed in 
v, on both banks, at heights varying from seven to mne hundred feet, 
•sc lulls, consisting of micaceous sandstone, and conglomerate, have been 
y described by IYofissor Sedgwick and Mr Murchison The marls and 
cstonc of CEnmghcn arc recutnW nt on molaut, as seen in various patches 
the sides of the hills, and worked m two quarries— the lowest at two hundred 
l the highest about six hundred fcit above the Uvel of the Rhine In both 
se quarttes the marl l>cda rest on molissc , the channel of the Rhine thire 
r, appears to have been deeply excavates! at some remote period in tie 
lassi, an 1 n lake to have hem formes! in one if the broader parts of the valliv 
ere the marls and limestone were deposited Indicatu g an inumatc con 
non lx-tw rrn the ancient state of nature and lint which now prevail* this 
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deposit raaj be considered as nn important link in the history of the earths 
structure It differs essentially ui its organic remains from any other fresh 
water formation, either ml ranee, or m the adjacent regions of German} , and 
from its superposition over tertiary sandstone, the formation must he regarded 
as one of the most recent 

As no bones of elephants or mastodons have been discovered in the strata, and 
as the plants and animals for the most part resemble existing species, it is reason 
able to believe that the mean tcmpcratuTc of this part of the globe bad considcra 
bty diminished, and that the country round Qhunghen could no longer support 
the plants and animals of tropical climates The organic remains found m 
these quarries consist of quadrupeds, birds, a vast number of fishes, reptiles, 
insects, and innumerable plants Tor a considerable time, human skeletons 
were also supposed to be found here in a state of petrifaction, but were after 
wards ascertained by Cuvier to belong to the aquatic salamander — an animal 
nearly resembling the lizard in form, about four feet in length — a specimen of 
■which is now in the British Museum Mr Murchison, who lately visited these 
quarries, brought home the entire skeleton of a fossil fox, and has communicated 
the result of his observations m a paper of deep interest, and curious deductions 
The strata of CEmnghen may be regarded as posterior to many of the bed-* or 
accumulations of clay, sand, and gravel, m England, and other countries, that 
contain the remains of elephants hippopotami, and other inhabitants of warm 
regions These alluvial beds, together with vast tracts of moveable sand, cover 
no small portion of our present continent, and may be considered as the loose 
v estments of the globe • 

The canton of Scliaffliausen is one of the smallest, and distinguished as the 
twelfth in rank of the Swiss confederation The surface is interspersed with 
numerous lulls and monticles — the highest not exceeding one thousand two 
hundred feet above the Rhine — and possesses many excellent vineyards, all 
more or less celebrated for their wine, particularly the red, which in addition 
to agriculture, is a principal source of industry, and by the quantity annually 
exported, contributes largely to the pubhc revenue The population, amounting 
to thirty five thousand, or nearly so, is distributed into twenty four classes, and 
the great council into sixty four members, who exercise sovereign auihantv 
The executive department is confided to the lesser council, composed of twenty- 
four members, chosen from the former The cantonal flag is black and green , 
the established contingents four hunared and sixty-six in men, and nine thousand 


• See BaVw lltGrolegr he aWe wotV. to wl) cl we lure already referred 
11 rrhison Ebet and ibe German paper* on ll e sulj cl 


Also Professor Sedgw ck. 
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three hundred and twenty seven francs in mopey The sources of revenue are sik 
and cotton manufacture, establishments for the dying and printing of cotton cloths, 
tanneries, the produce of the sod, wheat, wme, cherry-water — all of which for 
home or foreign consumption, give an air of commercial activity to the town, and 
secure a profitable return The duties on merchandize are also a fertile source of 
public emolument The canton is Protestant, and the clerical department subject 
to a synod, which meets every spnng, under a moderator, the minister of the 
cathedra], where members from the lesser council are also in attendance The 
principal churches are those of All Saints, and St John — the latter, one of the 
largest in Switzerland On the great bell belonging to the first, is this 
inscription — 

Vires toco moTiuos phngo fulgurx tnngo. ■ 

The town possesses an excellent college, with nine professors, and affords every 
facility for the acquisition of the elegant, as well as useful branches in science 
and literature Several periodicals, conducted by able and well informed 
editors, diffuse a taste for literature and the fine arts , and the society of the 
place includes many individuals of elegant and enlightened minds Among 
several others of distinction, the celebrated historian, Muller, was a native of 
this town, which is still more recently distinguished as the birth place, 
and field where the learned and patriotic Jetzellcr so eminently displaced his 
virtues and talents Various societies for the encouragement of letters, os well 
as others for the cultivation of music and objects of taste, give a lively and 
intellectual character to the evening parties while the winter season brings 
its fair proportion of balls and concerts 

But wo turn from the mere artificial scenes of bfe to that stupendous feature 
in the natural world — the Tails of Schaffliauscn, which have attracted, from time 
immemorial, and will continue to attract, so manj myriads of pilgrims 

L*rn t«rf ihc 1 ollow tVjndcr of u* fall 
Vn 1 it ocinl Tiprnir mark «be «lM lurmo L" 

Tins grand interruption to the navigation of the Rhine, was the origin of 
the town of Schvffhauscn Ongmallj built as an entrepot for the merchandize 
which it became necc««.irj to disembark at tlm point, it was afterwards enlarged 
and embellished under the auspices of the Convent of AH Saints For tl t 
sj act of a l"”giie above Lauff n — when the cataract actually begins — the riser, 

• - The 1 v ns I lummon t) t df*1 1 ImJ 

VnJ toojurr the I Jitn i»* th« tS uxift indtiiir 
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bo thn " over a rocky channel, forms wliat may be termed a succession of rapids 
Gradually acquiring strength with its speed, and descending — at first m a broad 
verdant sheet, till, whitening by degrees into foaming impetuosity, it bursts 
at last m three distinct branches over a precipice, upwards of eighty feet in 
height, and presents the most sublime spectacle in Switzerland The best 
moment for witnessing tbis phenomenon m all its grandeur, is about sunset, in 
the month of July The volume of water is then at the lughest , and the 
usual stillness of the hour, and deepening hue of twilight, conspire in a wonderful 
degree to heighten the effect Then the cataract seems to rush from the sky 
like an avalanche — filling the air with whirlwinds of vapour, and stunning the 
ear with the thunder of its fall At that hour the foam is of dazzling whiteness , 
clouds of drizzling vapour incessantly form and vanish away , the ever boiling 
vortex, of the basin, into which the vast body of water is precipitated 
represents a storm in miniature, the trees, and rocks, and precipices, agitated 
by the continual shock imparted to the atmosphere, and that deep unslackemng 
roar in which the voice of a Stentor seems hushed into the whisper of “ a sick 
girl," impart sensations which it is difficult to explain, and impossible for any 
spectator to forget Should the full moon nse as an accompaniment upon the 
scene, the whole becomes changed, magnified, and improved, under its magic 
influence, and every succeeding hour presents the sublime spectacle under 
some new and more imposing aspect The moment at winch, perhaps, the 
greatest number of circumstances combine to exhibit the cataract in its unrit ailed 
magnificence, is a little after midnight Then, Nature seems to have but one 
toicc, to which the hushed and solitary ear of man listens in profound awe, 
while the flashing of the foam clothes every surrounding object in meteoric 
lustre 

At sun nse, also, the scene is different, but only in the hues, not m the degree, 
of its magnificence Then — 

Upon ihe rergt 

From t de to aide beneath the gl ttenng morn 
An Ini i ta, am dat tl e infernal mrge 
L he Hope upon a death bed** 

The isolated rocky pillars, by which the river is divided into a triple fall, 
seem as entirely cut off from all social intercourse with the shores opposite as if 
the latter were some inaccessible point in the Alps They are cote red with 
green bushes, and were some time since colonized with rabbits, wluch certainly 
hate nothing to fear, exlemo, protided supplies last, and population docs not 
exceed the temtorj These rocks nse to a considerable height, and present, 




FALLS OF SCHAFFHAUSEN 


severally, the appearance of a bold flood gate, through which the river, split 
into three branches, rushes with inconceivable impetuosity The contrast also 
is striking, and, with the shrubs, and plants, and flowers, and the colon) 
already mentioned, they look like arks m the deluge, charged with the preser 
vahon of animal and vegetable life — but a deluge whose waters never subside 
Previously to the disruption of its great natural barrier, the whole valley 
betwixt this and Zellersee must have been a continued lake Of this the lake 
of Constance and quarries of CEmnghen afford abundant evidence m the fact, 
that, by the outlet, their waters had suffered a diminution of several hundred 
feet in depth The violent mechanical action of so vast a body of water, for 
an incalculable lapse of ages, has no doubt greatly diminished the height of 
the fall but, from the facts stated, it would appear that the embankment 
through which the Rhine forced its way, formed originally a transverse ridge 
as high as the present chateau of Lauffen 

The effect of this fall depends not upon its height — for in that respect it is 
inferior to many others in Switzerland — but upon the vast body of wate*, which 
descending in tremendous broken masses, fully establishes its claim as the most 
remarkable phenomenon of the kind in Europe The falls of Term, though 
often contrasted with this, are of a different descnption , and, from the scenery 
and associations, as well as the volume and picturesque variety which they 
exhibit, possess attractions essentially distinct from those of Lauffen, where the 
presiding features are grandeur and sublimity 

In descending from the cliff, which overhangs the fall, the path leads to a 
scaffolding, on which the visitor, with less nsh of suffocation than at Niagara, 
may pass to a certain extent behind the curtain, and enjoy the sublime satis 
faction, as it tnaj be termed, of standing with a slippery plank betwixt him 
and eternity, and exclaim with Clarence, in his dream, 

M metbinks what pa a it wet* to drown ’ 

What dreadful no so of water* in mine oar* ! 

What sight* of ugly death with n mine eyes I 

If the principle of life, a principle that seems to animate all around, be one 
of the causes of the effect, (as Dr Macculloch* has well observed,) which 
a cataract produces on the mind, not a little also is owing to that image of 
eternity which its never beginning never-ending flow conveys Nor is that the 
eternity of the nver alone, which flows and will flow on till tune is no more, 
but every moment is a moment of power and effort , and every succeeding effort 
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sally forth to make the circuit of curiosity, and another return, greatly delighted 
v,itl\ the prospect of— dinner. Here, lazily seated upon the bench, in their 
half minstrel, half marauder uniform, a ss& of Swabian students keep up « 
cloud of smoke from pipes, almost as long as the spears of their forefathers. 
Artists, seated, or_ standing by the waters edge, aro busily occupied itt the 
service of their portfolios, and seem to look upon the donjon lower m the 
centre of the stream, with its fleet of barges, as a favourite point Couriers, 
too, arrive and depart m such “ hot haste," as if the balance of Europe sat 
upon their spurs Here and there, also, straggling pilgrims, waiting for some 
hoat to waft them to the other extremity of the lake, on their pious errand 
to Emsiedeln, contrast well with the mere pleasure hunting groups among whom 
they stand , with their “ scalloped hat, and sandal shoon,’ they look like the 
beings of another sphere Among the smokers, the wine of Zurich begins at 
length to circulate freely, and to loosen those cords of speech, which the solemn 
pipe had previously held m subjection , and now the volubility is truly extraor- 
dinary — some talking — othets vociferating a favourite air— 


• Dt» perl »us demem haare Ac 

In the mean time, another courier has occasioned a fresh bustle of preparation 
in the hotel, and is succeeded by the arrival of a carnage — not with that rapid 
reckless haste by winch so many think they insure consequence, and command 
respect — but in so measured and slow a pace, indeed, as to excite apprehensions of 
some recent accident The door of the barouche was opened, and a lady anxiously 
handed out, was supported into the house Hereupon inquiries immediately 
followed, if a certain physician, then named, was m the house The demand cir- 
culated m a few minutes to the doctors ear, and m less than five more he was 
seated at the couch of the stringer The lady was young, and, as far as perceptible 
through a thick veil, her features were beautiful , but, after the oriental fhsluon, 
her hand alone was visible, and held out with a land of incoherent expression, 
that the physician would do bis duty Previously, however, he endeavoured 
to learn from hex female attendant the probable cause and date of the malady , 
hut Ins questions were either evaded, or answered unsatisfactorily , so that 
he was left to conjecture, and the adoption of his own resources The latter 
were instantly applied— powerful depletion, and other remedial measures, seemed 
to hove done wonders, and the violent excitement under winch she laboured 
had evidently given way to the treatment adopted About midnight, however, 
her attendant most imprudently, and, perhaps, through ignorance, put into 
her hands a letter, the perusal of which seemed to have recalled all the symptoms 
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The leso=r councfl, formed of twenty five members, is cl arged with the executive 
authority, and th- thirteen judge, of the court of app-ol, who decide all capital 
question,, are elected bam the body of the grand council In every prefecture, 
or provincial jurisdiction, a magistrate, tnth the title of prefel , is the govern 
ment repre^enUitsve 

The established religion is that of the Protestant church The clergy, with 
tk“ exception of the communes of Dietikon and Rhernau, are governed by a 
«ynod, consisting of ten chap ers At this assembly, which meets every autumn, 
the minister of Zorich presides as moderator During their deliberations, 
varans members of the government are also present , and all affairs relating to 
church discipline, are entrusted to a committee 'elected from the body of the 
dergy Both in the capital, and at"WinteTthonr, all the establishments relating to 
puhhc instruction are ably and judiciously conducted. At Zurich, theology, 
law, and mediane, are ably taught, and every other branch of science and 
philology cultivated with indastry and success The country «chools are now on 
an excellent footing, and have greatly increased in number and importance The 
phv'icians and surgeons of the canton, many of them men of profound skill 
and extennve observation, form themselves into a society, which meets twice 
a year, and by then professional and friendly intercourse, contribute most mate- 
rially to the advancement of science, and the promotion of the god like art. 

The descent upon Zurich, as the road winds gently towards the nver, is 
particularly fine, and the prominent objects brought successively into view, 
seem to vary their relative positions as we advance Of thes-, the commanding 
feature is the cathedral, whose twin towers, overlooking the city, are the 
first to greet the traveller on his approach Here the Lunmat, gushing from 
the lake in a broad and impetuous 'tream, is bridged over by a wide and 
commodious platform, where the buyers and sellers meet m friendly intercourse, 
and the various merchandize attests the number of purchasers and activity of 
the market. The scarlet boddice, laced and trimmed with black — the full white 
sleeves, high dress to the neck, -hort particoloured petticoat, and black coiffure, 
with an orange or enmson band across the crown, announce the peasant maids 
of Zurich, while the huge hempen culottes, coarse homespun doublets, and 
broad brimmed hats, proclaim their rustic lords Here the front of the Hotel de 
1 x.pee bears evidence to the great influx of strangers who every season com 
mence th- tour of Switzerland at this point. There stand several English 
carnages two just arrived, others on the road— and each fitted op with all 
the loxtirv and convenience that can possibly wait upon locomotive lords, and 
~ 611 sInmber after the fatigue of s ght-seemg There, a party 
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m their most aggravated form Disguise was now impossible , and the physio 
discover'd, in the Hushed features and wild expression of h*s patient, a ladj who 
two years prenouslv, lie liad inct at one of the pett) courts of Germany — th 
the object of general envy nrd adulation — the observed of all observers No 
moment was to be lost , for every moment now gave strength to the malac 
and weakened the resources of art Two of the principal physicians of t 
place, both celebrated in the profess on, lent their able and zealous assutanc 
b it certain symptoms, on which it is here unnecessary to dwell, threw out 
fearful prognostic of the issue Another day passed, and the malady had gain 
ground, hut as the physician «at by the conch at imdnieht, endeavouring 
soothe those symptoms wluch no slall could subdue, the door suddenlj opene 
and a tall stranger entered Casting aside his military cloak, and gazing for t 
instant on the delirious being whose lips, faithful to one expression onl 
continued to repeat it with an accent that seemed to reach his heart, he thre 
hum elf upon the edge of the couch, and pressing her homing hand to Ins lip 
sobbed out in convul ive agony, " My Frederica — my o«ro Fredenca *" Tl 
word acted upon the patient in such a manner as to confirm the belief th; 
there was “ magic in a name.” It was evidently a well known voice , and l 
its soothing influence, superseded, in the course of the daj following, all occasio 
for more scientific treatment. 

But as the character of our present work aoes not admit of a more particuls 
detail of the incidents that followed, we may briefly state, tint the physicia 
soon lost sight of his patient — but his pati-nt, on re-crossing the Rhine, becam 
the bride of one whos® ancient chateau overlooks the Danube , and where- 
defeated in her deep-laid scheme of prevention — the mar plot “ Dowager ha 
found in her ct-deranl dame tThonneur, a most exemplary daughter 

It is impossible fur any one, possessing a taste for the beautie of ^Nature 
to enter Zurich or its environs, without feelings of admiration From what 
ever point we arrive in this delicious region, the beauty, though varying u 
degree, is always positive — always sinking and picturesque Built at the 
northern extremity of the lake — divided bj the limp d waters of the Lmimat— 
encircled by hills and acclivities — here mantled with vines, and there rnas'i 
with forests, sprinkled with " campagnes,” and enriched with thriving village';, 
the scene is full of animation, and, on further acquaintance, keeps to the mind 
the promise it made to the eye 

Did our space suffer us to particularize, Zurich and its environs would 
certainly afford an apology for digression , for, in addition to the beauty of its 
existing scenery, there is a peculiar pleasure resulting from associations 
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to Bullingcr, by Lady Jane Grey, the martyr princess — “ martyr to the selfish 
ambition of some, and to the revengeful bigotry of others; ©hose talents and 
■virtues ©ere just permitted to display themselves, and then withdrawn from 
a world not worthy of them" — 

“ Qu» ne sau corwlur aux maux qvi’cUe a *ouQ»-rts l h 

The hospitals arc amply endowed, and superintended hy men of distinguished 
talents and humanity The poor, and their offspring, arc satisfactorily provided 
for by salutary employment; while the aged, the sick, and destitute, are 
severally maintained at the charge of tlio state, and liberally supplied with the 
necessaries of life, the means of health, and the blessings of education and religion. 
Public granaries are always kept well furnished, from which, in the event of 
dearth, or a bad harvest, the poor are supphed at a rate so low as to neutralize 
the pinching effects of scarcity. The great benefits resulting from this pro- 
vident attention on the part of government, have been duly felt and acknow- 
ledged, and imitated by most of the paternal governments in the confederacy, 
whose maxim, like that of all wise and prudent magistrates, is to provide for 
war in time of peace, and in plenteous harvests for the winter of scarcity; 
so that the great scourges of war and famine can never take the people by 
surprise — 


" Metuensque luturi, 
lii pace, nt sapiens, aptlnt idonea bello,’* 

The Arsenal displays abundant resources m the art of modem warfare, and 
abundant relics, also, of every thing hy which the ancient fathers of the state 
made themselves terrible to their opponents Two-handed swords, ponderous 
battle-axes, iron maces, clubs, halberts, match-locks, plate and chain armour, 
comprise the weapons with which, and against which, they fought; while 
trophies and trappings, worn by the highest orders of knighthood only, hear 
testimony to the quality of the vanquished. The cross-bow of Tell, though 
confirmed by tradition as the identical bow of the great liberator, is, probably, 
(with reverence be it spoken !) only a bow of contemporaneous manufacture , 
yet will we affirm, after careful and much manual examination, that this same 
cross-bow 13 as truly the cToss-bow of Tell, as that the bones,* so long venerated 

• Ccs reliquea fare at enveyfes par Rodolf, cowte de PfallendoriT, grand pire d Adalbert, comte de 
Hapsbourg, aroui de cette abbaye (tins son soyage de Jerusalem. Rodolf les avail obtenucs d ua ciooat- 
terc ailut dans le temtoire de Damaa pour dir marc* «f er —Anted. Iletve l 
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m the abbey of St Gal], were the bones of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob — " A a t il nen de plus respectable qu’im ancien abus ,n 

The Orphan Asylum, one of the many institutions that do special honour 
to this patriotic government, derives much additional interest from the circum 
stance of its having been under the pastoral care of the celebrated Lavater 
The Agricultural Society, to whose labours the whole Confederacy, and the neigh 
bouring states, are so much indebted, still continues its active and praiseworthy 
exertions, and has been the means of improvement in every department of rural 
economy Various other societies, all founded on the be«t principles, are here 
an a flourishing condition, and severally offer the most pleasing testimony in 
favour of the people, and the truly noble objects to which they aspire * What 
Voltaire once said of this country, may be now applied to it with still greater 
justice Toutes les commodites de la vie — toutes les douceurs de la societe, 
et la same philosophic, sans laquellc la societe n a point de channes durables, 
ont penetree dans les parties de la Suisse ou le chmat est le plus doux, et ou 
regne labondance Dans ces pays, autrefois si agrestes, on est parvenu en 
quelques endroits a jowdre la pobtesse d Athenes a la sunphczte de Lacede- 
mone 

At the close of the last century, the canton was successively occupied by the 
Austrians, Russians, and French On the last occasion, when a decisive 
victory placed Zurich, and Us territory, under the protection of the latter, the 
town and suburbs were occupied by the army under ifassena, whose strict 
discipline, and rigorous exercise of his duties as a general, prevented much of 
the disastrous consequences that might otherwise have ensued , for, on the veiy 
morning of the battle, a fete was preparing in honour of the anticipated arrival 
of Suwaroff, at which the French most unexpectedly assisted , while the army 
of Kurzahoff was driven, m total discomfiture, beyond the frontier But 


• The schools See. which still justify the cue eat bile of Zurich, " the tap cot, may be thus enumerated 
— T1 e Caroline College for divinity and ph losophy Schools for the class cs — for the arts — for the nid 
menls of the dead languages — for the young e areas in five classes and another established by Canon 
listen. Several Schools, after the system of Pestalom — the Mil tary school — Schools or hied cue and Sur 
gery, and Anatomy ably conducted— Helvetic Society—the Saloon of Arts — the Asiatic Soc ety — Soc ety 
of Phys cs — Medical and Surgical Society — the Benevolent Soc rty — the Charitable Society— School ot 
Apprentices}) p — Academy of Mus c — and the Deaf and Dumb Insotuaon the original of that *t Paris, 
founded by (he worthy and philanlhrop c If {/Inch Ac 

The great counc 1 consists of two hundred and twelve members, of whom e gh y two are elected in the 
first instance and one hundred and th rty by the counc I itself 

The colours of the canton are white and blue in obi que 1 oea. The contingent, in men, a» settled in 
1818 is three thousand serei hundred and seventy seven thousand one hundred and fifty three francs in 
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although suffering little from plunder, Zurich sustained, on the same day, 
an irreparable loss in the death of two of her most distinguished citizens— the 
amiable and ingenious Laiatcr, and the tribune Irminguen The former — 
while under the portico of St Peters church of which he was pastor, and in 
the act of mediation between an infuriated French soldier and a friend, whose 
life was in jeopardy — received the thrust of a bayonet, which proved fatal in the 
course of a few hours 

Mistaken, a3 it was supposed, for an officer in the French service from the 
blue dress he wore, Irminguen was massacred bj n part} of Russians, in his 
own garden, and thus, by the death of two excellent men, Zurich offered a 
melaucholy sacrifice, both to the conqueror and the conquered 

Of the environs of Zurich, all travellers umte in terms of admiration , but 
the finest points from which the picture is to be taken, are unquestionably 
those on the road to Thalwyl, and from the Albis It was the scenery around 
Zurich, and the beauties of its lake, that first inspired the ld}lls of the immortal 
Gessner The lake, sweeping along its nehl} cultivated shores, and reflecting 
in its waters almost innumerable villas and hamlets, with their sacred spires, 
presents a scene of proverbial attractions, and such as wo other part, even of 
Switzerland, can present * Never, says Zimmerman, can I recall the sublime 
and magnificent scenes which I have here enjoyed in the company of my friend 
Lavater, without the most sensible emotion Here, during the fine season, 
we have ascended the terrace of the house — the house in which he was bom 
and educated — and whichever way we turned our eyes, walking or sitting, 
felt with Brydone, that, in proportion as we are raised above the habitations 
of men, all low and grovelling sentiments are left behind , and that the soul, on 
approaching the ethereal regions, shakes off its earthly affections, and contracts 
something of their invariable purity In one view we mclude the city of Zurich 
— the luxuriant country in which it is enbosomed — the lucid expanse of its 
lake — the distant mountains lifting their glacier summits to heaven, and as 
we gazed on the scene, felt a delicious tranquillity stealing upon our hearts 
and harmonizing every feeling At Richteischwyl, a village situated on the 
margin of the lake, where two projecting points of land form a natural bay of 

• Accord ng to late observation the he ght of this late above the sea is one thousand three hundred 
feet— its length nearly ten leagues by one mnd a quarter where broadest. Its greatest depth according 
to aound ngs made at Au, is ut hundred feet. The L nth and Au are t\ t only eons derahle rivers that fall 
into it, and the L mmat the only outlet. Dur ng the heat of summer Bnd the sudden melting of the soow 
it occas onnlly rises fire or six feet, and in other respects exh b ts the same phenomena as the lake* of 
Geneva and Constance. If the first of these he the most tubl me in Sw cterland that of Zur ch ts cer 
ta nlv the most beautiful. 
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nearly half a league, is a scene still more enchanting than that commanded by 
the house of Lavater On the opposite shore, vanegated with pleasant hills, 
enriched with vineyards, corn fields, groves, meadows, and orchards, and animated 
with hamlets, villas, and cottages, nature and art have conspired to form a picture 
of inimitable beauty Stretching from east to south, and rising as it recedes, 
a wide and magnificent amphitheatre — such as few artists have had the boldness 
to attempt, save m detached portions — opens upon the stranger like the prospect 
of a new Eden The view towards the higher part of the lake, presents a 
succession of small promontones, insulated points, like floating islands, the 
town of Rappers chwyl, and its renowned bridge Beyond these, the valley 
extends in the form of a crescent, while on the fore-ground, a peak of land 
gradually swells into a beautiful senes of lulls Behind these is a range of 
mountains, massy with verdant forests, interspersed with villages, and detached 
dwellings Still further, the majestic Alps, toirenng over one another, shut 
in the scene, and exhibit in their shattered precipices the alternate hues of 
silver and opal The village of Richters chwyl itself is enbowered in orchards, 
and fertile pastures, while shadowy pine forests overhang it from above Plea 
'ant serpentine walks, shaded by trees, and «cented by flowering 'hrubs, wind 
along the margin of the lake— some from village to village — and others crossmg 
the summits of the hills Struck with the sublime and beautiful scenery which 
every where surrounds him, the traveller often pauses to indulge the pleasure 
of silent contemplation, and to exclaim— These are thy works, Almighty Father * 
— these the tokens of thy bounty to fallen man 1 

What adds greatly to the enjoyment of the scene, is, that every foot of ground 
is in crop, or under cultivation — every hand usefully and profitably employed 
Through the gardens of the house, and close beneath the chamber of Dr Hotze — 
the medical fnend to whom Zimmerman so feelingly alludes — runs a pure and 
limpid stream, on the opposite side of which, at an agreeable distance, is the 
high road uhere numerous bands of pilgrims are every day passing towards 
the shnne of Einsiedeln During the silence of night, if you approach the 
chamber vnndows, or walk through the gardens of this enchanting retreat, iou 
hear, during the awful sleep of nature, the chiming of the village docks— the 
'krill proclamation of the watchmen — the warhbngs of some solitary flute, 
interrupted now and then by tlie baying of the faithful house-dog on the opposite 
shores Then, should the moon rise with unclouded beam from the eastern 
summits, the whole «cenc undergoes an almost magical transmutation— the 
silvering of the waters surface gradually lengthens into a long streak— the 
tippling of oars is heard — boats approach in darkness — but as they enter the 
VOL II L 
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sil\ cr line, the dip of the oar, and dash of the prow, nrc suddenly brought to 
light, till another stroke from the rowers carries them past the bright line of 
demarcation, and the sound fades awaj upon the ear And now— 

The scene invites— launch forth upon the tide 
Wl tie night surrounds tl re In 1 cr starry noon i 
Out launch alone, an I leave tl y bark to gli le 
A* lists tl c ware, along the bright lagoon t 
The moon is up— and Nature s roiec in j ower 
Inspires emotions sacred to tl e hour 

Among man} delightful excursions made during n summer’s residence in n 
little villa opposite the gardens at the junction of the Limmat and Sihl, there 
are few to winch we revert with more pleasure than to those made to the castle 
of Mannech Here, according to tradition, Roger Manes, the “ generous and 
brave,’ entertained the sons of chivalry and song, and by lus heart} hospitality 
opened a fresh Hippocrenc to the troubadours of the Rhine The view from 
this point is charming, a small solitary and romantic spot, watered by a foun- 
tain, seems as if consecrated to the memory of the gallant knight , and, although 
but a wreck, enough of the castle yet remains to keep alive a feeling of romance 
in its favour. Nature has not grown old, the scene on which they so often 
dwelt with poetic fervour, seems ever in its prime, and ever attracting new 
admiration But when we ask, where is the good Roger Manes, and where 
his guests i an echo answers, “ ‘Where ? ’ And so it is with nearly all the proud 
and lordly castles which once, to the number of twenty-one, encircled the lake 
of Zunch Their fate illustrates the axiom, that at every step towards freedom, 
a feudal tower falls to the ground 

But as our limits do not permit our entering upon the numerous and highly 
interesting epochs ill which the town and canton of Zunch have shone so 
conspicuous, we must refer our readers to works more purely historical, and now 
proceed to select a few of the more prominent features on the Aar 


AARGAU, BALE, AND SOLEURE. 

TanlSt surun gnzon tanibt sous un vieux cheoe 

Au tloux chant des o Beaux au bruit dune fonta oe 

II cherche 1c repos — a assied — live — et s endort.— A ndrikux 

The canton of Aargau, raised to the condition of an independent state m 1798, 
and holding the fifteenth rank in the Confederation, is one of the largest and 
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most productive territories in Switzerland The inhabitants, about one hundred 
and fifty thousand, are divided into two hundred and seventy-six communes, 
twelve of which are small towns, and consist of Protestants and Catholics, of 
whom the former have a majority of about ten thousand, and nearly one thousand 
eight hundred Jews, who inhabit the villages of Endigen and Lengnau The 
people are all of German extraction, laborious m their habits, but much swayed 
by ancient prejudices, and tinctured with superstition The natural fertility 
of the soil, and mildness of climate, are highly favourable to the pursuits of 
agriculture, by which they are enabled to send considerable quantities of wheat to 
market The system of irrigation here adopted, is uncommonly successful The 
vine is extensively cultivated, and affords a wine of superior quality — particu- 
larly m the neighbourhoods of Baden and Schintznach Fruit and vegetables 
are also abundant, cheap, and in great variety The manufacture of silk and 
cotton, working of the iron mines, with the navigation and fishing on the Aar 
and Rhine, are the principal sources of employment for those of the population 
who are not engaged in the farms At Arau, Zofmgeo, Lenzbourg, and the 
adjoining valleys, extensive factories have been established, at which numerous 
hands find constant employment In the interior, commercial intercourse is 
greatly facilitated by excellent roads, and fairs regularly held at stated tunes 
and places, that at Zurzach, is one of the most commercial and best attended 
in Switzerland 

Arau, the capital, is divided into eleven districts, and forty-eight circles 
No distinctive privileges are recognized the chief council, vested with sovereign 
power, and consisting of Protestants and Catholics, m equal proportion, is 
composed chiefly of the representatives elected by the people Only a third of 
the members are elected by the council itself, which has the privilege of choosing 
from its own number a president, with the title of burgomaster Tbe lesser 
council, with executive power, and the court of appeal, are each composed of 
thirteen members Every' district is under the magisterial authority of a 
prefect, appointed by government , and every circle, under that of a justice of 
the peace The pubhc revenues — upwards of a million and a half of francs, 
are Hearty exhausted £y tie annual expenditure, £ut promise to become anndt 
more considerable * 

The reformed clergy, under the direction of an ecclesiastical court, are divided 
into two deaneries, and forty-eigbt curacies The Catholic clergy, hitherto 

• The eont n gents, as fixed for this canton, fa the event of war arc two thousand four hundred and 
ten men | and fifty two thousand two v undrcd and tire! re franca, of the country The colour* of the canton 
are bright blue and black. 
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comprised mtlitn the dioceuv of Constance and Bile, count three chapter* of 
canons, the rich abbejs of Mun and Wctlingcn, and various other comcnts 
The principal school of the canton is admirably adapted for public instruction 
Another, on the same plan, for girls, is established at Olsbcrg , and the common 
parish schools arc esc/} where conducted on a good innciple The Society 
for the diffusion of Useful Knowledge among the people. Ins contributed 
a good deal to that desirable object The town and canton contain various 
societies for instruction and amusement , among which may be mentioned, tV 
Theological, the Medical, the Musical, &c 
The Baths of Baden and Schmtznacli, both much frequented during the 
season, arc sources of considerable profit to the canton Those of Baden arc 
of scry ancient celebrity, the most frequented m Switzerland, and were known 
and appreciated by the Romans ns the Hclsetian therm*, or Aqua VerUgen a 
The springs ora terj numerous, and ore oliserietl bubbling up through the bed of 
tho ntcr The outer ts sulphureous, tmd nuuntoms n Icmpenture of 37 to JS” 
ot Reaumur It is conjectured, nitli much probability, that this high tem- 
perature, and the mineral qualities tnth ttlucli it ts charged, are otting to 
t ic ormation of gjpsum and marl from tho Legenberg, tthich is covered tnth 
beds of limestone 


The principal batlis, fitted for the reception of tho higher class of visitors, 
«e on the left bank of tlie river, those for the pubhc, on tlie opposite sole 
„ n l “r n , S,nS a Une ' “ ni c0 " tm “ 1 **» t,1 ' ! '”•> of September, during which 
rrfrCS ! cd 0 “"«™t '"fluv of ns, tors from the adjoining 
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e™r eZe a '’" t *“ OT "f“t«'>le. and, aoeordmg to our ottn 
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and »r„var al T f0 “" J 101,6 ° f *™“ “0 '» rheumatic alfeeUons, 

long TCdl “ tei ,est “™ y Of them favour Many oa.es of 
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oely l; Z T*** fresh ™*”“> ‘0‘>“ woeful and p.cturesque 
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m a letter by Po»g,o a dist.n,,, l A m “ Cl1 fre< l ue,1,<!d and “e described 
spicuous station at the council 3 “ ' ° f the and holding a con 
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The town of Baden is of great local and historical interest. It was strongly 
fortified by the Homans, and, dunng the middle ages, its ancient castle 
became celebrated as the Hock of Baden Here, the emperor Albert denounced 
vengeance against the confederates who had shaken off his yoke , and here were 
concerted the battles of Morgartcn and Sempach. In 1415, when Dnke Frederick 
of Austria was put under ban of the empire, and a crusade preached against 
him, the Swiss took advantage of this circumstance and reduced this lair of 
the “ wounded bon to ashes About the middle of the seventeenth century, 
the municipal go\ eminent reconstructed the fortifications at great expense, but 
which, after a short nege m 1712, were again demolished by the troops of 
Zurich and Berne Two years later a congress of European powers met here, 
and continued its sittings from the 2Gth of May, till the 7th of September, 
when the long war of the succession in Spain terminated in a peace between 
Austria and France, which was proclaimed from the town house, in presence of 
Prince Aigone and Marshal Vi liars Numerous medals and other antiquities, 

illustrative of this as a Roman station, have been found from time to time in the 
town and neighbourhood— particularly a quantity of dice, on winch, no doubt, 
the sentinels of the “ Castcllum Thcrmarom" had risked many a day s pay 
Dunng the fine season, the place is enlivened by a eorpt dramattque , balls, 
concerts, and excursions in tlic neighbourhood, afford constant amusement 
to the visitors, so that the Swiss Baden may vie, in many respects, with its 
attractive rival, the Baden of the Grand Duchy 

The Baths of Scblntanach, on the Aar, hate long enjoyed a cetel nty little 
inferior to the preceding They art also thermal springs, but from 10® to 1C* 
lower in temperature than those named The water is pcrftclh limpid at its 
source, but soon deposits a thick sediment on being allowed to *taud expo* *d to 
the ntmojpl ere Every thing that contributes to the comfort and convenience of 
invalids » Jiert managed with the greatest attention the apartments are any, 
and kept with great neatness, the tablu served with carry luxury, and the 
surround ng country particularly suited for exercise Long shady avenues 
wl m the weather is fine, and commodious porticoes, or op<.n galleries wlen 
lets muting offer alundant resource* to the invalid while the neighbouring 
country presents innumerable attractions f r tl e cavalier and pedestrian— such 
as the nuns of Hnpsburg, Brugg, Kontg*f Idea, M indi«cb Ilalcn \N d led. 
ben?} arg an 1 Aarstt. 

*• How of rn nays Zimmerman ' 1 ss this magrufieen' vsller, overt *oVed 
Ijr thi nuns of IlsjMbur^ aff rded me purr art urupeskalle del^htt” H<tc 
lJ e 1 d!t tTownrd with vanrgat d woods, erd urdulstin? with tr'dare tl err 

s t II M 
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the impetuous Aar, tolling Ins torrent from the Alps— now a vast basin in the 
valley-— then rushing precipitately over contracting rochs, and pouring his 
fertilising flood through the expanded plain. On the opposite side, the Iteuss, 
and, lower down, the Limnnt, bring each their tributary waves to swell 
the magnificent torrent of the Aar. In the centre of tliis verdant scene 
rises the imperial sepulchre of Alberti., where many princes of the house 
of Austria with their retinue of nobles-a splendid death-roll— were sent 
to slumber by the victorious Swiss in their struggles for independence. In 
the distance, we discover the valley where the onco flourishing VilidomsSa* 
cherished her Roman colonies, and her Roman pomp and luxury; nud where 
tietrave er may now indulge in pathetic meditation on the perishable nature 
of man, and the dream-lie duration of his proudest works. Bcjond this 
magnificent county, and crowning the mountain crests, mouldering for- 
tresses and east es-ali fambns in then day-recall innumerable incidents in 
history. Each lias its dark domestic record, its heroic deeds, its fttes, and 
ournaments, and sieges, to detain the stranger, and excite his imagination. 
Farther still, the sublime summits of the Alps take possession of the scene, 
and strike the eye with the boldest images of eternity. 

Brugg is illustrious ns the hirth-placo of Zimmerman, and the held of Ins 

:r^-rrv- ££££ 

own of tr n had « hi. plot of burning dU 

of Brnlg Imn T ^ 1°"" through the town 

on their wny to letch the bishop of Bale, for the 
• Thepment Wmdisch, the town of Km™ , 

or this once magruheent city, which, in eitent.^omilauoT tS” ’''h* 2 ”’ n ° W ° CC “ pi part of ,},e VB5t am 
racnu, mutt hare exceeded all the other Homan *essl ’ ®’° U * arcbl lecture, anil luxurious embellish 

lll V hyof "* prosperity ten tunes T . Evc " »■ 

t t present A ugst— judging from exletmi; document. enc le »«d the imperial Augusta Rauracorunt 

r # i —7* r powcr -»* z^Tt b r b ^ very — - ■* *• ■« 

imd other public bmld.ngs, prttons, orbarracha. C °’° ny - The of the amph .theatre, 

.heeu.iWn.., . tarne ^ ” e «" I*rce P „bte It* vast for.ifical.ons extended froir 
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lemons S lalues of all ,hc prlncspal Uoman b 7 eleventh and tu.cn.j-f ret 

period*, with innumerahle other relics of the Ctesan ofth * nd s,lw » ,me been »t xanous 

Iwl oient of the eity. Many d.Jecrer.e* mBt . yet be contributed largely to the embel. 

are a great impediment to the antiquary, who ridaes anTld'm^w'mo^ 0 ,? 1 *'' ' W ' Ue modern st w clu "* 

more tnan a new mansion. 
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ratification of peace Accordingly, on the second night following, he again 
knocked at the gate of Brugg, saying, ** TVe hnng peace — here is the bishop 
— open jour gates' — Viewing, at the same time, two servants in the bishop » 
lireij Deceived by this stratagem, the guard withdrew the bolts, opened 
the gate, and in rushed Ealkenstem with four hundred ho-semen The town 
i as giren up to plunder, the. chief magistrate, the senators, and pnrcipal 
citizens, were imprisoned, and condemned to lose their heads But m the 
mean time, the alarm had spread — the peasants had armed— and Falhenstem 
finding it necessary to retreat, set fire to the town, and dragged his prisoners 
to an oak forest hard bj, to undergo their <cnience On reflection , howerer, 
it was deemed safer to transmute their ‘"ntencc to seclusion in the rock-built 
fortress of Lauflenbarg, which overlooks the Rhine, and there they were «iiut 
up But one of the prisoners, Burgi Kufler, having cfkcted lus descent from the 
tower hy means of the. bed-clothes, plunged into the nver, swam ashore, and 
flying to Brugg, discov cred tlie my stery of tlieir imprisonment— for their fellow- 
cmztns knen not that they were abac At this intelligence, the women of 
Brugg, nobly contributing nil that they possessed of pecuniary value, clubbed 
the amount, dnd, at a heavy ransom, succeeded at last jn rr«cuing tlieir husbands 
and lovers from the dungeon of LaulT-nburg 

To Komgsfelden, as the sepulchre of Ylbert, wc have already alluded, 
but the tragic circumstances which gave rise to it ns s religious foundation 
may justify a more particular notice m this place On the death of Gcsslcr, 
vh-n freedom had been achieved for thur country hy the patriot Tell, and the 
heroes of Grulh, the Emperor felt tint, unless re-established by some bold 
stroke, lus voice and supremnev were forever lost in Switzerland- Having so 
long lasted the sweets of authority, he was resolved not to resign it at the 
summons of a bind of peasants , but collecting a powerful arms , and attended 
by a brilliant ret nuc of kinsmen and cobles of his court, marched into the 
territory of Aargau Amongst tic numK of lus immediate ntrenlant*, was 
las nejhewand ward — John, duke of Swal ia — from whom, to check ami ition 
or to wxrurv. dependence, he had long p< rnvtrd in withholding In paternal 
11 hentancc Thu wren •, though dc*j ly felt, was scrupulouiK concealed an 1 
stlin Iv npened into deadly rancour On tb*- first of Mar, tl e emperor resumed 
Lu march from l!v , '-n, and the fatal opportunity presenting itself as they 
crossed the Jlcuai, near Wnthsch, tie duke be a deadly thru**, plunged bit 
spear into the neck of bn roval kinsman, exc' aiming — “ ^uth are the **~c» 
of I'yu'Wce 1 '" The t'nr was fijl'mrrd 1> o*l r*s fros> i) use in league wiJi 
lit i Rudolf, KnijJ t of Balm, transfixes! the bodv with 1 t line* , while 
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Walter of Eschcnbach gave the fitiisliing stroke by cleaving liis skull. The 
others of the imperial retinue, struck motionless, and horrified at the spectacle, 
could neither apprehend nor punish the assassins. Recovering at length their 
presence of mind— hut consulting only their personal safety— they fled precipi- 
tately from the scene, and left the murdered sovereign to expire in the arms 
of a poor woman who happened to he on the spot. 

" A peasant girl that royal bead upon her bosom laid. 

And shrinking notfoT woman’s dread, the face of death surveyed. 

Alone she sat — from lull and wood red sank the mournful sun , 

Fast gushed the fount of noble blood— treason its worst had done 1 
With her longhair die vainly pressed the wounds, to stanch their tide — 

Unknown, on that meek humble breast, imperial Albert died l ’• 

Such was tho universal horror with which even the minds .of liis friends 
were struck at the knowledge of this atrocious crime, that the parricide, and 
his associates, were suffered to wander about and perish without assistance, 
as if the curse of every human being followed their steps. The gates of Zurich 
were shut against them ; and even the Waldstetten, against whom the emperor 
had denounced such heavy vengeance, magnanimously shrank fropi harbouring 
his assassins.^ 

In the mean time, in conjunction with his widow, the empress Elizabeth, 
Leopold, duke of Austria, and Agnes, queen of Hungary — children of Albert, 
offered fearful sacrifices to his manes. In gratifying a blind, insatiable spirit of 
revenge, they slew the innocent along with the guilty, and, converting the 
slightest suspicion to a sentence of death, rioted in blood. Agnes, as if 
actuated by the very demon of revenge, caused numerous castles to be burnt to 
tlie ground; and, on one occasion, while the blood of sixty-three knights was 
flowing nt her feet, exclaimed, in ecstasy', “ Now am I bathing in may-dew !" 

Prostrate at the feet of this royal hyena, the lady of Rudolf, Baron Yon der 
Wart, implored the life of her husband; hut her tears and shrieks of despair 
—his own protestations of innocence, and absence of all proof, availed her 
nothing. Rudolf was broken on the wheel, and exposed, while yet alive, to 
bn. dftvwmcd. h^ vultures^ ami hix<l* of ycoy. Rut. osov. 'lAvtv. InR Vc, ^-A-p'ae tn> ■ 
the rack, and writhing under the pangs of a lingering death, words of undying 
uffection continued to drop from his bps; and were caught by his heart- 
broken consort, ns she knelt and prayed in agony at the foot of tlie scaffold 
till the last drops of existence were wrung from his tortured heart. 

■ ihe beautiful jwemby Sir*. IltMAR* 

1 Ttw v*rrtcttW. nevmbele**. obtained absolution Afterward i f re m ihe Tope, and entered on a avetly 
eourae of motlifcaUAti In wtne monastery 
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m the panorama. It maj be unnecessary to odd that the present ruin — the 
cradle of tlie Austnan family — dates from the remote epoch of 1020 

Kaiscrstuhl, the ancient Torum Tibeni, and another of the numerous fine 
points of view m this canton, is built at tlic foot of the mountain — its vails 
washed bj the Rhine — and, till 1817, communicated with the opposite hank b) 
n bridge, which was swept down by the inundations of that 3 ear. It is sur- 
rounded by a country of corn and wine, and in point ot situation is superb 
Lauffenburg is chicflj remarkable for the cataract of that name, where the 
boats descending tlie Rhine arc lowered hj means of ropes, and thus continue 
their course through the rapids with aafet} Here, in December 1705, the 
present Duchess d'AngoulCme rested several hours, after the exchange of state 
prisoners, which placed her — "the orphan daughter of a mart 3 Tcd line’ — 
under the protection of Austria It is the scene of various adientures and 
catastrophes. In this town, as above stated, tlic magistrates of I3rugg were 
imprisoned by Falkenstein, till the escape of Kuffer from one of its windows 
led to their release 

Rhemfelden, once so strong in its natural position and fortifications, was 
dismantled by the Trench in 1714 , and, during the previous wars, had suffered 
many disasters But the stratagem by which it was taken possession of by 
Gnmenberg, in 14-48, is probably less known This nobleman — to whom 

Austria, as an indemnification for the destruction of his castle, had given the 
town of Rhemfelden without consulting the good will of the inhabitants — entered 
into compact with Recliberg and Falkenstein, (the mcendiaiy of Aarau, and 
author of the midnight massacre at Brugg,) to gain the place by stratagem 
Accordingly, on a Sunday morning of November the same year, a barge of 
considerable burden, which had descended tlie Rhine laden with wood, armed 
during divine service, and dropt anchor in front of the town On board of this 
vessel were several men, seemingly peasants, dressed in long grey frocks, who gave 
out that they Were on their return from a pilgrimage to Emsiedeln, and only 
intended to halt a few hours in the town for refreshment Thus admitted, 
under the sacred character of devotees, they passed the gates , but wo sooner 
was this step accomplished, than they threw off their frocks, and appeared jn 
full armour The panic occasioned by such momentary transformation paralysed 
resistance They rushed upon the guard house, struck down or disarmed the 
sentinels, despatched the tax gatherers, and spread consternation through the 
street At the same moment one hundred and twenty of their associates sprang 
from beneath the timber with which the barge was seemingly laden, and rushed 
through the gate to support their comrades The unarmed and terrified citizens 
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fled, or fell under the merciless swords of the assassins The altars were crowded 
with despairing votaries — -the shrieks of women — the screams of children — 
the peals of the tocsin — and the shouts and execrations of the robbers, formed 
an awful contrast with the matin service in which the peaceable inhabitants 
had just been engaged. Staggered by the sudden irruption of armed brigands, 
the men of the town made no attempts to arrest their progress but, as their 
brothers fell around them, their nerves were restrung — blood called for blood — 
and arming themselves with whatever weapons fell m their way, they rushed 
to the repulse But now the conflict was necessarily brief for Grunenberg, 
who had lam in ambush on the landside, suddenly stormed the gate, and, 
throwing six hundred well armed men into the place, overpowered all resistance, 
and delivered up the town to indiscriminate carnage and plunder The par- 
ticulars attending this massacre of a defenceless population were of the most 
revolting description Driven from their dwellings, and plundered of every 
thing valuable, the families who escaped were received with great humanity 
at Basle, and lodged in the public hospital and inns Here the cold blooded 
outrage kindled such a spirit of indignation in favour of the Rhemfoldera, that 
a strong force was instantly mustered, and marched off to make reprisals, which 
they speedily effected. At Hesinghen they overtook, and completely routed 
Rechberg and Falhenstein — recovered a portion of the booty, and burnt to the 
ground several castles which had served as the strongholds of these titled robbers. 
By the treaty of peace which ensued, Rheinfelden was restored to Austria, 
and the nobles, who bad now fortified themselves in it, compelled to quit the 
town — a summons, however, which they contrived to evade till every tlung 
valuable had been removed — the doors, windows, and stoves demolished — and 
nothing left for their successors but the bare walls. 

Continuing our route towards Basle, the frontier line is flanked by the two small 
villages of Augst, covering the right and left banks of the Ergolz, and attracting 
the antiquary by the history of their splendid ongin Here stood the capital 
of the Rauraci — the Augusta Rauracorum of Latin authors — one of the most 
flourishing Roman settlements on this side the Alps, and only second, probably, 
to that of Vindonissa Its situation, at the conflux of the Rhine and Ergolz, 
was peculiarly favourable to mercantile pursuits, and for the maintenance of 
tliat authority to which the neighbouring country had yielded such reluctant 
obedience Time and barbarism, however, hare unfortunate!) left frw monu 
nients as existing testimony of the luxury to which it had attained , but enough 
remains to justifj the received opinion of its carl) importance in the rank of 
cities. Tlio ruins of the ancient amphitheatre were many )cars ago converted 
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into beautiful walks, under tbe taste and direction of M. Brenner, who also 
succeeded in forming a very interesting and extensive cabinet of Roman anti- 
quities found on tbe spot The environs are fertile and picturesque. 


CITY AND CANTON Or BASLE 

The canton of Basle bolds tbe eleventh station in tbe Helvetic Confederacy , 
with a territory of ten leagues long by eight broid The surface of the countrv 
is hilly , intersected by nch valleys, and traversed from south-east to north west 
by the Jura. At the restoration of peace, the Congress of Vienna granted 
considerable accessions to this canton, from the ancient bisliopnc of Basle 
The population at the present time is estimated at about fifty thousand, in- 
cluding a proportion of about five thousand Cathohes The form of government 
is very similar to that of the canton which we have just described # It recognizes 
no hereditary titles or privileges, but maintains a perfect equality in all that 
relates to political freedom and the administration of the laws All cede 
siastical affair s are managed by a synod with a moderator at their head, who has 
the title of Antistes, and in all respects similar — the office of high-commissioner 
excepted — to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 

Tbe city of Basle, in point of extent and accommodation, might serve as a 
metropolis for the whole confederacy But the modem population is much 
inferior to its ancient census , and many noble edifices, tbe residence of former 
affluence, are now either deserted, or have been converted to warehouses and 
other purposes very different from their original destination The town itself 
awakens many pleasing associations in the travellers mind As the early 
asylum of letters, and the sanctuary of Tehgious toleration, it enjoys many 
high testimonials , and although so much shrunk from its ordinal jwqportmtu^ 
has still m its moral and political institutions enough to command respect, and 
interest every philanthropic inquirer Its political constitution has under gone 
various changes and modifications, according to the mliuence of passinge vents 

At that period of rev olutionary violence which shook and unsettled — where 
it did not entirely dissolve — so many of the oldest governments m Europe, 

• Tbe contingent in men aSM m money 20 450 franca be colour, of the canton Mach a d wh te 
T1 * com ogertts however are alt subject to annual rev s on and modified accord ng to circumstance* 
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cun to an mdiJTtrcnt face, an interest w Inch a more elaborate display would 
entirely frustrate. It seems, as far as it extends at least, an apt illustration 
of tlie ** implex mundihts " Tlic ladies, nevertheless, show a decided pre- 
ference for bright colours, and indulge the innocent partiality whenever it is 
not expressly forbidden by the sumptuary law . The character of the citizens 
in general is that of frank hospitality and a refined taste 

The square of the cathedral, like its venerable pile,* is a central point of 
attraction, and generally the first to which strangers are conducted. The terrace, 
planted with luxuriant lime and chestnut trees, commands a prospect which, 
although less Alpino than those where we have lately paused, is peculiarly rich in 
every embellishment winch a long course of prosperity seldom foils to throw over 
the face of a country — more particularly # whcre it possesses features bke those of 
Basle, and the grand duchy of Baden But the imposing view which is here 
thrown open by the expanded Rhine — rolling at a depth of two hundred feet 
below the terrace, and presenting a breadth of one thousand three hundred 
feet — excludes more distant objects, and, at first sight at least, absorbs the 
whole attention Numerous boats, and rafts with their little isolated colonies, 
are seen floating with, or pulling against, the stream , others anchored, loading or 
discharging in the basin , while, along the banks, Swiss and Swabian, numerous 
villas, gardens, and summer houses, give life to the picture, and pleasing evidence 
of the easy circumstances and even opulence by which the citizens of Basle 
are thus enabled to indulge their love of nature and correct taste 

Next to this, the best view is from the Swabian side of the nver, or from 
the centre of the bridge — the latter point is peculiarly fine by moonlight, and 
presents at all times a favourable view of the long margin of grotesque, massy 
buildings — one of which is the principal inn — whose bulwarks and balconies 
spring, seemingly, from the bed of the nver, and, in some places, look as if 
they were ready to plunge, with their evening groups, into the channel beneath 
In the fine season the fruit and flower gardens are much frequented by evening 
parties , while others, accompanied with bands of music, spend the twilight on 
the w'ater, chanting at intervals their native strains of heroism and romance 

The University of Basle, the only institution of that extent in Switzerland, 
enjoys a reputation of long standing m the republic of letters Great exertions 
are now in progress to confer upon it a still higher name, by introducing into 

• Beyond the circumstance of its containing the tomb of Erasmus the cathedral though very sue ent 

has 1 trie of paramount interest fn the great halt attached M if the CEcucnen c Coutrcrt was held m the 
fifteenth century The tombs of Ecolampadius anl Anne of Hapaburg are also among its sepulchral 
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must look for whatever is of most interest in the history of Basle. Here the 
pacific votary of science lias often found shelter and encouragement. The 
names of Bernouilli, Euler, Meeheln, Iselin, Haris, Holbein, and many others, 
have entailed a classic celebrity upon the city which no political change can 
impair. Erasmus, though a native of Holland, resided many years in Basle. 
Wherever literature and science have been encouraged, they seem to leave a 
halo upon the spot which nothing can remove ; — like the site of some venerable 
temple, which independent of passing events, and so long as a stone of that 
temple remains — is still sacred ground. 

In walking through the streets of Basle* the number of fountains is a new 
and pleasing feature to a stranger ; and the more so, ns it combines utility with 
elegance, and harmonizes well with our ideas of social refinement and its 
consequences— the embellishments of art. But the town itself, though possess- 
ing many edifices of an imposing exterior, borders too closely upon the territories 
of France and Germany to show much that is peculiarly Swiss in aspect or 
character. In its triple claim, as a sharer in some of the peculiarities of each, 
it exhibits, in manners as in architecture, the ease and gaiety of France with 
the stately, and often sombre. Gothic of Swabia; and presenting the features 
of each in succession, the country to which it belongs seems almost a matter 
of conjecture. It looks like a stranger lately arrived in a new colony, who, 
although he may have adopted the dress and manners of those among whom 
he has come to reside, wears still too much of his old costume to pass for 
a native, and too little to be received as an entire stranger. 

Although not equally happy in other points of taste, the coiffure, of the 
air portion of the citizens is simple, neat, and becoming. It consists of a 
o\v o roa black ribbon, fixed so as to project a little from the crown of 
the head, and allow the vandyked extremities to fall half-way down the fare- 
lea . le very simplicity of this renders it effective, and communicates. 
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the course of lectures those subjects which the philosophy and science of more 
modem times have rendered indispensable to a liberal education. In further- 
ance of these patriotic views, professors, of acknowledged talents and experience, 
have begun their labours, and, from the progress already made, we may freely 
\ cnture to predict will speedily establish the claim of Basle as a favourite 
seat of the muses The library of the University, including that of Erasmus, 
is estimated at thirty thousand volumes, besides various MSS relating to the 
council of Basle— the last which supported its own free prerogative against trans- 
alpine despotism 'With these it unites a Museum, weU stored with antiquities 
and curiosities , and among the latter several paintings by Holbein 

In the Arsenal much warlike harness is shown— particularly that of Charles 
the Bold— in whom it is observed that courage was a fatal vice, and cowardice 
would have been a virtue 

The suburbs and soil around Basle are particular!} neb and productive, and 
it wou d be difficult to point out a situation so well adapted for commercial 
industry. The town is healthy, and, with the aid of its fountains and descent 
tow ards the m er, is kept remarkably clean and wholesome During the ravages 
.0 t ic ic death, which swept off such multitudes, even from the pure atmo- 
sphere of Switzerland, it suffered to a fearful amount The preceding winter 
haimg been unprecedentedly mild, the trees, grass, and fruits, were covered 
with venomous worms and caterpillars, and the fields overrun with mice On 
the List visitation the mortality continued upwards of twche montlis, when it 
was checked bj the return of a severe winter 

In 1G10, n similar pestilence, introduced, as it was supposed, by merchandize 
from the Levant, earned off four thousand citizens of Basle, and, penetrating 
1 1 rough the adjoining cantons, committed fearful ravages in the towns and 
villages * 

'Die streets of Basle, as well as the pnncipal thoroughfares leading through 
tie canton, present on appearance of great commercial activity , and this 
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“ are only fit for plunder — worsluppers of Bacchus, and not Bellona Shew 
them what the Swiss are ' And with this brief commission, the six hundred 
proceeded by forced marches to Basle, where they were joined by nine hundred 
of those employed in the reduction of Farnsburg, so as to constitute a body 
of one thousand five hundred men, for the protection of the frontier against 
thirty thousand 1 No time was to be lost, the enemy had already planted its 
standard on the plains of Munchenstem , the frontier was violated, and the Swiss 
flew to repulse the aggressors Night passed away in mutual forbearance, 
the enemy relied on their numbers — tbe Swiss on their perfect union of heart 
and sword At dawn, eight thousand of the enemy advanced, and the conflict 
began The French cavalry, led on by the knights, charged the Swiss columns 
with desperate impetuosity, but not a man flinched from his post— where\er 
the shot or the lance struck, there they fell But the gap was instantly filled 
up , and the impenetrable phalanx continued to advance, and to retaliate m such 
feaiful earnest, that the Armagnacs were driven back upon their entrenchments, 
leaving many of their best in the field 

Following up their advantage, the Swiss earned the first entrenchments , and, 
strewing their path with victims, pressed so hard upon the enemy’s advance guard, 
that they rushed precipitately into the river Bits,* m the hope of forming into 
line on the opposite bank, and annihilating their pursuers But the warm recep 
tion had both weakened their strength, and damped their courage, while it gave 
fresh edge to that of the Swiss 


The citizens of Basle, crmousl, watching every manamvre from tlieir battle- 
ments, and wound up to enthusiastic ardour at the unparalleled daring of the 
handful of men w ho thus slew aud repulsed thousands, rushed to their assistance 
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that the steel clad mass was driven bach upon its resene in shame and dis- 
comfiture The rattling of the Swiss blades upon the French armour resembled 
the welding hammers of some vast forge in fierce and incessant operation, while 
the blood that gushed through their mail of proof added fearful testimony to 
the blows In vain the Trench invoked their patron of cluvaliy — the English 
the spirit of their heroic ancestors — the Swabian his saints — the Austrian 
his revenge — and threw themselves in dense columns upon the Swiss St3i 
the torrent flowed on, and as it flowed, bore down all before it Then dividing 
into three several branches, earned destruction through the centre, and swept 
off the resisting flanks to right and left 

The conflict had already continued from day-break till noon, but still the 
victory was contested with unabated fury The rudely formed cannon of the 
time, blazed and thundered on the right The heavy mailed cavalry, encumbered 
by their own strength, charged, plunged, and recoiled, before the shock of the 
Swiss spears The infantry, armed with bows and battle-axes, and spears, 
and arquebusses, committed fearful havoc among the wavering columns As 
their heavy masses still advanced, and were still mown down, the barrier 
between the combatants formed a mound of the dead and dying, over whose 
jet warm bodies they grappled with a ferocity which equallj denied and scorned 
the proffer of quarter The flags of Berne, Basle, and Soleure, were still waved 
m defiance, and borne with fearful slaughter through the enemy s ranks, while 
the standards of France and Austria were alternately struck down, and raised 
by fresh bearers 

Two Swiss kinsmen having been drawn into an isolated position, where they 
were exposed at once to eight of the enemy, one of them sank under the 
accumulated blows of the Armagnacs, who were already in the act of wantonly 
mutilating the body, when the other, rushing forward, levelled the ruffians with 
Ins battle axe, threw the body upon Ins shoulder, and bore it off to a place where 
it would be safe from insult. Returning to the scene of action, and offering a 
last sacrifice to the manes of lus fnend, he fell gloriously with his comrades 

The Swiss hail now, at the point of the sword, licwn their way into tho very 
centre of the enemy , but who, surrounding them on all sides, succeeded at last 
in cutting them into tw o divisions — one of which resofutefj continued the struggfe 
back to back in tiie plain, wlulc the other, entrenching itself within the walls 
and burial ground of St James a Hospital, renewed tbe combat with a vigour 
and effect which staggered their assailants, and added fearfully to the slaughter 
Already thu death roll of the enemy had ihnce outnumbered the whole Swiss 
force , but fresh troops were still poured in, and the ranks of the Confederates, 
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the course of lectures those subjects which the philosophy and science of more 
modern times have rendered indispensable to a liberal education In further- 
ance of these patriotic views, professors, of acknowledged talents and experience, 
have begun their labours, and, from the progress already made, we may freely 
venture to predict will speedily establish the claim of Basle as a favourite 
seat of the muses The library of the University, including that of Erasmus, 
is estimated at thirty thousand volumes, besides various MSS relating to the 
council of Basle — the last which supported its own free prerogative against trans- 
alpine despotism With these it unites a Museum, well stored with antiquities 
and curiosities, and among the latter several paintings by Holbein 

In the Arsenal much warlike harness is shown — particularly that of Charles 
the Bold — in whom it is observed that courage was a fatal vice, and cowardice 
would have been a virtue 

The suburbs and soil around Basle are particularly nch and productive , and 
it would be difficult to point out a situation so well adapted for commercial 
industry The town is healthy, and, with the aid of its fountains and descent 
towards the river, is kept remarkably clean and wholesome During the ravages 
of the black death, which swept off such multitudes, even from the pure atmo- 
sphere of Switzerland, it suffered to a fearful amount The preceding winter 
having been unprecedentedly mild, the trees, grass, and fruits, were covered 
with venomous worms and caterpillars, and the fields overrun with mice On 
the last visitation the mortality continued upwards of twelve months, when it 
was checked by the return of a severe winter. 

In 1G10, a similar pestilence, introduced, as it was supposed, by merchandize 
from the Levant, carried off four thousand citizens of Basle, and, penetrating 
through the adjoining cantons, committed fearful ravages in the towns and 
villages • 

The streets of Basle, as well as the principal thoroughfares leading through 
the canton, present an appearance of great commercial activity, and tins 

• In Obwalden alone •*80 victims were com gned to one grave 5 000 penal e<l in Zuncl , and o t 
ot the comparatively thin population of Gian*, 2 000 more in Tl urgiiu the death* amounted to 31 581 i 
whole village* were depopulated— and of the cm re poj ulatton at least one To irth fell a »*cr Bee to tl e 
peat lenuat acoi rge It ia Ten arkabtc a* alrea ty elated in a former page t! at the auhterraneo u gorge 
*nd bail a of Ffcflcn were wholly exempted from the 1 orrora of tl e black death and afforded an invlolible 
(ancillary dur ng tl e whole period of ita devtnictive progreM.— (For particular*, fee tl e Sir « 1 nor ana.) 
■'Onw account of the eitent to wh vh tl e late cholera imitated ita d «mal promt*] e w It be found In the 
court* of the preterit work — 1 1 w 11 not be tl ought (urpmiog that among a people alwaya tea ly to extract 
tome | lea* ng or painful memor »! from every patting erent, the 1 lack death at ould I are (urn •! cd the 
Trench toll rr w th two or more new and charactrmttc form* of Smj rccation wh eh hare aumred even 
ih* Ilero!ul on 
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the course of lectures those subjects which the philosophy and science of more 
modem tunes have rendered indispensable to a liberal education. In further- 
ance of these patriotic views, professors, of acknowledged talents and experience, 
have begun their labours, and, from the progress already made, we may freely 
venture to predict will speedily establish the claim of Basle as a favourite 
seat of the muses The library of the University, including that of Erasmus, 
is estimated at thirty thousand volumes, besides various MSS relating to the 
council of Basle — the last which supported its own free prerogative against trans- 
alpine despotism With these it unites a Museum, well stored with antiquities 
and curiosities, and among the latter several paintings by Holbein 

In the Arsenal much warlike harness is shown — particularly that of Charles 
the Bold — in whom it is observed that courage was a fatal vice, and cowardice 
would have been a virtue 

The suburbs and soil around Basle are particularly nch and productive , and 
it would be difficult to point out a situation so well adapted for commercial 
industry The town is healthy, and, with the aid of its fountains and descent 
towards the river, is kept remarkably clean and wholesome During the ravages 
.of the black-death, which swept off such multitudes, even from the pure atmo- 
sphere of Switzerland, it suffered to a fearful amount The preceding winter 
having been unprecedentedly mild, the trees, grass, and fruits, were covered 
with venomous worms and caterpillars, and the fields overrun with mice On 
the last visitation the mortality continued upwards of twelve months, when it 
was checked bj the return of a severe winter. 

In 1G10, a similar pestilence, introduced, as it was supposed, by merchandize 
from the Levant, carried ofT four thousand citizens of Basle, and, penetrating 
through the adjoining cantons, committed fearful ravages in the towns and 
villages • 

The streets of Basle, as well as the principal thoroughfares leading through 
t ic canton, present an appearance of great commercial eclavitj , and this 
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acquires a still more imposing cnaracter from the magnificent nver, which floats 
innumerable barges, and at this point becomes the great, uninterrupted, medium 
of intercourse with Holland Of the numerous manufactures, wluch here give 
scope to the spirit of native enterprise, the sdL trade is by far the most flou 
nsbing and lucrative, and gives constant employment to a great portion of the 
inhabitants The export of me is also very considerable , and during the 
fairs, held here in the beginning of October, the streets and suburbs of Basle 
afford one of the most attractive and animated pictures to be met with m any 
part of the continent 

"Without adverting to the veiy recent events which interrupted for a time the 
harmony of the place — hut which, like sparks that indicated an approaching 
conflagration, were happily subdued — we proceed *to take a survey of the Field 
of St James* — a field with which the heroic records of Switzerland arc proudly 
identified 

At the period when the arms of the Confederacy were fully occupied by the 
siege of Zurich, and in storming the fortified castle of Famsburg — the strong 
bold of Falkenstcm, to whose atrocious conduct we have already adverted — a 
vast bod} of troops, amounting to tlurty thousand, suddenly appeared in sight 
of Basle 

They were under the command of the dauphin of Trance, and had been 
hastily assembled m support of the emperor, whose wars m other parts having 
weakened his meins of defending Zurich, left it exposed to severe and accurau 
htmg pin aliens Tins arm} was composed of all those heterogeneous materials 
which the Comte d’Armagnac had drawn from England, f and other countries, 
to bear arms against France, and when subsequently disbanded, had overrun 
the country in marauding enterprises, under the name of Armimiacs Although 
weakened by insubordination, still desperation suppbed the place of discipline, 
and fitted them for nny enterprise that laid out the hopes of plunder, and the 
means of gratifying their dissolute propensities 

Hie nppcarAncc of tins armed multitude, which hung like a thundercloud ovir 
tl o cit} of Basic, struck the citizens with dismay Expresses were instanti} 
forwarded to the camp before Zurich, to crave advice and assistance But 
tfieir brother confederate*, cither mistrusting the reputed 1 numbers of the 
enemy, or despising their character, ordered a detachment of only six hundred 
men to march for the protection of Basle " These poltroons " said tl ev 
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a are on ]y fit for plunder — worshippers of Bacchus, and not Bellona Shew 
them what the Swiss arc 1 And with this brief commission, the sit hundred 
proceeded by forced marches to Basle, where they were joined by nine hundred 
of those employed in the reduction of Farnsburg, so as to constitute a body 
of one thousand five hundred men, for the protection of the frontier against 
thirty thousand' No time was to be lost, the enemy had already planted its 
standard on the plains of Munclienstcin , the frontier was violated, and the Swiss 
flew to repulse the aggressors Night passed away in mutual forbearance, 
the enemy relied on their numbers — the Swiss on them perfect union of heart 
and sword At dawn, eight thousand of the enemy advanced, and the conflict 
began The French cavalry, led on by the knights, charged the Swiss columns 
with desperate impetuosity, but not a man flinched from Ins post — wherever 
the shot or the lance struck, there they fell But the gap was instantly filled 
up , and the impenetrable phalanx continued to advance, and to retaliate in such 
fearful earnest, that the Axmagnacs were driven back upon their entrenchments, 
leaving many of their best in the field 

Following up their advantage, the Swiss carried the first entrenchments , and, 
strewing their path with victims, pressed so hard upon the enemy s advance guard, 
that they rushed precipitately into the river Birs * in the hope of forming into 
line on the opposite bank, and annihilating their pursuers But the warm recep 
tion had both weakened their strength, and damped their courage, while it gave 
fresh edge to that of the Swiss 

The citizens of "Basle, anxiously watching every manceuvre from their battle 
ments, and wound up to enthusiastic ardour at the unparalleled daring of the 
handful of men who thus slew and repulsed thousands, rushed to their assistance 
— but with the hope of securing their safe retreat into the city, not of con 
turning a combat which the vast disparity of numbers rendered so apparently 
hopeless for the Swiss But such a proposal was felt as an indignity, and the 
gallant hand plunging into the nver, swam stoutly across, under a heavy fire 
from the artillery then scaling the steep banks, and dashing through the line, 
attacked the enemy in Ins last and strongest position 

Every brigade was now in motion, and threatened to crush the confederates 
as they approached The combat became general The Alsatian horse made 
several desperate efforts to break through the Swiss phalanx, hut their 
semed spears presented an impregnable hedge in front, while their two handed 
swords, iron clubs and ponderous maces, did such deadly execution in flank, 

• I 181" IS a fearful inundat 0 „ of ih s deep and rap d stream d d great damage to the eountrj and 
uccas oned tue loss of several 1 ves 
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that the steel-dad mass was driven hack upon its reserve in shame and dis- 
comfiture The rattling of the Swiss blades upon the French armour resembled 
the welding h a mm ers of some vast forge in fierce and incessant operation , whil e 
the blood that gushed through their mail-of proof added fearful testimony to 
the blows In vain the French invoked their patron of chivaliy — the English 
the spirit of their heroic ancestors — the Swabian his saints — the Austrian 
lus revenge — and threw themselves in dense columns upon the Swiss Still 
the torrent flowed on, and as it flowed, bore down all before it Then dividing 
into three several branches, earned destruction through the centre, and swept 
off tbe resisting flanks to right and left 

The conflict had already continued from day-break till noon, hut still the 
victorj was contested with unabated fury The rudely formed cannon of the 
time, blazed and thundered on the right The heavy mailed cavalry, encumbered 
by their own strength, charged, plunged, and recoiled, before the shock of the 
Swiss spears The infantry, armed with bows and battle-axes, and spears, 
and arquebusses, committed fearful havoc among the wavering columns As 
their heavy masses still advanced, and were still mown down, the barrier 
between the combatants formed a mound of the dead and dying, over whose 
jet warm bodies they grappled with a ferocity which equally denied and scorned 
the proffer of quarter Tbe flags of Berne, Basle, and Solcure, were still waved 
in defiance, and borne with fearful slaughter through the enemy’s ranks, while 
the standards of France and Austria were alternately struck down, and raised 
b} fresh bearers 

Two Swiss kinsmen having been drawn into an isolated position, where they 
were exposed at once to eight of the enemy, one of them sank under the 
accumulated blows of tbe Armagnacs, who w ere already in the act of wantonly 
mutilating tlic bod}, when the other, rushing forward, levelled the ruffians with 
lus battle axe, threw the body upon bis shoulder, and bore it off to a place where 
it would be safe from insult Returning to the scene of action, and ofllnng a 
last sacrifice lu the manes of his fiiend, he fell gloriously with hi s comrades 

The Swiss had now, at the point of the sword, hewn their way into the very 
centre of the enemy , but who, surrounding them on all sides, succeeded at last 
in cutting them into two divisions — one of which resoi'ufci} continued the struggiV 
lack to back in the plain, while the other, entrenching itself within the walls 
and burial ground of St James s Hospital, renewed tbe combat with a vigour 
and effect which staggered their assailants, and added fearfully to the slaughter 
\ lrc adj the death roll of the cnem} had thrice outnumbered the whole Swiss 
force, but fresh troops were still poured in, and the ranks of the Confederates, 
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relieved h) no nnulw aid, lnd non dwindled to n mere handful of men,— hut 
the**, neither giving nor accepting quirttr, continued the struggle, and fell 
where the) stood Tlirice tlicv rcpuUed the cncm) ■ clnrgc, and twice they 
rushed into the thickest of the tnehe with the desperation of men revolted to 
conquer or perish But trencher) and strit-gcm were now nt work Ahead) the 
flames hrd caught the church and hospital, and in a foe minutes the conflagra- 
tion wa3 nt its height Seized with momentar) consternation at this unloosed for 
calimit), the wreck of the Swiss was driven from its position The walls 
weie broken down, and the cncm), rushing m nt ever) gap, ami placing them 
betwixt the confligrition of the budding, brought the heroic Swi«s to Im 
Not n man was left, or surrendered — all died on the spot — mnet) nine in the 
flames, the rest b) the sword, and after a conflict of ten hours Out of the 
fifteen hundred, ten onl) nro reported to base sued themselves b) flight 
But so heinous vans this ofTcncc in the c)cs of their countiymcn, that thev 
were stigmatized ns utterl) unworth) of the heroic hand who had shed their 
blood in the cause— treated as outcasts— and excluded from all participation 
in the honours bestowed upon the dead * 

At the close of the battle, one of the Armagnac leaders, Burkhard Munch, 
of Auenstun, while riding with other knights to mow the scene of carnage, 
took a ferocious pleasure in pointing out with insulting railltr) the wounded 
and lifeless bodies of the Swiss — ■" Now, saul he, 11 1 feel, in spuming their 
base bom clay, that m) sows nre complete — the ser) grass d)cd with their 
blood seems a path of roses ' lie had hardly finished the sentence, when 
a stone, launched with expiring effort from the hand of Arnold Sclnk, one 
of the wounded Swiss, shattered Ins skull, and hurled him to the earth — 
“ There — there' said Arnold, with a faint com ulsne shout, “ now smell me 
the ‘ roses’ thou pratest of, and tell me their scent' 

The dauplnn, Louis, not dating to advance in an expedition which had 
received so dreadful a check, remained on the field of battle, for an alarm 
had reached him that the siege of Zurich was raised, and the Confederates on 
their march to support the efforts of the day with their entire force ** By the 
cross of St Denys said lie, “ those he men whom I had much rather meet as 
fnends than foes To cultivate their acquaintance on such terms as we have 
done to day, would bo too expensive, so we will take our leave for the present 

• T1 s battle was fought on the 26th of August HM — On the woody he ght near Dasle 4000 Austrians 
were aga n touted n 1499 by 1 000 Sw sa and soon afterwards in the same d str et, 15 000 of the former, 

by 8 000 Confederates In the last instance the pr nee of TuTstenberg and 3 000 Austrians were left 
dead on the field, lb s was the bat le of Dornach to wh eh we have already adverted —See Zschokkb. 
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— one more suet victory, and we are lost.' Foil of a chivalrous feeling of 
respect for the Swiss, the Dauphin accordingly retired upon Ensisheim, where a 
peace was shortly after concluded between France and the Confederates 


CANTONS OF SOLEURE AND NEUCHATEL. 

“ Qae i2 ob;*B nsKmllii dans ce fraia paysage 1 
Le flenre en sod heureux passage 
KeSich t de set bards is fertile beanri. 

Qae le c el est Sere n quel cal me dans les champs ' 

Que ce< s te» ton( doux ! qae ces heux sont tpuebants 

The canton of Soleure, or Solothurn — distinguished as the tenth m the Con 
federation — extends between the Jura and the Aar, over a space of twelve 
leagues in length, by ten in breadth It is divided into two districts— the 
higher and lower The latter, watered by the Aar, and numerous inferior 
nvers, presents a scere of great fertility , and with the exception of that portion 
of the plain immediately above the city, which is rather marshy, is covered 
with fruit trees, forests, wheat fields, and meadows The higher district, 
formed by that part of the Jura which traverses the canton from S W to 
Js E , is intersected by numerous valleys, through which roads, embracing 
a profusion of picturesque scenery, and opening upon numerous ruined fortresses 
of the olden tune, communicate with the territory of Basle, and the Rhenish 
border The most remarkable among these feudal ruins are those of Thierstein 
hrobourg, and Falkenstein — to the last of which we have lately adverted in the 
history of its lord. 

The lughest points in this district of the Jura are the Hasenmatt, the Rothi 
and \ wide — about two thousand feet above the Aar — all calcareous, and 
abounding m shells and petrifactions Besides the Aar, the principal mers 
ate the Ernme, the Donueron, and the Lnsel The lakes are only two in 
number, small, and in no respect remarkable The cattle fed in the mountain 
pasture* are among the finest in Switzerland and are now estimated at upwards 
of twenty thousand The Soleure ox is of a breed peculiar to the canton 
and fetches a high price in the market. In the quality and abundance of its 
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produce, tins canton may be considered as one of the most fertile m Switzer- 
land Though little cultivated, the sine, m certain aspects, thrives luxuriantly, 
while fruit, and every hind of gram, arc produced in abundance For some 
time past, great pains have been tahen to improic the meadows by irrigation, 
and the arable by a free adoption of those means which the study of agriculture 
1m more recently thrown open, and m no other canton of Switzerland, in pro- 
portion to its population, are so many hands employed in rural labour The 
principal sources of revenue are the horse and cattle markets, fire wood, marble, 
the transport of merchandise, the iron mines of the canton, and cotton xnanu 
factories The annual revenues of the state amount to two hundred thousand 
Swiss francs 

The sovereign and legislative power is exercised by the great Council, con 
sisting of one hundred and one members, from whom the lesser council of 
twenty-one is elected, and charged with the executive authority To bo eligible 
to the first of these, the candidate must have completed lus twenty fourth year, 
be an active citizen, free of all responsibility for the debts of others, and master 
of at least two thousand francs in money, or other substantial property A 
father and his son, or two brothers, cannot, at the same time, be members of 
the lesser council, or of the same tribunal Every* eight years the lesser 
council is subject, under certain forms to a strict scrutiny on the part of the 
greater and thus the affairs of government are conducted with exemplary 
vigilance and impartiality * 

The formed worship, now confined to one prefecture— namely, the four 
parishes of Bucheggberg, containing a population of four thousand-was adopted 
till the battle of Cappel, m thirty four communes, but winch the fate of that 
ch BU P p * essed_re5tored the ^cient ntes by force of arms, and completely 
ec e e progress of the Reformation in Soleure, where at first its doctrines 
had been embraced with peculiar favour The last census states the entire 
popuUtnm at fifty three thousand In 1827, the number of ecclesiastics was 
monks n ^ T' .t ^ a[,< ^ two fc he inhabitants — namely, ninety eight 
Zlt “ d *"“*«'"» one hundred and twenty seven 

thousand fiv l, * S ° W a population of old, four 

one to sixty tune 'ti, ^ ’ counted sm P flve ecclesiastics— a proportion of 
7 The canton forms part of the bishopric of Basle whose 
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jurisdiction extends over tlie whole northern frontier of Switzerland, and Soleure 
is ~now the Episcopal residence 

The town, of Soleure, the ancient Solodurum, is picturesquely situated 
about lialf a league from the southern flank. of the Jura, and divided into 
two unequal parts by the rapid waters of the Aar The church of Sh Ursus, 
constructed little more than half a century ago, by the Italian architect, 
PisOni, for the sum of one million nine hundred and twenty thousand francs, 
French money, is justly admired for the elegance of its design and erecu 
tion, and considered as the finest specimen of ecclesiastical architecture in 
Switzerland The Jesuit's Church — the Town House — the Arsenal — the Hotel 
of the French ambassadors, now a caserne — the Orphan Hospital — the Prison,* 
admirably constructed— the Theatre, and five convents, are severally deserving 
of attention But that which most attracts the curiosity of strangers is the 
Hermitage of St Veruie, founded by an Egyptian anebonte, intbe seventeenth 
century 

At a quarter of a league to the north of the town, and on the lull behind 
the charming retreat of the Hermitage, are the celebrated limestone quarries 
of Soleure The method employed for blasting the rock is that of Jc'sop 
by which, in addition to the usuil charge of powder, a quantitr of sand is 
introduced, by which means, two explosions are sufficient to separate from the 
sotid mass, blocks of one thousand to six thousand cubic feet, and generally 
without their sustaining the slightest injury Mr Pllugcr, a gentleman of 
science, and inhabitant of Soleure, has the credit of being the first to recommend 
tlus method to the attention of his countrymen, the result of which has been so 
satisfactory, and also to introduce, at his private expense, the practice in Brazil of 
mixing with the powder intended for use, a quantity of moistened fir saw-dust, 
double that of the powder, m which he has perfectly succeeded \ anous blocks 
thus detached, of a single piece, have been formed into basins of fifteen or 
eighteen feet in length, by ten or twelve in breadth, and been transported as 
fountains to the remote cantons, as well os into Germany The marble quames 
of Soleure contain several varieties that nearest the town is extremely curious 
on account of the petrifactions and incrustations with which it is filled The 
student of natural history will enjov a great treat in visiting the ealinei 
firmed by the Abbt Hug gr, and since purchased by the town Among the 
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had rendered their arms mrincible “ United," he said, “ ) e hare become pro- 
sperous at home — respected and feared abroad would ye now forego that 
glorous reputation and privilege for a disputed share in the plunder of Bur- 
gundy ? * Let not the surrounding states, I conjure you, imagine for an instant 
tbit our interna] harmony is interrupted, or that our domestic differences are 
to favour their own perfidious designs Let the towns generously forego those 
privileges which are obnoxious to the ancient Confederates Let mutual 
forbearance produce mutual reconciliation 1 Let the old cantons reflect bow 
bravelj the citizens of Fnburg and Soleure have seconded them in the hour 
of battle, and receive them into the bosom of the Confederacy But beware — 
beware of extending too widely the boundary which encircles you, shun 
foreign quarrels — avoid party spirit — and spurn the ignoble thought of bartering 
jour country s good for the strangers gold Union is the soul and source of 
freedom— dissension the rock on which it is split, and having tasted the sweets 
of independence, how would j e relish the bitterness of bondage ? 

Such was the effect of this patriotic harangue, that, in a single hour, all 
cause of dissension had vanished — a new light broke in upon the nssemblj , and 
the same daj bolh Soleure and Tnburg were welcomed into the Confederacy f 
The gre-it object of lus pious errand thus accomplished, the liemut returned to 
Ins solitude, the diputies to tlicir respective cantons, and all to their dutj 
Mutual confidence and mutual kindness were reestablished in everj dwelling, 
and from the Alps to the Jura the bells proclaimed the jojful tidings of peace 
and reconciliation 

Soleure has on more than one occasion been pnmdcntiallj saved from the 
severest of all calamities, midnight treason and massacre The following is an 
• instance Count Rudolph, of hjburg, — whose mountain fortress of Bipp was 
situated at a short distance from the town, and which he hid received tn fee from 
the Counts of Thierstcin, — observed with deep regret the alienation, through fault 
of lus predecessors, of so large a portion of his family possessions , for, nt lint turn, 
Thur and Aarhcrg had fallen os mortgages into the hands of Bern By virtue 
of »omt rights, real or imaginary, he advanced a claim on Soleun , and flattered 
himself, that, bj stratagem or force, be might regain possession of all those 
I laces With this view, he clandestine Ij mustered abettors cm oil sides ond 
designed, ami lit the darkness of the night, to surprise and take possession of 
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with France disappear m the south -frontier ther approximate closely to those 
cf Berts, and in the opposite direction to tho^e of Basle. The climate of the 
canton, with few exceptions, u healths- , and in the lowe- district, the tempera 
tore is m2d and g eniaL 

Among the ce’ebrated points of view to wh.ch the attention of strangers 

direct'd, t h at from the s umm it of the Weis^enstein is by far the most 
remarkable, both m extent and combination. It takes precedence, indeed, 
OTe** every other in the chain of the Jura, and is not surpassed by even the 
most celebrated among the Alps Since th- publication of Kellers Panorama, 
taken from th.s summit, the number of Grangers has vearly augmented , and 
the inducement to visit the «cene is greatlv increased bv th“ facility of making 
the ascent in chcn-a-bcnes On the «manut is an estens’re inn, recently 
enlarged, at an addit onal expanse of thirtv thousand francs on the part of 
government, and which visitors mar teach even on foot, w tuo hours and a 
half from Science It contains t wen tv r oar apartments, forty two bed,, two 
public rooms and a talle-a ctarg~r, with an excellent table <Th6te, stab'e*, and 
coach houses Here, the milk diet and mountain air ara often recommended 
to invaLds who report in considerab’e numbers to the Weissenstem during the 
fne season The view comprises the majestic development of the whole cham 
of Alps over an extent of one hundred and thirty, to one hundred and fortv 
leagues, from the Tmi'cse frontier to the "rt of Mont Blanc , with the rummi* 
of Monte Rosa in th<* south, and flanked on the cast with the * wild and 
was’e Schreckhom," the Munch, and Jungfrau By shifting his position to 
the signal station on th- Rothiflu**, or to the Has»nmatt, the spectator will 
enjov a wider and still more vanegated paroroma. 

The Hermitage to wb.ch we have alluded is much ns ted bv strangers , and 
there are few, perhaps, who would not, with 'light riofhfcatiors be delighted 
to exchange th« bustl- and tumult cf life for its trarquil shade and the enjov 
ment of that sublime scenerv in which it is embosomed, \dvanemg through 
a little vallev, the hermitage presents itse’f at the foo* of a rock where the 
modem anchorite (without desp "Eg the prospect of worldlv recompense) 
receives hi* guest*, and conduct* t' cm with cheerful assiduirj to a chapel hewn 
oat of the rock. Here, on everv IIolv Fndav, t^e ratives assemble in crowds 
to o' 7 * r their devo ions He next conducts h j p oj$ vis tora to the spot where, 
according to the legend, the venerable saint bound himse f to a rock m order 
to re* u the force of a torrent in wl ch Lis grand advexara the derd incensed 
at tie pun r of the h*nmt * IS had vainly laboured to swallow h a c,n 
BiTcd in th s sav* the gu.de, be rrat attctnp'ed to ertuh him unde- a shower 
vou. it n 
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nr felling rocU— but all of wludi tbe hulj man partird unit inch mctciliblc 
ailroitnc«, as complctcl) to foil tlic demon and In* "orks 

The hutoncil records which nppl) more particular!) to Solcure and its 
territory, arc full of inters. it or instruction Hu. following traits maj serve as 
a mirror to reflect a few characteristic features of the olden time 

As the town of Solcure had bravclv supported the cause of the Confederates in 
most of their wars, particular!) m those with Burgund), it had established a 
fair claim of admission as one of the united cantons But tins measure, 
though recommended b) Bern, was defeated by the jealous) of the small 
cantons The latter, indeed, were so vehement in their objections, tint the 
people of Soleure and 1 nburg gcneiousl) ofleml to abandon the question, 
though, sccrctl), they could not forgm- the insult Mutual distrust and 
jealous) were at length vented in words — mutual defiance passed between them, 
and symptoms of an approaching convulsion were manifested 

The pastor of Stanz, grieved at the prospect of the miser) which thus threatened 
his country, suddenly quitted home, and repaired to the solitude of llnnfttabel, 
to communicate the distressing news to Nicholas von dcr Hue, the hermit of 
Saxeln, in Obwaldcn Tins holy man, having retired from Ins fatiul) and the 
world, and fixed his habitation on a sohtarj rock in the desert, had there spent 
many) ears in pra)cr and meditation, and was held in great reverence by the 
people for the acknowledged sanctit) of lus life The hard boards of his 
cell scried lum for a couch — a stone for lus pillow, and a belief was current 
that he had lived for years on no other nourishment than the monthl) sacrament 
at tlie altar But though now reasoning as a saint, he had fi.lt, and could still 
feel, as a man , and in the war of Thurgau had displayed a valour and humanity 
wlncli did equal honour to lum ns a Christian and a soldier As soon as he 
heard from the pastor the tidings which augured so ill for lus country s peace, 
he quitted his cell, hastened to Stanz, and presented himself in tlic liall of 
the assembled diet At an appearance so strange and unexpected, all rose 
iu Silence , and through the coarse garb and attenuated features of the saint 
could still discern the workings of a patriotic soul, and recognized the arm 
that once, though now trembling with age and sorrow, had been the shield of 
his country, and the terror of her adversaries Tor an instant he stood m 
the midst of the assembly like a messenger charged with duties which heaven 
itself had imposed then raising his voice like one who, though sent to com- 
mand was anxious to conciliate and persuade, exhorted them m the name of 
Him who had so often given them and their fathers the victory, to bury their 
mutual resentment and restore that fraternal spirit of concord which thus far 
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had rendered their arms invincible “ United,’ he said, “ ye have become pro- 
sperous at home — respected and feared abroad would ye now forego that 
glorons reputation and privilege for a disputed share in the plunder of Bur- 
gundy ? * Let not the surrounding states, I conjure you, imagine for an instant 
that our internal harmony is interrupted, or that our domestic differences are 
to favour their own perfidious designs Let the towns generously forego those 
privileges which are obnoxious to the ancient Confederates Let mutual 
forbearance produce mutual reconciliation 1 Let the old cantons reflect how 
bravely the citizens of Fnburg and Soleure have seconded them m the hour 
of battle, and receive them into the bosom of the Confederacy. But beware — 
beware of extending too widely the boundary which encircles you , «hun 
foreign quarrels — avoid party spirit — and spurn the ignoble thought of bartering 
your country's good for the strangers gold Union is the soul and source of 
freedom — dissension the rock on which it is «plit , and having tasted the sweets 
of independence, how would ye relish the bitterness of bondage ? 

Such was the effect of this patriotic harangue, that, m a single hour, all 
caus° of dissension had vanished — a new light broke in upon die assembly, and 
the «ame day both Soleure and Fnburg were welcomed into the Confederacy f 
The great object of lm> pious errand thus accomplished, the hermit returned to 
bis solitude, the deputies to their respective cantons, and all to their dutj 
Mutual confidence and mutual kindness were reestablished in every dwelling, 
and from the Alps to the Jura the bells proclaimed the joyful tidings of peace 
and reconciliation. 

Soleure has on more than one occasion been providentially ■=ared from the 
severest of all calamities, midnight treason and massacre The following is an 
instance Count Rudolph, of Kyburg, — whose mountain fortress of Bipp was 
situated at a short distance from the town, and which he had recen ed m fee from 
the Counts of Thierstem, — observed with deep regret the alienation, through fault 
of his predecessors, of so large a portion of his famdy possessions , for, at that time, 
Thur and Aarberg had fallen as mortgages into the hands of Bern. By virtue 
of some rights, real or imaginary, he advanced a claim on Soleure, and flattered 
himself, that, by stratagem or force, he might regain possession of all those 
places W itb this view, he clandestinely mustered abettors on all sides, and 
designed, amidst the darkness of the night, to surprise and take possession of 

* V sp nt of d smut and an mesity had discovered itself among them respecting the allotment of the 
booty captured in Burgundy as well as on the question of adm tong Soleure and Fnburg nto the Con*e* 
djracj — S-eiatlr 
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of falling rocks— but all of which the holy wan parried with such incredible 
adroitness, as completely to foil the demon and his works 

The historical records which apply more particularly to Soleure and its 
territory, are foil of interest or instruction The following traits may serve as 
a mirror to reflect a few characteristic features of the olden time 

As the town of Soleure had bravely supported the cause of the Confederates in 
most of their wars, particularly in those with Burgundy, it had established a 
fair claim of admission as one of the united cantons But tins measure, 
though recommended by Bern, was defeated by the jealousy of the small 
cantons The latter, indeed, were so vehement in their objections, that the 
people of Soleure and Friburg generously offered to abandon the question, 
though, secretly, they could not forgive the insult Mutual distrust and 
jealousy were at length vented in words — mutual defiance passed between them, 
and symptoms of an approaching convulsion were manifested 

The pastor of Stanz, grieved at the prospect of the misery which thus threatened 
his country, suddenly quitted home, and repaired to the solitude of Ranfttabel, 
to communicate the distressing news to Nicholas von dcr Hue, the hermit of 
Saxeln, m Obwalden This holy man, having retired from his family and tlic 
world, and fixed his habitation on a solitary rock in the desert, had there spent 
many years m prayer and meditation, and was held m great reverence by the 
people for the acknowledged sanctity of his life The hard boards of lus 
cell ser\ ed him for a couch — a stone for his pillow , and a belief was current 
that he had lived for years on no other nourishment than the monthly sacrament 
at the altar But though now reasoning as a samt, he had felt, and could still 
feel, as a man , and m the war of Thurgau had displaced a valour and humanity 
which did equal honour to him as a Christian and a soldier As soon as lie 
heard from the pastor the tidings which augured so ill for his country s peace, 
lie quitted his cell, hastened to Stanz, and presented himself in the hall of 
the assembled diet At an appearance so strange and un expected, all rose 
iu Silence and through the coarse garb and attenuated features of the saint, 
could still discern the workings of a patriotic soul, and recognized the arm 
that once, though now trembling with age and sorrow, bad been the shield of 
lus country, and the terror of her adversaries For an instant he stood in 
the nudst of the assembly like a messenger charged with duties winch heaven 
itself had imposed then raising Ins voice like one who, though sent to com- 
mand, was anxious to concili ite and persuade exhorted them in the name of 
Him who had so often given them and tlieir fathers the victory, to huiy their 
mutual resentment and restore that fraternal spirit of concord which thus for 
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Haffiier, author of the “ Chronicle of the Canton of Soleure, ' was a long 
time Chancellor of the Senate , but being struck with total blindness undertook 
that history as a solace and occupation during the misfortune which thus with- 
drew him from the active business of life Being well verged m every work 
relating to the history of his native canton, and acquainted with every source 
of authentic information, as well as gifted with an extraordinary memory, to him 
the work, was one of little difficulty The labour of composition was still farther 
lightened by the affectionate care of his daughter, who, like a second Antigone, 
^cr. ed lum as guide m all his excursions, and as amanuensis at home Like the 
daughters of the “ blind baron. Sir Richard "Maitland,* and the inspired Milton, 
she wrote to his dictation, investigated ancient chronicles, consulted manuscripts, 
verified dates, and was justly appreciated by her doting father in a copy of 
L3tm verges annexed to the chronicle She was, indeed, to use the orient il 
metaphor, the light of bis eyes 

Barbara de Roll, a lady of noble family, long resident in Soleure, and still 
named with veneration on the banks of the Aar, was remarkable alike for her 
personal beauty and mental accomplishments Being left a widow shortly 
after marriage, she did not, like «o many others of her age, shut herself up m 
a convent, but continued m the world as its ornament and blessing Much 
gw cn to the study of botany from her infancy, she now devoted hcnclf to tint 
pleasing occupation, but so os to employ the virtues of numerous plants and 
/lowers, selected by her own hand in the Alps, for the benefit of suffering 
humanity The cures winch she performed in Soleure among the poor, sal’s 
the chromcle, were speedily propagated abroid , so that princes, and the highest 
among the nobility, came to consult her and were cured In those times the 
gift was considered miraculous, and Barbara dc Boll might have had temples 
erected to her, but as m life she lmd performed the service of a good angel 
without pnde or ostentation, so on her death bed she stipulated firmly with those 
in authority, that neither tomb nor epitaph should be consecrated to her 
memory, but that she should be quietly consigned to the earth, end I cr good 
deed* — if such she had done — remembered only in heaven — The precise date 
of her l irth or death is unknown f 
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Soleure His uncle, the prior of the church of St Ursus, "became a party in 
the stratagem The conspirators were to enter through the house of one of 
the canons, and the alarm "bell to "be carefully muffled Every thing being 
arranged, and the night having closed in, the hostile party were advancing 
in silent confidence against the town A peasant, however, who had watched 
their mysterious movements, posted off to the town, and revealed the murderous 
project to the sentinel at the gate On the first impulse of alarm, they flew 
to ring the tocsin, but this was a fruitless attempt , the hell was too carefully 
muffled, and too pious, to betray the prior They next rushed into the street, 
and by voice and gesture apprising the citizens of their danger, summoned 
them to the walls In an instant the whole population flew to arms — some 
half dressed — others as they had slept — but all armed with whatever weapon 
came first to hand In a few minutes the slumbering city was transformed into 
a bustling camp , the walls were manned, and Kyburg observing at a distance 
the watch lights, and the flitting of troops, was struck with consternation at 
the detection of his plot, and hastily retraced his steps The treacherous, prior, 
who had thus sold his fellow citizens to the sword of Kyburg, was briefly sum 
moned to his account, and sentenced to be quartered To John Rott, the 
peasant who had been the guardian angel of the place, and to the eldest m the 
family of Ins descendants, it was resolved that the town should present annually , 
and for ever, a new coat of red and tiMte — the colours of Soleure — as a perpe 
tua\ acknowledgment of Ins fidelity Kybutg, it mav be added, did not long 
survive the defeat of lus murderous project , hut, stripped of lus possessions, 
and all Ins resources exhausted, terminated his life in disgrace 

Of the natives of Soleure more generally known by their \ alour and patriot 
Ism, vve may mention Greder, one of the Sum officers m the service of Trance, 
m the seventeenth century Charged hy the king with the defence of Aire, then 
closely besieged by the Spaniards, he continued to sustain the assault and repulse 
the enemy till a great portion of the garrison and citizens had fallen victims to 
the famine which ensued * Money had entirely disappeared , hut Greder, to 
paj Ins soldiers, caused his own plate to be melted and converted into money, 
and soon after fell hmwclf a victim to the hardships which lie had so unspar- 
ingK shared with lus brothers m arms After lus death, the few of the Swiss 
regiment who survived the capitulation were permitted to retire with the 
honours of war 
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Hafiher, author of the “ Chronicle of the Canton of Soleure,” was a long 
time Chancellor of the Senate, but being struck with total blindness undertook 
that history as a solace and occupation during the misfortune which thus with- 
drew him from the active business of life Being well versed in every work 
relating to the history of his native canton, and acquainted with every source 
of authentic information, as well as gifted with an extraordinary memory, to him 
the work was one of httJe difficulty The labour of composition was 'till farther 
lightened by the affectionate care of his daughter, who, like a second Antigone, 
served him as guide in all his excursions, and as amanuensis at home lake the 
daughters of the ** blind baron. Sir Richard Maitland,* and the inspired Milton, 
'he wrote to ht> dictation, investigated ancient chronicles, consulted manuscripts, 
verified date®, and was justly appreciated by her doting father in a copy of 
Latin verses annexed to the chronicle She was, indeed, to use the oriental 
metaphor, the light of his eyes. 

Barbara de Roll, a lady of noble family, long resident in Soleure, and still 
named with veneration on the banks of the Aar, was remarkable alike for her 
pe^onal beauty and mental accomplishments Being left a widow shortly 
after marriage, she did not, like 'O many others of her age, 'hut herself up in 
a convent, hut continued m the world as its ornament and blessing Much 
given to the 'tudy of botany from her infancy, she now devoted herelf to that 
pleasing occupation, but ®o as to employ the virtues of numerous plants and 
flowers, selected by her own hand in the Alps, for the benefit of suffering 
humanity The cures winch she performed in Soleure among the poor, says 
the chronicle, were speedily propagated abroad , so that princes, and the highest 
among the nobihty, came to consult her and were cured In those times the 
gift was considerea miraculous, and Barbara de Roll might have bad temples 
erected to her , but as in life she had perform pd the service of a good angel 
without pnde or ostentation, so on her death bed 'he 'tipulated firml) with those 
in authority, that neither tomb nor epitaph should be consecrated to her 
memoiy , but that she should be quietly consigned to the earth, and her good 
deeds — if such she had done — remembered only in heaven. — The precis® date 
of her birth or death is unknown -J- 
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t GUtuma, arho wrote id the fiCterth cetitnry to ntii) a; tl Linn poem Dnenptio e* 

rine-jfKoa Hdrrtw " to a member of the lalyl fin It (jrih «T her 15 eqttiCy btw Ail eid bene 
fi-ent — afttnale tl p «n e % — a tecoo * 11 thndatrt.” “ Ah l»e *sc!j ora " i comb en de malade* aban 
donne* dcs mtdteuu o a t~«IIe pa* trnda la tan t D- tout* 1 Allemagae on r rnt a *Ue ectotn* i on 
second -FjcuLpe *“ 
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Among other traits of magnanimity which hate done immortal honour to 
the nobles of Soleure, it is pleasing to record the following — At a period when 
religious animosity was at its height in these parts, and man) of the districts of 
Soleurc had embraced the reformed faith, the fit c catholic cantons demanded, 
as an tndemutjicahon, a thousand gold florins, or che, that the inhabitants of 
the canton should return to their former creed On this notification, the 
greater number, rather than pa) the fine, did so, and embracing the alternative, 
returned to mass In the town itself, however, the Catholic*, whose ranks had 
been thinned, took, up arms against the reformists, and to compel them to 
abjure the new faith, advanced with a loaded cannon m front of the house 
wliere they were holding tlieir deliberations Here the fatal match was on 
the point of being applied, when, suddcnl), a venerable man, making lus wa) 
through the infuriated mob, and presenting lus breast before the mouth of the 
cannon, exclaimed, — “ If at jour hands the blood of )our fellow -citizens 
must flow, let mine be slied the first* ’ A feeling of awe and admiration per 
vaded the multitude at an act of devotion so exalted and patriotic Tlic match 
was extinguished — the cannon wheeled from its position — the crowd dispersed, 
and, m the venerable old man, whose timclj intervention had spared so much 
entile and bloodshed, they beheld Wench, the President of Soleure 

Among various places of fashionable resort to which the citizens repair for 
health'or recreation, arc the Baths of Attisholtz * Here, during the fine summer 
evenings, the visitors often form moon light parties to the Hasenmatt, the point 
of view already noticed , and certainly n more romantic excursion it would be 
difficult to imagine Those who have only visited that summit m broad day can 
form no adequate idea of the transformation which it assumes under the influence 
of moon slune and merry companions 

Of the geology of this part of the Jura, vve may briefly notice the numerous 
blocks of gneiss and granite scattered over the space north of the town, and 
still sharp as if but fresh fractured These fiagments of primitive mountains, 
as stated in a former page of this work, abound on the Jura, and seem to have 
been transported hither from the very centre of the Alps Those which arc 
found on the reverse of the Jura, eastward from Soleure, and extending beyond 
Bienne, Neucliatel, and Grandson, have been discharged from the primitive 
chain of the Gnmsel AH those, on the contrary, which are observed to the 

• The water eonta s eulpl ur and iron and is mucl en plowed in nervous spasmod r and c tareo is 
ra*tad es. Ihe establ si met t is well organ zed and ibe pr ccs moderate In tl e ne gl bout! ood the d s 
eovery of an al at tied cated to the god \p s and part of an aqueduct show that tl e plact and For ng 
we e well Vnown to the Romans. 
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north of the town, have been detached from the Cnspvlt — part of the primitive 
chain of the Gnsons 

In botiruc productions, Soleure is particularly rich, and comprises man) 
rare plants and flowers, of winch those deserving especial distinction are the 
T/tlaspt taxable, Arundo donax, Anagallu lenella, Vlex Einopecus, and the 
rrittllana mchagns 

A great portion of what we have already observed on the Statistics of Soleure, 
will he found apphcable to the canton of Neuchatel — the twenty first of the 
Confederation After having twice changed masters, this principality was again 
called upon, in 1707, to choose a third, as heir to Mary, duchess of Nemours 
This princess dying without famil}, left a host of pretenders to the sovereignty, 
all of whom preferred titles to consanguinity, more or less v ahd — but all remote 
Among these, the Ling of Prussia and Louis XIV were rival candidates, 
hut the latter being too well known and feared, and the former— as a protestant 
sovereign, whose states lay at a distance — seeming to augur w ell for the mode 
ration of his future government, the balance was decided in Ins favour, and the 
claims and solicitations of the Trench ling cautiously evaded 

In 1S06, Buonaparte, then emperor of Trance, as a recompense for the 
mibtary services of his companion in arms, Alexander Bertlucr, named him 
pnnee of Neuchatel It is only since the important changes of 1814-, that 
the country was restored to the dominion of Prussia, and in the year following 
became annexed to the Confederation 

The canton is composed of six principal valleys, the soil of which affords 
excellent pasture, but few fruit trees or leguminous plants The mountains 
are of the same geological character, and present nearly the same phenomena, 
as those already described Enormous blocks of granite scattered over the 
mountains appear to have been tom from the Bernese Alps, and transported 
into their present position during some remote convulsions of our globe to which 
hitherto, science has afforded httle satisfactory elucidation * The mountains 


• The different layers of wfi ch tl e Jura s composed I ave been carefully stud ed by Vf de B uch in the 
deep gorge ot the Seyon Accord ng to h» observat oos it may be conjectured tl at the mounts ns of the 
Jura to a dept) of three thousand fret, are composed of about it oe hundred and a xty layers, all more or 
less calcareous The s xty tl ree last and h ghest of these are mostly echlhytjuet and composed of particles 
about tl e s re of m llet seeds. The four I undred and eigl ty a x immed ately below these are of a couch 
more compact nature The four hundred and ten wl ch follow are aga n eel ifiyyvti I he tl o first. 
Lastly one lunlrel more layer* ex st under these last wl ch are nowl ere exposed m tie canton of 
Ne ichi el and descend ai deep as the gypsum beds where tl e salt spr ngs of Sa! ns and Lent 1c Saulnier 
take their t sc In ll e valley of Wooers Traters is an «ol M jqat rock from «h ch asphattum is obta ned 
by d stillitt on and used in the country as carnage grease — Set ftcor Statist 
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contain, with many curious grottoes, two natural ice-houses, and several sulphu 
reous and chalybeate springs, of which the three highest ire the Cha»serat, 
Chasseron, and Creux du vent, each between four and file thousand feet above 
the sea 

In the middle ages, the greater part of this canton was covered with impe 
netrable forests, and abounded m bears, wild boar, deer, and wolies But, 
with the exception of the latter, — now also rare, — they have all disappeared, 
while the fox, piotected by the nature of the rocks, and his own superior 
instinct, is the only freebooter left The lakes* •* of Neuchatcl and Bienne 
the latter belonging to Bern — are of classical celebrity, and too familiar to every 
reader to require a particular description, but to which wc shall advert as we 
proceed The Reuse and the Seyon — the first remarkable for its hmpid current, 
and the litter for its impetuosity — are the principal rivers of the canton 

Ruz, the first of tlie six principal valleys, is four leagues in length, and 
contains twenty three villages Here, driven from their home, during the 
wars of their counts with the dukes of Savoy, many Genevese found an isjlum, 
and the sources of their future prosperity. The small town of Vallengin — 
Vail is anguita — in this valley, is conspicuous for the industry of its population, 
and the richness of its diminutive territory The valley of tlie Sagne is of 
the same extent os that of Ruz, and, in addition to its well cultivated and 
productive soil, contains a mineral source In the valley of Locle,f two leagues 
in extent, nature and art are found in less pleasing cooperation Here the winter 
lasts seven months — the soil produces little, save pasture — and most of the lieccs 
saries of life arc imported The manufacture of clocks and watches is tlie cluef 
employment The Bicd, a torrent whose waters are here lost in the rocks, 
has hollowed out vast caverns, which two enterprising natives, brothers, of the 
name of Robert, have turned to account, by the bold and ingenious construction 
of three subterraneous mills, placed vertically, one above the other 

In order to purify the air and improve the climate of Locle — three thousand 
feet above the level of the sea — a mountain lias been successfully" perforated, 
so os to admit of a free escape for the stagnant waters, and thereby contri 
buted essentially to the health and appearance of the village The valley of 

* 7} * 5 1 1"?" fi ”"" cne of the mo*< rrmarVaUe fUh In the cou try tt occasionally taVen >n thejewaterr 
weighing lOOlha 

t TTi t T»llty »u m 11 a laragr ‘ ht>* ng m IJerneo'" aa l*t« at t\ e four tee nt l century andtet anted o Is 
ltbe»rt and « okas Tt e first t lor it J 0 1 „ D, 0 z.rf LurceUc »l o, with l « four children an 1 a .nail 
i unVr bt Indu inoui follower* e* at>l >1 ej h m*e!f In It* inhotj uttc aolltuJr, In 1303 It !» now oi * 
of live nthew and bw popuW valley* in S« UrrUod or jverh.pt in Europe. Such o e clay war be the 

•* Idett of the hitk «• ilnartita tn Ao»r ea and liaprni 
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Chaux-de-Fond, of similar extent with the preceding, is little fai oured by nature, 
but thickly peopled with industrious mechanics and their families, of whom the 
celebrated SL Droz and his son have given an illustrious example The 
next valley, that of Brenets, is traversed by the Doubs, which, till modern 
enterprise had hewn a passage for its escape, formed a lake Near the village 
is the ca\ em of Tofiere, remarkable for its ecbo, and the tables and seats which 
Nature, in sport, seems to have furnished for her visitors About a league 
from this, and m a truly savage gorge, is the Saut-du Doubs, where the nver 
precipitates itself from a height of eighty feet, and in its fall gi\ cs play to twelve 
mills, and a forge for making anvils 

The valley of Brevme is the highest in the canton, two leagues in length, 
and contains the Etalieres, a lake which escapes m the same manner as that 
of Joux, and where the waters, after flowing for several leagues under ground, 
form the source of the Reuse, at St Sulpice Subterraneous mills have been 
also erected in those clefts of the rocks wlucli here sene as outlets to the 
waters of the Jake Near this village is the vegetable coal mine, alluded to 
in our account of the Rossbcrg, and supposed to be the product of the forests 
swallowed up m the great earthquake of 135G, which overthrew the city of 
Basle In the a alley of Vernercs is the commune named Cote aux Fees, or the 
Faery Mount, in which arc several grottos, the principal of wlucli is distm 
guislicd ns the Temple of the Faeries — the only instance in Switzerland, perhaps 
where the name of that mysterious dynasty is recognised Re have already 
noticed the remarkable anomaly that Switzerland, the most romantic country 
in Europe, presents few or none of the thousand legends and superstitions so 
carefully preserved and circulated among the English, and more particularly the 
Scotch and Irish, peasantry The fairy gossip, and fairy land mythology, which 
arc first learned in the nurseries of the north, and there group the peasantry 
around the winter hearth, are yet strangers to the Sm*s The only phantoms 
which seem to cross hit imagination are the spirits of heroic ancestors, with 
their bucklers and spears, and cross-bows, and their abhorrence of bondage But 
to return to our subject — The entrance to this “ temple,” which is beyond 
da 'pule #.W finest gratis ay Str/iger i?Av£, at Jwy asztorr , in the tsUwr aw 
three galleries, of which that in the centre terminates in a vista over the valley 
of St, Croix, in the district of "i vcrilun About a league from \ cmerw, and near 
the nver Doubs, in the French territory, is the picturesque fortress of Joux 
The Val de Travers, watered by the limpid Reuse, is about three leagues 
m length, and contains the brautifu! villages of St. Sulpice, Flcuner Motiers, 
Travers, and Court t, the latter the birth place of the ingenious ami celebrated 


rot- it 
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ikrthoud, inventor of the chronometer for determining the longitude at sea 
He died here in 18QG The village of Motors is immortalized as the tem- 
porary residence of Rousseau The chamber where ho composed lus '* Lett res 
de la Montague,’ is still preserved in the same state m which it was left, 
when the inhabitants drove lmn from lus humble retreat, and compelled him 
to take refuge in the solitary isle of Bicnno — a circumstance to which we shall 
adicrt as we proceed Near tins, in a deep and extensile cav ern, is another 
of those natural ice houses above noticed, and to which we descend bj means 
of a ladder The floor is covered with a thick layer of lie, aboic wlucli rise 
five or six icy columns, the whole cavern is remarkable, and, that of St George 
above Rolle excepted, the only instance of this description in the Jura 

The town of Neuchatel is well built, and is every year receiving fresh 
architectural embellishments from the opulent families and individuals who 
have here fixed their residence It contains several remarkable buildings, and 
among others the Chateau, the ancient residence of the princes of Neuchatel 
the Cathedral, built in the twelfth centur}, (in front of which is the tomb 
stone of Tarel,) the Town house, and Public Hospital 

St Blaise is a large and handsome milage, about a longue from the capital, 
with high whitewalls, from this point the lake, now navigated by the Union 
steam vessel, is seen in all its extent and beauty The wluto wine of St Blaise 
1 held in high estimation by connoisseurs * 

The king of Prussia who is sovereign of the country, is bound to maintain 
it in all its ancient laws, customs, privileges, independence, and religious tolera 
tion The Protestant churches are under the direction of the Company of 
Pastors and the Consistory , those of the Catholics, under the titular bishop of 
Lausanne Trade is liberally protected , no tax can be levied or modified without 
an express law , and natives only, the governor excepted are eligible to offices 
of public trust The Audiences G&ntraleS , composed of the oldest members 
of the council of state, chiefs of jurisdictions, and the deputies of districts, 
are, with the king the supreme authority of the canton , and without whose 
consent no law can he made modified or annulled The king is represented 
by a gov ernor and state council usually of twenty-one members In the canton 

• The mean produce of the v net of Neuchatel tl e management of wl eh affords employment to so 
many han Is is es ma ed at tl ree to 11 ons of pots — each of two p tits out of which one m 11 on e ght 
hund ed tl ousand are sold to the np ghbour rig cantons or o 1 erw se c\ porte 1 and taken at an average 
of th eebatzthe pot,)cave a prod ctof fve hundred and forty »I 0 isand.Su ss I vres (33 750 ) Tl e W es n 
1 „! est Ml mat on are those produced from the red grape of C^nta ilo 1 Neucl 3tel and Favors® wl I 
may v e w th and by many are preferre l to hose or Burgundy A v neyard of th s qua) y br nga three 
or four hund ed !o s tl e p«e a measure of S’ 6S feet square 
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aie twenty one courts of justice, and two tribunals of appeal, and among its 
inhabitants are several privileged classes, who enjoy various rights and mumi 
mties The existing laws hear great resemblance to those of the ancient 
comte of Burgundy — antiquated customs which have never been reduced 
into any regular code The militia is divided into six departments, with 
a major or lieutenant colonel, named by the king, at their head, and fur 
nishes a battalion of tirailleurs to the royal guard The king s revenue arises 
from the duty upon various articles of trade, rents of domains, posts, tolls, 
and tithes, and amounts to about one hundred and fifty thousand hvres, 
more than half of which is necessarily employed in the country The expor 
tation of rural produce is limited to cheese, a small number of cattle, and 
wuie but the cotton manufactures are lucrative and numerous In 1780, the 
annual export of watches alone amounted to forty thousand and is now 
little short of one hundred and forty thousand, the value of each varying from 
seven francs to eight hundred The daily pay of a good workman is ten to 
twelve livres, and the average of all, children included, about twelve batz 
(U Gd) The manufacture of mathematical and other instruments, is also a 
special branch of industry The population of the canton is stated by the 
latest returns at about fifty three thousand , among whom the habit and fruits 
of industry are generally conspicuous * 

Among the celebrated individuals to whom this canton has given birth, we 
may mention Osterwald, Bourguet, Boyve, Hory, and Montmollm— men who 
have reflected lustre on their age and country The Reformation was established 
m this canton by a very summary method, and in opposition to the authority of 
the magistrates A party of the inhabitants having gone to support the cause 
of Geneva in 1530 agnirtst the duke of Savoj, they embraced the reformed 
doctrine, and on their return home took forcible possession of the churches 
Their sjstem of prosclytism met with so much success, that on the 10th of 
Lov ember, the same j ear, the new religion was adopted by a majority of 
eighteen votes — an event which was greatly accelerated by the powerful eloquence 
of Farcl, who performed so conspicuous a part in forwarding that great moral 
revolution Education, and the facilities for its acquirement, ore provcTbudly 
good in tins canton and witlun reach of the poorest, but the students of 
theology repair to Lausanne or Geneva— those of medicine to the German 
umv erotica —Of \ venlun and Pestalorzi we shall speak in our notice of tl e 
canton de 1 aud and of other particulars m the Appendix 

• tor tl«» »nj other ficucannrctrJ «1 h tl r prt*ent iliu 1 of Sniutnj »nJ tomntrrt 0 Ntu«.l 4wl,tl * 
fonder O'-*! contu t rrofetsor 1 tcot t S <Uu («• 4t Ij SmIu* Lit eJ t on, p- JCJ 
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TOUR OF THE OBCnLASD 

* Herne C (St la courorme (lea villcs Iibrt* cliaeun la loue & June Litre 
quiconque in a entendu parin' *»« qu rile e*» an sfjour des htror «l nn miro r 
o& brillc uoe image sans laebe Jeunc* et vi«.us fom retentir tea flogei ] ar toute 
1 Allemagne Tschudi 

In retracing our steps to the western extremity of the Lake of Bienne, 
many beautiful md interesting ■views present them selves — particularly those 
of Jolimont, the Chateau Bailhval, and the ancient Abbey of Erlach, near the 
embouchure of the Thiele But here, with the island of St Pierre immediately 
in front, our eyes insensibly lose sight of other objects, and the imagination 
excited at the name, we embark on the blue waters of the lake, and ore 
speedily landed on the sanctuary of Itousseau 

The house where he resided lias long served as an inn , and here Ins admirers 
will be gratified by finding every tiling — particularly his room — in nearly the 
same state as the philosopher left it It is surrounded on three sides by a 
piazza, level with the ground — one forms the farm offices, the second the 
dwelling house, and the third serves for the accommodation of strangers A 
huge walnut tree throws its shade over the whole court In tho interior, the 
walls of the apartment occupied by the “ priest of nature ' are so covered with 
names, dates, and sentiments, that it was with great difficulty we found one 
little spot to receive the record of our pilgrimage The Itvre d etr angers was 
no less charged with precious memorials — 

Of b m who chose the mountains for a shrine 
And solitude for joy 

The walks through the wood and orchard with which the island is coveted 
arc delightful and refreshing, and, fanned by the cool breath of the lake, afford 
a. delicious retreat during the summer solstice Prom the eminence in the 
centre, occupied by an elegantly designed temple, the view is strikingly pic- 
turesque The ground, covered with nch velvet turf, such as bordered the 
enchanted isle of Calypso, slopes gently towards the shore, and contrasts its 
own bright green with the deep lilue of the water m which it is imbedded It 
was near sunset, and we stood as if fixed to the spot which, whatever it may 
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d-rtie from the power of assoeriC.on, s-craed to grow in beauty and attractions 
as the sun went down on the Jura.* It was an hour worth) of the muse 

“ The C tt rg to fro tf t r*t 

Tr*-> iu-1 ar>4 usw a* they wrrt cnee 

Is Wen, rrc the *unl rg werli 
Of run 4 tturbed ibracnt. e*.— 

Those U tie >Wo»7 fiiti t! s * ml 

Along !*•« tale with fra t tree* 1 not, , 

AbJ lighted cel/ hy t »* brriVs 
Thr pi* wind h the f t jj* Bitn 
Or * • it here ini ifw th»t oj* 

Through wrrpin. wu >w» l V* the i-U!c*-e» 

O tar cf Knn of I „tl • kh h(|* 

Cera shad* of uJc trt circle* t 

In the picture which Rousseau himself has left us of his delicious sojourn 
in this island, there is much that tends to develop his real character The 
plan wh ch he here bid down to describe the vegetable riches with which 1 is 
little kingdom was stored— the zeal with winch he entered upon it — (a zeal 
equalled only by the facility with which he could renounce it) — the ineffable 
pleasure which he fi.lt in seeing Ins books, lus manuscripts, and wliatevcr could 
remind him of authorship, carefully packed awa) — those delicious and mdc 
finable reveries, when stretched supine in his open boat, he suffered it to float 
at large — the ambition he took in acquiring ft knowledge of the oar — the ««rct 
pride he fi.lt in observing that the factors wife was never without apprehensions 
but when ht rowed— the solemn installation of lus colonv of rabbits in the little 
island— arc all features in his character svhich cannot fail to interest even feeling 
reader, and awaken the kmdhc«t svmpathies in his behalf To see this cclc 
bra ted philosopher, the r rost eloquent author of his day, suddenly emerging 
from the literary Babel, and shaking off the trammels of that artificial existence 
which was a burden to him, in order to give himself up with all the simplicity 
of his heart to such “ vulgar" pastimes — are points which, however speculated 
upon, or misinterpreted by others, say more in his favour than all that has 
been insinuated to the contrary can say to his prejudice He was, to speak 
with moderation, a better roan than many of his accusers — “ L ami de Bemardin 
SainVByicos. u/t ywavy/. vVrt am -m'ea-VraiA V/urwr&t — vim 
constant de Voltaire ne peut etre un ten vain immoral f 

• TIkt* are two Bra to wh ch our itirou-jn was d reeled anil wfuch hat a claim upon oor fee! opwet 
fiery other group io ibe forest Here while view og the scenery which we now * erred, and iceJ fd by the 
ferl «g* which that Kenny iruy ml, a noL.cmin onced retted that fcu body should be conn good to the dust 
that hem „h» ute his last sleep where he had spent the happiest metnents of his Ufe — See Appendix, 
f Comte de Wa-sh. 
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command an entire view of the enemy's camp, and observe every movement 
of the nobles as they paraded their last army, and, by anticipation, dmded 
the spoils of Bern The instant they came fully in sight, the signal was given 
to charge, and the Burgundians ruslied forward to drive them from their position 
But the shngers of Erlach sent such a hail shower among them, that they 
were staggered in their resolution , while the iron battle-cars thundering down 
the declivity, and followed by the standards of Bern waving over her semed 
mass of steel pointed clubs, spears, and halberts, earned destruction into the 
enemy’s ranks The shock of the charge was ternfic, that the Bernese 
column in the rear, composed of raw mihtia, were panic struck at the sight, 
and retreated front the scene of action “ Let them flee, said Erlach, piqued 
at the sight — “ it were unjust that such base and dastardly spirits should share 
in the conquest which awaits the brave and free ’ — It is thus that the chaff is 
winnowed from the grain’ 

The battle continued for sonic time doubtful, for each fought with despera 
tion, and the warnors of Bern and Burgundy performed prodigies of valour 
But, notwithstanding their vast superiority in numbers, the columns of Rudolph 
began to recoil, and, at length, with fifteen hundred of hi9 followers lying 
dead around him, that chivalrous noble surrendered life and victory to the 
champion of Bern 

The war, notwithstanding, was continued for four years in skirmishes, and 
then terminated in a peace every way glorious to Bern, whose citizens refused 
to retain the smallest portion of land as an indemnity for the past, or guarantee 
for the future “ No, said they, “ we have saved our city and our homes, and 
we will not sully so sacred a cause by an act that should cotmct us of interested 
and ambitious views Does any one require compensation for his services 7 
Let him look to the capital — it is safe — tears of gratitude are his reward , let 
him claim for his posterity the respect due from a grateful country to a hero 
and a patnot 

Once more reinstated in his peaceful occupations, and unambitious of 
rewards dignities, or titles, Erlach like another Cuicinnatus, devoted himself 
to the cultivation of his paternal farm Thus engaged, he descended quietly into 
the vale of years, till his son m law, Jobst of Rudenz, in consequence of some 
violent dispute concerning his wife s dowry, tore down from the wall where it 
hung the sword of the victor of J mpen and pluoged it into his heart 1 Then, 
rushing from the house, pursued by the dogs of his murdered father in law, 
the parricide effected his escape, and was never more heard of 

The patriotic BuLenberg was hardly more fortunate for, being accused 

vot II X 
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Of one of the many botanizing excursions to which Rousseau alludes with 
such lively satisfaction, the annexed particulars, communicated by his companion, 
the late Comte d’Eschemy, can hardly fail to be acceptable to most readers. 
It is an excursion to the Chasseral, the highest summit to the north of the 
lake .—As a part of the valley lay between them and the mountain, and the 
excursion might exceed one day, they provided accordingly, and charged a 
sumpter mule with their equipage — namely, covering for the night, pies, 
ow s, and roast game. Leclerc was caterer — De Peyron had charge of the 
s Colonel Puiy was guide, and led his party by the compass. The 
comte himself, accustomed to the mountains where he bad so long resided, was 
installed zsfourrier, and had besides charge of the coffee, and the task of making 
it. Kousseau, as senior of the party, was elected captain of the troop, and 
I* S !• WU U _ P°^ er to enforce strict discipline, and maintain order and 
it 1 lnatIon - n this order the botanizing battalion began their march, but 
on appeare t at the fatigues of the expedition were not supported with 
’ S "““ S ' , in virtue of office, led the van ) and, with the comte, 

rod- , , f ® i " n6d lhe cre3t ° f ll >' Chasseral, terminating in a broad flat 
Cht»M V ^ r ° W " UP int0 the «*• 'This >. called the leak of the 
amecd to m ,T ,n n ma *“ iflcent thus prepared for them, they had 

arranged the \ TC ^ ast ' otlier quests soon arrived— the maltrc-d'h6tel 

wr^do^z^^r r t ctoTy -°^ ^ in ■ 0,1 

below is an abyss, too dcen f , 1 ! ' plGr> car “ e d up and forward into the air ; and 
and left forms a complete nrcc‘ * t0 P cnetrnte - The mountain to the right 
chasm as the other. J n summ^ 1Ce ^ an ^ , Qt & ^d's-eye '^ ew * presents the same 
treacherous precipices n „,i l , le ctms are flowed to pasture along these 

Which fri^Te i rt,rf: r nd t “ , :"“ ^ -4 grass and plant, 

framed down into the Jrac 11 ' ‘ “" te ,llem P'” way, and they arc thus 
foot of the precipice, but at 1,3 mome,lt tw ° or three lay dead at the 

Urge as hare* It j, needless'^to™ 1 I l ^ at ^cy scarcely appeared so 

congenial spirits, the day m, ? * 3 ^. ! ow ’ * n 8UC ^‘ a place, and with such 
the extensive prospect— the .f Tliey were animated with 

punty of the atmosphere — the success of their 
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enterprise— and made a collection of such plants as only grow on the highest 
paints of the Jura. Rousseau was in the "best possible humour ; but when any 
one of the party, eager to get possession of some tempting flower, approached 
too near the brink of the precipice, he was distressed beyond expression, and 
even on his knees implored them to observe more caution. 

Resuming our progress towards the Swiss capital, as Bern is properly consi- 
dered, we next enter the town of Aarberg by one of those fine covered bridges 
with which the river is frequently spanned, and leave it by a second of the same 
character; for the town itself, when the water is high, is entirely surrounded 
by the Aar. It is a very active and commercial place, and owes its prosperity 
to the great roads which concentrate at this point. 

A few miles to the right, at the confluence of the Sense and Sarine, 
are the town and ** field” of Laupen, famous for the victory obtained by 
the Bernese in June 1339, over the nobles of Buigundy and their allies. 
The power which Bern had acquired by the public spirit of its citizens— 
the fime of their arms — the flourishing state of trade— and the recent acqui- 
sition of Hash and Laupen, had so excited the jealousy of Fnburg and its 
confederate nobles, that they determined to watch for an opportunity to humble 
so prosperous a neighbour. A pretext for aggression was soon afforded. Bern 
having objected to admit into circulation the money struck by Comte Eberhard 
of Kyburg, though coined with the imperial sanction, and to recognise the 
Emperor Louis of Bavaria when under sentence of excommunication, the 
nobles seized upon this as a fitting occasion for punishing the refractory citizens, 
and summoned their vassals to arms. Resolved on this enterprise, Rudolph, 
of the family of Neuchatel, who had lately fortified his villages of Erlach 
and Nldau, and given them the rights and privileges of cities, assembled all 
who were hostile to Bern in the castle of Nidau,* where it was decreed that 
proud city should be rased to the ground. 


* Of tills castle the following circumstance is recorded — Bern and Soleure luring taken this fortress 
in 13SS, found in the lower two prisoners quite naked, almost famished, and in the most deplorable con 
ditlon of mind end body. One of these was the bishop of Lisbon, and the other the prior of Almonj, who 
had been sent into Germany by the Pope on some negotiation of importance , but, haring necessarily to 
crossa part of the Swiss territory on theirmurn home, they were seized by adctachmenf from the garrison 
of Nidau, secretly imprisoned in the tower, and permitted to hold no intercourse with their friends or 
country The Brtnrse conducted them to the capital— furnished them with clothes, horses, and attend 
ants, and a sum of three hundred ducats, to enable them to prosecute their journey in comfort. They 
proceeded by Lueem and the St. Gothard, and baring safely armed m Rome, instantly dispatched not 
only the three hundred ducats, but an additional sum of one thousand more, in testimony of their gratitude 

and to assist in defraying the extraordinary expenses of the siege to which they owed their liberation. 
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A gTcat number of troops were Accordingly mustered — Aorgau, Friburg, 
Upper Burgundy, and Alsace, sent each a powerful contingent. Seven hundred 
nobles with crowned helmets, and twelve hundred knights in complete armour, 
slionc in the van of fifteen thousand infantry supported by three thousand horse 
— thd amount of the Confederates. 

This formidable armament, although it did not intimidate the Bernese, led, 
nevertheless, to their adopting every reasonable means of accommodation ; but 
in tliis they entirely failed. Their endeavours to negotiate were construed 
into weakness or cowardice; and the courage of the assailants rising in pro- 
portion, they would listen to no terms short of unconditional submission. In 
this exigency, John of Bubenbcrg, formerly chief magistrate, stepped nobly 
forward, and declared himself read) to embark life and property in the cause. 
" Laupen," said he, 41 shall not fall, if true arms and trusty follow ers can effect 
its safety. The enemy, it is true, beleaguer its walls; but they may find ere 
long, that the sword of a free citizen of Bern cuts as sheer as the noblest steel 
of Burgundy.” So saving, he placed himself at the head of six hundred warriors, 
and inarched to the relief of the garrison at Laupen. lie was scarcely gone, 
however, when the arrival of Rudolph of Erlach* was announced to the senate. 
Having inherited his father’s talents, and in a long series of foreign service 
contributed to the victory in six different engagements, he was welcomed with 
acclamation, and chosen general of the Bernese in the approaching conflict. 

Every man now repaired to his post; and, associating the name of Erlach 
and victory, foretold in the ensuing battle a second Donncrbuhel. Besides the 
forces already on the march, a subsidy of nine hundred men was dispatched 
across the Brunig from the cantons of Uri, Scliwytz, and Unterwalden ; and 
six hundred more from Hash and the Siehenthal. Soleuref also furnished 
fourscore horsemen fully equipped ; for the citizens had not forgotten the prompt 
and friendly intervention of Bern on a former occasion. 

With the force named, and about four thousand armed citizens of Bern, 
Erlach took up his position on a hill near Laupen, from which he could 


• Son of the famous Ulric of Erlach, who, .forty years before, had won the battle of Donnerbuhet 
t Three years after the battle of Morgarten, when Duke Leopold of Austria, at the head of a powerful 
army, took up his position in front of Soleure, Bern, with friendly promptitude, marched an auxiliary force 
to its relief Leopold, however, owed his defeat less to the united force of arms than to the violence of 
the Aar, and the magnanimity of the tnhahitauts of Soleure , for the swollen nver having swept away 
his bridge of boats, the generous citizens, forgetting every hostile sentiment, hastened to rescue their 
sinking enemies from the waves— and this at their own imminent risk. For the honour of humanity, 


rancour Tot a 
Soleure 


was changed into gratitude, and a peace concluded between the emperor Mid 
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command an entire view of the enemy $ camp, and observe every movement 
of the nobles as they paraded their vast army, and, by anticipation, divided 
the spoils of Bern The instant they came fully in sight, the signal was given 
to charge, and the Burgundians rushed forward to drive them from their position 
But the shngers of Erlach sent such a hail shower among them, that they 
were staggered in their resolution , while the iron battle-cars thundering down 
the declivity, and followed by the standards of Bern waving over her semed 
mass of steel pointed clubs, spears, and halberts, earned destruction into the 
enemy s ranks The shock of the charge was so tcrnfic, that the Bernese 
column in the rear, composed of raw militia, were panic stmek at the sight, 
and retreated from the scene of action “ Let them flee, «aid Erlach, piqued 
at the sight-—" it were unjust that such base and dastardly spirits should share 
in the conquest which awaits the brave and free ' — It is thus that the chafT is 
winnowed from the gram 1 " 

The battle continued for some time doubtful, for each fought with despera 
tion and the warriors of Bern and Burgundy performed prodigies of valour 
But, notwithstanding their vast superiority in numbers, the columns of Rudolph 
began to recoil and, at length, with fifteen hundred of his followers Ivmg 
dcid around him, that chivalrous noble surrendered life and victory to the 
champion of Bern 

Ihe war, notwithstanding, was continued for four years in skirmishes, and 
then termini ted m a pcicc every way glorious to Bern, whose citizens refused 
to retain the smallest portion of land os an indemnity for the past, or guarantee 
for the future " ho, said they, ** we ha»e vned our city and our home*, and 
we will not sully so sacred a cau«c by an act that should convict us of interested 
and ambitious views Docs any one require compensation for his services * 
Let him look to the capital~it is safe— tears of gratitude are Ins reward , let 
1 nn claim for In* posterity the respect due from a grateful countiy to a hero 
and a pitnot " 

Once more reinstated m his peaceful occupations, and unambitious of 
rewards, dignities or titles, I* rlach like another Cmcmnatus, devoted I inuetf 
fa tde cvuYi ration of A is paternal* Arm TTas rngagrti 1 , Ac o’cstmuW <piWiV AvAr 

the vale of years till his *on in lvv\. Joint of Iludcnz, in cons'^juence of son c 
Vml nt di*j utr concerning hi* wife s dowry, tore down from the wall wl ere it 
htmg tl e sword of the victor of Laupen, and plunged it into hi* hetrt * TJ rn, 
ruling from the house, pursue 1 bv the dogs of his murdered father in Isw, 
the i imcide cncctnl 1 is rnrape, and wss never more 1 rant o r 

Tl <■ patriotic Bubetibcrg was I anllv more fortunate , for, Is r** acct sod 
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of governing with all tire hereditary pnde of a prince instead of the simplictU 
of a cm?en, and of attending too cxclusnclj to matters in which Ins personal 
interest was consulted, ht was banished fiom tlic city for one hundrid }ears 
and a da) Fourteen )ears later, honour, ul.cn old and infirm, tile sen tu.ee 
avas cancelled, and he was again rccciscd into that home wlucll he had been 
so instrumental in presorting Oil this snhjrct, it is ohseracd 1,1 Zschohhc, 
that, “in a free state, the virtues of a citizen will often office the recol- 
lection of former faults, hut that prcs.ou, sen.ee, neter atone for subsequent 
w rntigs 


The stranger who approaches Bern b) the road from Moral cannot fail to 
he struck with the magnificent a.ew which sudde.,1, hunts upon him ns he 
winds round the amphitheatre of icrdant lolls, “ redolent of summer, and 
enlivened ant h the song of birds • From the Oherthor, the e,t) spread forth 
o h,s eje like a map, and the singular!) nch, aanous, and animated picture, 
rami T .“‘T r “ SraS ‘° n of h ' 8 „ On the right, the blue and 

heautvanl” l P™. dcr™ from tie e.tj, to whose 

mine eentl 0 ! f C ^ ^ '° '" BU) °" ““ >'<*. ■»='-Jo»s, 

masked? i®"” ° ccl " ,ULS - >"to the horizon Part of the town 
treettf a '"‘cnemng foltagc, hut the o,o traces the bus! 

murlr ‘V f ''" C ' ltC ‘' t - “ J ll "= ra “'= ■»* the 

"r r, pia “ > ,,t,u **»* « *• ~ D.rcc„n; h. ,* 

bamm- m li 'oken B '“'“ *“" m " t8 » r ll ™ OWlnnd present them unpenetrable 
barrier in broken serrated masses, imbedded the deep Hue sk) 

Et lorsqu absn lonnant cc» inform c* beauty 
Tr * ou scnl h cn,a ‘ >« fpomnntfs 
. ’ * “* ' all °”’—<rs beaut I tux oh rtep re 
Vn d ^ C fl< " fine d < crlre 

Among the numerous objects of 

visited is tbe Cathedral— a Gotlue cu nosity m Bern, the first usually 

admired for its imposing arch, lecture ‘f “f 

and was fourscore' ^ 1^.^ £ “* * -*T » breadth! 

is supported bj ten colmnm_u ,7 f “ve_,bc vaulted roof of wblcb 

banners taken on the field of battle BuTtwT ” 1 ^'”' 11 * BrSat I "” n ’’ er ° f 
now remains are some laded scutcheons of the „„ disappeared , and all that 
the duke of Ztermghen tbe founder 1 l ment burgesses, tbe monument of 
the latter, sue ^ ^ ^ 

. encrusted on the wall, commemorate the names 
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of eighteen officers, and six hundred and forty three soldiers, who fell in 
conflict with the French jn the eventful campaign of 1798 * On the tower of 
the cathedral, a watchman is stationed night and day throughout the year, to 
strike the hours, and give alarm in case of fire The great Catholic church 
is also a structure of considerable elegance and great antiquity 

The platform, or terrace, in front of the cathedral, is a favourite walk m 
Bern , and — from the sublim" and infinitely varied scenery which it commands — 
the finest, perhaps, in Switzerland. Under the shade of luxuriant chestnut 
trees, seats are distributed in every direction for the pleasure and accommodation 
of the public On the south, the platform ends in a precipice one hundred and 
eight Feet in depth, and is occupied by the houses of the old town, flanking the 
channel of the Aar Near this giddy verge a marble slab records the following 
extraordinary escape — In 1651, Theobald 'Wemzapfli, a student of the place, 
unable to manage a restive horse which he rode, — or having, according to the 
proverb, “ a spur in the head as well as in the heel, —was precipitated into the 
lower town Strange to say, he escaped with only a broken arm aiul leg 
and survived the accident thirty years as a preacher The construction of this 
terrace, as a masterpiece of peculiar architecture, is well deserving of obserra 
tion The wall which faces it on the side of the nver was completed m 1515, at 
an expense of two hundred thousand francs — an enormous sum m those days 

In the principal streets of this city, the pedestrian is protected by long 
covered porticos, raised above the carnage path, and affording, according to 
the season, an agreeable shade or shelter The centre of t be streets is occupied 
by an open stone canal, filled with a rapid current of water, and kept as clean 
swept as the floor of a cottage These are further embellished by a profusion 
of beautiful fountains surmounted with statues. 

The public institutions, and the literary and scientific societies of Bern, 
reflect the highest honour on its citizens, whose taste and refinement have kept 
pace with their love of freedom, and excited by their example a most beneficial 
influence on the surrounding states The Academy, divided into the higher 
and lower, embraces a svstem of education commencing with the first rudiments 
of language, and extending to the highest pitch of modem science and 
erudition f 

• There arc also come nchlr ftta ned glut and earring in the the r at ihe aide of «h eh are pres erred 
tereral embro dried carpets, tapestry and wearing apparel from the wardrobe of Charles the Bold. 

f The first d t Hon comprises the elementary school, a school of the classes, and a gymnasium the 
Utter or li gber d ns on cha rs for theology jurisprudence medicine surgery chemistry philoaopbr 
the one matheotiDca, natural b ttorj m oeealagy tod seierustry surgery besides serrraJ csrrs lec*u*ers 
on tb era pen tics, cluneal medic oe, and ana oms 
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The excellent effects of tlio 1 cononiical Society in all tint respects improie- 
nient in agricultural anti national industry lias been long anil justly appreciated 
Hie Societj or Natnc Ilistorj— tlic Ileliaic Socictj— tlic Artists' Society, and 
scleral of minor note, are nil more or less distinguished for the fund of science 
and general information thus accumulated 

The public Librarj, founded at the epoch of the Iti formation, and at irlncli 
the celebrated Haller presided from 1751 to 175(1, contains upisards of forty 
thousand lolumes, and about one thousand file hundred manuscripts Ihc 
Cabinet of Medals is particular]} rich m ancient coins, many of u Inch arc exceed- 
ingly curious and rare Hicy acre found clnclly in the Sisiss territory — 
among the ruins of Aicnticum, Vindomssa, and Moudon • 

Among the many names isliicll liasc reflected lustre on tins city end canton, 
no need only cite those of tlic Erlachs and Bubcnberg, already noticed, 
Diesbacli, Ilho fell at tile battle of Pavia, Bcrthold Haller, ubo preached the 
Reformation at Bern in 1550, Wittenbach, ulio died in 152G, Jean Louis 
d Erlach, Marcsclinl of Trance, Andrciv Morcll, the celebrated medallist, 
I outs de Muralt , Michael Schuppach, llie “ mountain doctor ”f the great Albert 
Haller, IVattevillc , Staffer, Tscharncr, Sinner, and, in recent times, Charles 
Louis d Erlach, sprung from a race of heroes, who commanded the troops of 
Bern in 1798, and fell by the hands of Ins own soldiers 

One of the finest points of new in the ennrens of Bern is tlic Englu, which 
every stranger should vrsit-and if nt different hours of the day. so much the 
better, for it thus presents itself under such stnhing modifications as to give 
novelty and freshness to every succeeding view This Is the point which, of all 
otbers in German Switzerland, presents the most sublime spectacle during the 
evening illumination Half obscured in the shadows of twilight, the mountains m 
the fore ground appear softly Mending into a blue ethereal mass, the dazzling 
summits of the snowy range seem for a time to lose their lustre then suddenly, 
as the rays of the departing sun shoot upwards, they catch the quiserin" light, 
and seem transformed , #ood „f Iray CM^ce Thls 4 e " b f ush 

continues for a few minute, to tint the snowy regmn with the warm hue of 
hfe then slowly fading away-hke the heetre flush from the check of exp.rmg 
neauty -finally disappears, and leases die snows ,» the.r pale, coldf and 
shroud like uniformity 


* The Museum the Col ege the Publ c Gn 
order and well calculated to gratify the cur o 
t See Coxe a Letters 


anaty the Arsenal and the Hosp tals 
and ph lantbroD c atranger 


areallof o »ery superior 
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The two bastions which flank the fortifccations on the south present nearly 
the same new, and are much frequented as an eremng promenade One of 
them, planted in imitation of an English garden, offe-s a most delicious retreat 
The Metterhorn, the Berglistock, the Schrechhom, the Finsteraarhom, the 
two peaks of the Yieseherhomer, the Eiger, the grand Eiger or Monch, and 
the Jangfrau, are exhibited in all their sublime array 

The other bastion, carpeted with rich verdure, serves as an occasional field 
for public diversions. Here gymnastics are practised, balloons let off, fire works 
exhibited , and here the peasants of the Oberland and Emmenthal formerly 
assembl'd erery Easter Monday, to exhibit their skill m the ancient games of 
wrestling * The fo»e which surround* this part of the ramparts is partly stocked 
with deer, and partlr converted into an arena 

The pits where the bears are entertained at the public expense, are curiosities 
in their wav, and mar be considered as the Zoological Gardens of Bern They 
were constructed in 1S35, each m the form of a square, cased with solid masonrv , 
and a partition wall between them, from which a fountain is so contrived as 
to fill a basin on either side, sufficiently capacious to admit of Sir Brum’s taking 
hi* pleasure in tie bath In the centre of these dens a pine-tree stem is erected, 
aud renewed annually, on this the bear Lakes air and exercise, and practises 
a vanetv of gymnastics to the great amusement of the spectators who surround 
the iron balustrade, and thus approach the “con«ecrated savage” without 
apprehension The “ ble«<ed bears of Brmdwardrae” were not held in more 
superstitious estimation than those of Bern , but at wbat period or from whit 
circumstance thev were fir«t emblazoned on the patriotic standard f is a question 
that has been variously interpreted Some tr'cc its ongm to Bene, duke of 
Lorraine , o there think that it arose from the circumstance of a certain Glado 
"Mat bringing bom- with him, from the battle of Isovara, in 1510, two voung 
bears as a trophy of victorv 

The institution of Hofwvl, so umrersally opprec ated by philanthropists, is 
within a short distance of Bern * On this domain, in March 1 790, M de 

* tnvi ico«cm bi cot b«o *o f J ctfy ciorrvrf, tfce pat oral fre* tell nesr In rrii>ra bit 
i 'tfitJ rt* a rat pM<t ( n p*rt ot thr r rxh’' two*. 

1 Li tfJ j. At Ctnn *tt ut Ctnit nt (initft lit tna l«a Jt» it i nrw » j tt.n \lmx t.r tv<- « 
~<r <i,in mi rat uucr i turret tundra port! co noi rtoir ocmnsr <3u cljrtoo trnS* or kti’*" 
noli, rc j tit a gt-tirr fconiwur rt moo Crt orara t ifotwr it fjrvtoi at ,« it f»U 

t T»t r~ dr raid lolte t ighj. ttpun^l four jaemSe k't torn n t! <*-rr« rot-, tmj tf-rt 
a „ tit ttrcnJ itn rentsoor to jroctrd bmrtrn iso (mj fit. i*u *j to- f nra» «c o » rm« I t-rewr 
f e who tr uts to B re bit do vs t _ro*— t» lit tops rent (w ef Cfmjirri — »ooct Oirre foi ra 
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Eellenberg, a man eminently distinguished for genius, extensive acquirements, 
and the noblest qualities of the heart, commenced a senes of agronomic expe 
Timents, ■winch, after many sacrifices, have brought the various branches of 
rural economy to a degree of perfection previously unknown in Europe The 
system, as embracing at the same time every facility for education, has attracted 
the approbation of every learned and philanthropic body in Europe The 
institutions which it at present contains are two farms — one to serve as a model, 
and the other for the improvement of such discoveries as have been already 
made, and for carrying on a senes of fresh experiments Here are workshops 
for the construction of every species of agricultural implements, an institution 
devoted to the theory and practice of agriculture, and an establishment of 
education, where upwards of twenty professors give instruction m religion and 
morals, the ancient and modern languages, geography, history, mathematics, music, 
drawing, philosophy, chemistry, &.c A great number of youths — sons of distin- 
guished families — from Trance, Germany, Russia, and England, are boarders in 
the establishment What gives advantages to this establishment over most others 
destined for the purposes of education, is the absence of all the ordinary rncen- 
tiv es to application In the classes there is, literally, neither dux nor dolt — neither 
prize nor punishment The only means employed for securing diligence is bj 
doubling the tasks during the hours of recreation Great benefit has arisen from 
uniting as much as possible the labour of study with the amusement of society , 
and as much liberty in conversation as shall enable the pupil to acquire such ease 
of address and fund of information as may fit him for lus introduction into active 
life As a school of morals, nothing could be better adapted than the house of 
M Fcllenbcrg, where every thing is a model of order, elegant simplicity, and 
polished manners The datly afflux of strangers from all countries is so great, 
and these mostly persons of distinguished rank or intellectual ’acquirements, 
that the young gentlemen under lus care may he said to have become — 
and to have reaped mary of the advantages of — travellers, long before tbcj 
have quitted Hofwjl • 

But what is deserving of still greater praise, is the School for Poor Children, 
also founded bj M de Fcllenbcrg In this M Wehtli, tho director, keeps a 
minute journal of ever) thing that regards the children individually from the 

first hour of their admission — their natural character and dispositions their 

religious, moral, and intellectual progress — their application to stud) their 

• An **t cultural frle U cclct rated h re annually In ISOS tie Mhool for pract cal f 3rn ng 
null tied v ihIct it e imp eei ot itie cantonal gorrrmnent 5 m tar eiubl il menu Jjte lince ll r leci 
elt-cif 1 be two «> vet i n "t l*«orj anj T1 ur e or e 
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monuments m existence She is represented as “ bursting the cerements of 
^ c t 0 mb ' ith one hand, and with the other holding up her infant <;on — or 
i r as the sculptor poetically intended, the 5*xme seems as if crumbling 
r * the «ound of the “ last trumpet, ’ and, awaheped from the sleep of death, 
ful mother presents her babe to the glorious light of immortality — So, 
1 jen the iemal son has arisen m its strength, the flower of the Alps sweetly 
' s from beneath the snow, and, from the frozen earth, springs forth into 
f 016 ] D beantv and existence The subject i« full of poetry— but a poetry which 
‘ V 3 to eiery heart, and presents an affecting picture of tho«e brittle links 
spea , deat li severs, but which immortality restores It is a striking persom 
* UlC ^ death resigning his empire 
fication oj u 

Lo truth iovr and mercy, intnuyiph d«cendn •» 

And trtrurf all glowing in Eden t firit bloom 6 
On the « 0,J cheek of «mtle» and rosea are blend n® 

And beauty immortal awake* from the tomb'" 


3t e of Thun may be considered that of the Oberland, a district winch, 
was elevated to the ranh of canton-cnd ogam at the peace of I8J I 
>» 1,8 ; „ Bern It comprises the east ewtent or valleys and mountains situated 
» ,l “ „tre of Switzerland, and, abounding m excellent pasturage, supports its 
to the" W c ],ieflj b) the breeding or cattle, n„d tho produce or the dorr, 
mhab'tf . into r oar principal sullcys-thc Simmcnthal, Lauterbrunnen, 
It » and Hash, the waters «r which, with their numerous tributaries, 

’ them course, and M Into the lain or Tl,„„-,hc scci-ciy or which 
atescoe a » for its beauty The northern shore presents a con of 
l so r" while tlie opposite abound, ,],e most p^ul nnd picturesque 

“seclr."® though greatly tuiprousl by recent building, „ small, „„,1 
when connected will, the magnificent country ofi which ,1 film., 

V , On ” : C ,‘ b > d 'C •»" amis or the mcr, 

Of r at Bello. tr» erseil by a street ealied Hmeugarten Knell hi,,, el, 

4«* J ' bV”"" 1 b ’ a° bn '-'\"’"‘ »"C. the Che- open, wul, 

’ J ,V li g«l« , ' ,, “" 1 -I"™ •” the mad Lem, a founh, 

t* --*1°'“ — . lead* to the chammg waHs o„ tho 0 „ aiWr , 


■*7 v 


T ..,i gate* „ “ , "" ***«■• unu *bcnr, and a 

U wait or .» cnoimou. of memb 

ij, by e accumulated hbour of 


ryp ‘ 
1 **• 


ctmunpf, coreml with 


‘”e,“ but "" l’opulalion 

4 V ' j ilrrl-; ■! c ’”™ ,b ’ l -c t- e or „ ^ 
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monuments m existence {.he is represented as “ bursting the cerements of 
the tomb with one hand, and noth the otlier holding up her infant son — or 
rather, as the sculptor poetically intended, the s*one seems as if crumbling 
-t the sound of the “ last trumpet, and, awakened from the sleep of death, 
the joyful mother presents her hake to the glorious light of immortalltj —So, 
when the vernal sun has arisen m its strength, the flower of the skips sweetly 
emerges from beneath the snow, and, from the frozen earth, springs forth into 
fresh heauty and existence The subject .« full of poefry— but a poetry which 
speaks to eaery heart, and presents an affecting picture of those brittle links 
winch death severs, but winch immortality restores It is a striking personl 
ficatioo of death resigning his empire 


Lo truth love and mercy, in triumph descending 
And nature all glowing i„ Eden s first bloom 
On the cold cheek of death smiles and roses are blend ng 
And beauty immortal awakes from tbe tomb'" 


The gate of Thun may he considered that of the Oberland, a district which, 
in 1.98, was elevated to the rank of canton- and ogam at the peace or 1811 
annexed to Bern It comprises the east extent of valleys and mountains situated 
m the centre of Switzerland, and, abounding ,n excellent pasturage, supports its 
...habitant, chiefly by the breeding of cattle, and the produce ot the datrj 
It is divided into four principal volleys-the Sunmentlml, Lauteibruiuien, 
Gnndenuald, and Hash, the waters of winch, with their numerous tributaries, 
preserve a northern course, and fall ,„,o „„ , aU of Thun-tbe scenery of which 
.3 so proverbial for its beauty The northern shore presents a vast conger.es of 
rugged mountains, while the opposite abound, the most graceful and picturesque 
landscapes Thun though greatly rmprored bj recent buildings, is small, and 
onlj remarkable when connected with the igndiccnt country of winch ,t forms 
lie capital On the west, m the island fotmcJ hj „ te „„ „ ms „ f mtr , 

, ° r M “. «™™d by a street called Itowngarteu Enel, branch 

1, irr non d rr ' colored over, dm other open, with 

named till ‘ " rd Ea ' < ' ° 1 ’™ 5 to tl,c ro " J to Bern, a fourth, 

” l^f tu on the Grrtsisbcrg, and a 

27.1 "dV 7 r “" 11 f * n C "° m 'Women, of mountains, whose rums 
earth and mWcd”* '' J "‘ C ““" mu,Mcd la hour of centur.es, covered witli 

I™. the porula.,o„ 

^' Ci dl ‘ nn " months by the ruflux uf strangem, who. 
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for some years past, have shewn a decided partiality for the banks of this lake, 
as a place where pleasure, study, and economy may be united The terrace 
near the church commands a most interesting prospect — the great variety of 
the foreground with the lake and glaciers in the distance give jt an inexpressible 
charm The Pavilion of St James embraces a similar hut more extended 
view, while the Bacchcn Htclzh surprises the spectator by the remarkable 
contrasts which it displays when observed from different Tistas — opening and 
shutting ns lie vanes his position, and including the sublime, unchanging 
aspect of the glaciers But from no point is this view enjoy ed in such perfection 
as from the entrance to a little grove, where a seat, inscribed with an appro 
pnate motto — " repose ct joins” — embraces the genera) features as expressed 
in the followin 0 verses — 

“ A»rc Iran gr»nJ» moimeti Iran jtfucr* * rmcl n, 

I*sr Ir solid roar Hint, <;ar 1« Alpes »ont titles 
La »rnjurr In etux, Ir* bon, lr* ficun noutrlli*. 

Tout dacs Imn fm% nllor, irrt I ecu* r nr Han tr 
Jfrorrux qui rarer* bora'* prat Joe* tempt t err l ter 
//.«"» j*l Ut TtrHt * il a f.% lei ttr ** 

On the borders of the lake to wh ch it gives name, arc the s*rihinglv 
[ icturcscjuc village of Spictx, and the ancient towrr of Stratthngen, from which 
sprung the founder of the second kingdom of Burgundy According to popuLr 
tradition, tins district long retained the characteristic name of (lie valley of 
gold and gladness* — a title to which its beauty and fertility ma v still by cbim 
The *mall church of St. Michael, on the margtn of the lake, was called the 
Paradise, and higher up the hank, the chateau of Spietz bo*-e the name of 
the Golden Court — circumstances which prove how highly the*c cliarmirg loci 
hues were appreciated by their feudal chiefs — Spietz is the last village which 
the road touches before u leave* the lake All the 1 ou*es are white, detached 
and each with its garden On a gentle swell stand the church and parstnage 
1 ouse— the btter with a beautiful garden running forward into the lake, in 
the calm bosom of which mountains, meadows, woods, and orchards, are iJJ 
pictured in Wautiful reflection — The village of W itnmit u no less beau iful 
The Simmetithal, on account of its vicinity to Thun and the s'tfe of it* 
tuad*. generally practicable for cars is nuch frequented It cctr-pnws a 
panorama of t-serr vanetv from lie wildest fountain f it-irr* to tie safest 
v radon sect err Here tie ho*ror» of w-nter cvrrhi-g tie path, and there 
f rests, l-ar»e*l Celiv, and Towe'e pastures, succeed each ctl er Ui l-eautif-d 
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alternation It is, throughout, a delicious asylum, where not only the necessaries 
hut the luxuries of life are produced in abundance, and where industry ami 
contentment are seen in their happiest combinations The villey is watered 
through its whole extent by the Simmen, and presents an ilniost uninterrupted 
succession of verdure and fertility It is thickly interspersed with villages, 
where the appearance of the inhabitants is a sufficient guarantee for their 
internal prosperity , and although not more than thirteen leagues in length, 
bj half a league in breadth, it has the air of an independent and well appointed 
republic In the villages, the manufacture of woollen cloths, and the less 
necessary distillation of cherries, occupy a considerable portion of the inhabitants , 
while the Alpine pastures, during the summer, give profitable occupation to 
the rest— The annual migration to the mountains is a scene of great vivacity , 
and it seems surprising that no pamter, to our knowledge, lias yet selected it 
as an original subject for the pencil About the end of May, the grand move 
ment takes place The cattle appear instinctively to know the hour, and require 
itt e ai om their keepers to find the uniting pastures In their triumphant 
procession from stall to praine, they often form a line of nearly a mile in length 
lhe patriarch of the herd, a noble Bernese hull, hearing round his neck a large 
eU, suspended by a richly ornamented leathern belt, leads the way Next 
ucceei t e finest cows, m pairs, and respectively distinguished by the size of 
thc,r beU, and decorate A long tram of waggons, Mon mth the darry appa 
IT, "T" f “ cll "se, stor es, beds, charts, and tobies, for tho 

“ a “ of P‘°™'°ns, form the centre brrgadc, winch is closed bj a 

motley troop of Are or srx score of cattle-all formshed with bells, which leap 

cattle Z r T Tl T™"" 8 ‘ 1,aD * hc • aimrf Ms of Erasiedeln The 
ol b cZ_T V , ° W SlK ° r the dogs barb — the 

"htstle-md tho rZlfcIrllraT 7" ^ 

Alns n frit. kahI. i U d company, make their migrauon to the 

j\ips a Jcic worth remembering — Ho» mm, - i , ir 

nncht be cured „ a „ ° , ° many complaints incident to a city life 

m,ght „d themselves ofZ cZpCrto ’b/fZnZ ”7 

of the Oberlaad, where the on „ 3c If s o „ “ f * "“s' 0 "" 

ood the simple who, of the Alps ...T 5 * 5 ,’ ’ " tol1 a 

oil this we so, parcntheticall, -For tl ' “ ' ,IX1 ” ° r u, » opothecn, 1 Bat 

cojot ntent w.Ui gentle exercise ,t „o 1,1 T” Tm''™ purchase much 

delightful Aril than the Stmmcnthal The acc' ? U r °'" t OUt “ 

ot the toos, and the pleasure of the ,„ ur , he W ,7°"“ 

pm allot, Of the pedestnau mat be safd- ^rrms o single 
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No sad vicissitudes his heart annoy 
Blows not a zephyr but it wl ispers joy 
For him lost flowers their idle sweets eithale 
If* tastes the meanest note that swells tl e gale 
lor him tod seats ll e cottage door adorn 
And peeps the far oil's j ire — his even ng bourne 1 
Dear is the forest frowi ng o’er 1 is hca 1 
And dear the green sward to his velvet mad 
'loves it ere a cloud o er midday s flaming eje ? 
Dpirar l he Joohs and calls if * luxury * 
hn d Nature s charities h s steps attend , 

In every babbling brook 1 e finds a Sr end 

"I le chastening thoughts of sweetest i se bes owed 

By w s !om moralize his pensive road 


With this brief notice of the Simmenthal, we now return to the lake of Thun, 
and resuming the navigation of its waters, which is now, to the great detriment 
of the boatmen, performed by steam, new and striking objects are continually 
brought into view On the left is the grotto of St. Beit, where those who do not 
shrink from the difficulties of a steep and rugged pith, would do well to make a 
pilgrimage The view from the entrance to this cavern is particularly rich and 
comprehensive The grotto, according to the legend, was originally the retreat 
of a dragon— perhaps a hear — which the holy St Beat expelled, and converted 
the lair into a sanctuary , where he communicated to the heathen tribes around 
him the first tidings of the gospel It is divided into two distinct compart- 
ments, of which the lower, adorned with a cirpet of ivy, is very curious The 
rocks in several places are hollowed into recesses similar to chambers , and the 
greatest length of the cave is little short of seven hundred feet It opens upon 
a wide natural resen oir, from which the Beatenbach takes its rise, and descending, 
exhibits a miniature, but picturesque cascade, of several feet in height 

Those who follow the northern bank of tbe lake will hive many advantages 
over those who make the excursion in a boat , but the difficulty, and occi 
sionally the danger, which may overtake the inexperienced tounst in a road 
which is often hewn out of the rock and subject to cbouhments, have established 
a preference m favour of the oar One of the most prominent objects on the 
feft, as we approach the upper end! of the Jake, is the church of -Ceatenherg, 
but of difficult access 

Untersee, so charmingly situated between the lakes of Thun and Bnenz, 
and bordering on the valleys of Lauterbrannen, Grmdelsvald, and Hash, presents 
a striking concentration of sublime and majestic scenery, but softened by the 
intermixture of features the most romantic and picturesque The plain which 
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separates the two lakes is exceedingly fertile, and shaded by walnut-trees of 
such gigantic proportions as to remind one of the great chestnut on Mount 
Etna A single tree, it is said, will furnish fifty fathoms of timber— a fact which 
gives the walnut groves of Interlaken and Untersee a precedence over every 
other m the Confederacy It is from the walnut, subjected to the process of 
cold drawing, that the Swiss make their eaung-oil Though only a short 
league in extent, this plain is covered with a vegetation so nch and vivid, 
commands a panorama so wild and various, and presents sucli pictures of 
sedulous cultivation and primitive simplicity, that it has long enjojed the 
distinctive epithet of an Alpine paradise The climate withal is so mild, that 
m the end of February the meadows are sprinkled with flowers 

The mistress of the inn here is the celebrated Swiss beauty — ** 1® belle 
Batebere — in whom so many knights errant fancied they had discovered a second 
Fornanna She was long the ferry maid across the lake of Bnenz, and with 
her boat, and oar, and blooming complexion, was a favourite subject m every 
traveller s portfolio But now that she has exchanged her “ thousand” admirers 
for one husband, and the management of a boat for her customers at the bar, 
her beauty lias experienced a severe check, and, like a naiad transferred from 
her native wave, she is here “ out of her element.’ * 

The chateau of Kicn, and village of Kienholz, near the lake of Bnenz, were 
formerly destroyed by a fall of the mountains Thirtj eight years ago, nearly 
forty houses in the Milage of Schwemh and Hochstelten were buned by a torrent 
of mud, winch, discharging itself into the lake, continued to discolour the water 
for several months after The mud torrent in Switzerland, and the lava-stream 
m Sicily, though of most opposite temperature, are very similar in their progress 
nnd equally destructive in their effects 

Interlaken is particularly advantageous ns n centre from which the tounst 
may take the scenery of the Oberknd in detail As bead quarters, nothing can 
he more agreeable , and so great is the number of strangers who here fix their 
summer residence, that, besides a large hotel, and fifteen or sixteen comfortable 
boarding houses, every year contributes something new m the wav of accom- 
modation The average rate of board is five francs a daj , and upwards of five 
hundred Lnghsh tourists have been registered in the same week os temporal} 
residents in the village and its vicinity The steam boat which now plies on 
the lake has so much increased the facilities of travelling, that the concourse 
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of strangers during the last season was unprecedentedly great The inn looks 
upon a charming promenade, shaded with noble trees, and at intervals com 
manding the most sublime *<_ener} The twin spires belongmg to the ancient 
abbey and the church are fine landmarks, and in their day have brought many 
pilgrims to the sanctuary 

Here, and at Unterseen, strangers are now invariably entertained by native 
airs sung by peasant girls Their voices being generally good, the several parts 
are sustained with due attention to concord, and with an effect of harmonious 
combination very creditable to the performers Those which they performed, 
se eming ly, with greatest spint and fidelity — although in a style peculiar to them 
selves — were the hunting thorns in Der Freischutz, and the Tyrolese Song of 
Liberty — 

** Oar Alps are the altars of f eejom 1 — our fillets Cm r Liberty s shnne "Ac. 

But this custom — for such it has now become— of admitting young women 
into public houses for the entertainment of strangers dll midnight, is oDe of the 
many instances where the strangers gold has corrupted the native simplicity of 
the Swiss Profit, however, when purchased by the «acnfice of decorum will 
never contribute to the intrinsic wealth of a state 

The pastoral fete celebrated here is of great antiquity, and supposed to take 
its ongin from some remote heathen solemnity The place chosen for the 
occasion is generally an elevated pasture, where, on the morning of the anm 
Ternary, a ring is formed by the village patriarchs who are to adjudge the 
prizes, and within this the wrestlers tike their stand Each having selected 
lus antagonist torn some one of the neighbouring villages, the struggle begins, 
while the fresh combatants who wait to be challenged, take alternately the places 
of those worsted in the game Each combatant enters the lists with a feeling 
as if the credit of his family and countrx , no less than his own personal glory 
depended upon hi» tingle arm , and seldom, even m the games of Greece, was 
emulation more keenlv excited, or the prize more vigorously contested Before 
any wrestler can he declared the victor, he must have thrown his adversarv 
twice fairly on his hack No blows are permitted in this trial of strength 3nd 
it is but seldom that an) single aspirant can support more than six turns The 
two strongest decide the game bv three rounds, which proclaim the victor* 
Dances and rural banquets follow, m which the fair spectators of the conflict gi'e 
1 fe and vn acitv to the picture The merriment continues often a great i art 
of the night, and the dancers are furnished with shelter and refreshment bv 
tie booths which surround the festive fcld It is recorded in one of tlie*e 
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pastoral fetes, that, whilst a victor and his partner were busily occupied in the 
dance, and the former too much engaged with the smiles of the fair Adelaide 
to note the fearful precipice at their side, on a sudden movement of the waltz 
the treacherous brink on which they trod gave way, and, followed by wild 
shrieks of despair, the unhappy lovers sank into the yawning chasm beneath 
By some this catastrophe was believed to be a voluntary act — the despe 
rate result of opposition to their union— hut that is a mystery which the 
shrewdest of the survivors could not develop It was a fact nevertheless, 
and might have been introduced as a new feature by Holbein into his “ Dance 
of Death * 

It is always an object among those who visit Lauterbrunnen for the first time, 
to arrive between nine and ten o clock, for at that time the Staubbach has the 
morning sun full upon it, and is more likely to make a lasting impression 
To accomplish this three hours will suffice , but if the several objects by the 
way are to be glanced at, it is then necessary to set out from Interlaken at 
least two hours earlier 


The ancient Castle of Unspunnen, consisting of a square tower, with one of 
its angles rounded into a turret, commands the pass, but is hardly visible through 
the mass of brushwood with which it is masked It is conjectured, that in 
the dungeons of this tower the inhabitants of Oberhasli were confined, after 


being taken prisoners at the battle of the Haslcrig It was the fortress of 
Bcrthold, the founder of Bern, in honour of whom a fete, such as no ha%e 
described, is celebrated annually near tins spot 

Proceeding on through Wilderschywl, a cheerful hamlet, but exhibiting in 
its population instances of that humiliating disease so peculiar to Alpine vallejs, 
i%e enter the defile of the Lutsclunen, where all that is most sublime and 
terri ic in scenery is grouped, and concentrated in a way that defies description 
r * PaS f m . "! UC , h lhe wld powerful genius of Salvator would have 

' , " k, °f cd Bloora ' but ho penal, however magical m Us dehnee 

, 1,0 Abmi2 ' would hero hove let l„If ,u plastic influence, and left 

Junrfmu.TT °, """ “ nd '"“’“"I" ■» despair A glimpse of the 

d contn hutcs to the sublimity of the scene, and for a 

, , “ ”°" 0 P° ll “> *>» spectator’s attention 11, on h nlll a„t resting on the 

tan™, at ,„ r . T J '"r W Ti " badge, which span the 

T ° ' f »‘ ! “ d P'nlous aspect, that the stranger 

shudders think how such adventurous footing can he employed a, Ihc medium 

h-h’lh on ™ WiTa'l 11 -S’d. of Imerlak™ tread as 

h„h,l) rulol, fashioned plank— slung fr™, hank hank user the ho, hug 
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surge — as if tliev but passed from one chamber to another , and smile at what 
the stranger counts to be an enterprise — 

“ A» full of pen! »nd idrenturwu ip m 
As to o fiTrslk a current roar-ng loud 
On the nnsteiL**! foonrg ef a ijvu! 

Both the Lutschinen abound in the very finest trout The fisher, armed with 
a indent, or spear with three prongs, stations himself on the edge of the torrent 
at a point where it is most impetuous, and there strikes the fish in their passage 
up or down the stream This u certainty much more of a task than a pastime, 
for it requires the undivided attention of the fisher — and, with his eyes fixed 
on the rapid current for hours at a time, it is surprising that he does not m a 
fit of vertigo drop into the torrent. But hahit has rendered him proof against 
danger so apparent, and there, like a statue on its pedestal, and in the 
attitude of a gladiator, he continues from hour to hour the patient “ Pescator 
dell onde " 

"Waterfalls, in various cadence, streak with foam the precipices to the left 
but the dash and thunder of their descent are lost in the deep roar of the torrent 
to which they hurry with unslackemng tribute The trunks of trees hewn in 
the mountain', and thence sent on a voyage to the plain, float down the torrent, 
stnpt of their bark, and bearing every mark of a boisterous passage At on“ 
point they a-e seen whirling round in a vortex — buffeted against the rocks — 
then, with the speed of lightning, shooting through the spray, and apparently 
lost. In this manner the timber for domestic purposes is transported to its 
destination, and a devastating torrent rendered subservient to the will of man 

Aloft, and as far as the eye can reach, casual ghmp'es of refreshing verdure 
relieve the savage sterility which overspreads the 'urrounding chaos. Rocks 
are suspended in critical balance over the path, and from their giddy verge the 
goat peers down like a suspicious 'entmel upon the stranger s progress. Spring 
and winter are ever in immediate contact, and summer expands its arms to 
the very border of eternal snow Chalets, whose roofs only appear to nse 
above the sod are sprinkled along the acclivities, and mingle their picturesque 
features with the landscape In these are housed the cattl* and produce of the 
meadows , and there the summer is 'pent by the owners in all the simplicity of 
patriarchal life 

The only materials employed in the construction of these “ castra stativa ” as 
the chalets may be termed, are rudely fashioned trunks of pine* cut in equal 
lengths pinned together, and the interstices often left as a free passage to the 
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air The roof is very flat, composed of a layer of pine deals, and retained m 
its position by transverse rafters, upon which are piled fragments of rock to 
act as ballast when assailed by high winds* This precaution is universal in 
all places of similar elevation, where, unless so provided, the chalet, like a vessel 
breaking from her moorings, would literally drift before the wind. But the 
resistance which these seemingly frail habitations oppose to the “ ouragans of 
the Alps is almost incredible — and the more so to those who have had personal 
evidence of their violence 

Saussure, while prosecuting his researches in the Alps of Savoy, took shelter 
in one of the chalets on the Mole, just as one of these hurricanes began 
Ever} instant, so long as it lasted, he expected the chalet would have been 
earned away, for, although quite low, squatted on the earth, and its root 
covered with masses of stone so as to oppose the least possible resistance to the 
wind* it often happens that the weather side of the sloping roof is lifted up by 
the storm and thrown completely over upon the other, in the same manner as 
by a breath wc turn over the lea 1 * of a book. 

When the storm had partially subsided, Saussure wishing to judge for himself 
of its diminished force, although cautioned by the inmates against the expe- 
nmeut, withdrew the bar which conGncd the door In an instant it was 
blown open with such violence as to throw the philosopher complete!} off lus 
balance, and pile up every article of furniture against the opposite wall Had 
this experiment been tned but a short time prcnousl}, the chalet and its 
lodgers would have made a ver} precipitate retreat. When such gusts suddenly 
overtake the cattle on pastures bordered with precipices, the} are borne down 
bj them os easily as an October blast on the plain hurries the dry leaves 
before it But if the storm comes on by degrees, and only readies tins pitch of 
violence after a certain space, the wary animals, fully sensible of their danger, 
turn their heads to leeward, and spreading out their fon. legs with their hoof* 
ed 0 cd firmtv into the soil, ride out the storm like a ship at anchor From the 
moment it is assumed, nothing will induce them to change their position 
There they might he killul or inunud without the power of forcing them to take 
<mc <Ccy farm fta* spue «*Venr its can. for s tn*Cevctc *? tleeot ta mslr there rfami 
The chuf thing, to be attended to in tl ts« pastures is to prevent the cattle 
from being jul’tnlv cxjHJstd to the storm, and with this view, when anv 
symptom of an approaching tempest n anifcstv itself, all tl e women and children 
run to drive the cattle from the j rccq ices into tl e more Tetircd J vstures 

In j n>vrntm„ < ur n nte along tin h f t ! snk of the I utschmen, Vamre 
«lii 4 lavs tvilcncv of her working in the m it awful fmnt. Itock«, suspcnVd 
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m midway air, and bearing on their front the rude scars of remote convulsions, 
cndo>e the traveller on either side, while the path along which he moves, 
appears cut by streams, shattered or obstructed by fallen rocks, and undermmed 
hj the frantic torrent at its base Still, however, m her dreariest recc«s, the 
cheerful liven of spring scatters here and there the pleasing indications of her 
presence , and a green spot peering cautiously from the scene of devastation, 
proclaims, like the olive-branch of old, that there are yet life and hope in the 
world, and that the chaos around is gradually opening upon a scene reserved 
for the abode of man-— a retreat where m safetv lie may survey the ruins of a 
past world, and in its wildest recess find on asylum for lus reception this 
os) him is the rock bound valley of Lautcrbrunnen 

As the vista opened upon this delicious solitude — delicious as succeeding 
it once to the dismal labyrinth through which we had pursued our way — and 
the morning sun shot lus beams aslant the glaciers, the cfllct, both as regards 
the scene and ounelvcs, was almost inagi,nl The wood, which threw its J«af> 
screen betwixt us and the village, was not so dense as to mask its simple beautv, 
but here and there afforded an escape for its church, parsonage, and inn, and 
these, varying their position and aspect as we advanced, product d an rflVct in 
beautiful harmony with the scene 'flic rush of many waters fell in mingled 
chorus upon the ear, but no faint, and with so little of tin. audible character 
of ** headlong floods," that the sound had a tranquillizing rttl cr than a 
startling tliict l)ut where, then, was the Staubbach! whose precipice of 
nine hundrtd fe-’t takes such easy precedence among (be leaping torrents of 
Switzerland * The Staubbach was directly in fro it, failing 1/ke a roluirt of 
snow flakrs — narrow nt top, but widcnmg and waving in its devrent, and 
changing its transparent shower into the most brilliant hues as the sun prrerd 
its fold, and there imprinted an ins sporting in the spray Though a hflj 
U is almost a mmrlcs* fall, and, like the foot of the eastern brautv i» ssluli 
ns snow, and falls as light ** 

Wide thus engaged, the undulating ntirrmirof the Stiubl&ch ir > smwJH 
Ay CiV salmY coivrr «n r wiw if itooW- ie.hr «nv dm- p.v.v.l'^vw' .« ? .«\v.w / • 

the travrll rs* meditation 1 y a musical pcrfoTnarrr " hen I card in e 
distano , and joined by the eel o>-*, it was a rvmantie interhilr. but «n 
aj , row 1 mg nearer, it inCictrd uj« n ll c nr » harsh m m toiv Tb* scrtimeat 
of tie mtlx'v, if sre nghtlv interpret t’ e <scnn.su pat is in w 1 fh t vs» 
expiTvscd, was a Joeal f~- " J/nr in o r* aV* 
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and form the only harvest — though lar from adequate to the wants cf the 
inhabitants 

Higher tip the Lutschinen is the cascade of the hlirrenbach, falling over a 
precipice eight hundred feet m height, and fonumg another magnificent feature 
in the landscape Not long since, a chamois-hunter in pursuit of game shpt 
his hold on this frightful verge, and was precipitated to the bottom, a mutilated 
corse Of all pursuits to which the Alpine peasant devotes his time and 
ingenuity, that of the chamois hunter is attended with the greatest danger and 
fatigue Pew ever relinquish it, or die a natural death. 

The whole valley of Tauterbrnnnen affords abundant evidence of its sudden 
formation by come terrible convulsion which opened it as a crevasse All the 
prominent and serrated edges correspond, and, if again closed, would enter 
into their original positions The torrents which stripe it on all sides, also 
correspond, their coarse being merely interrupted by the chasm, and were the 
edges of the precipices brought into contact, the channels would be reunited, 
and the waters, instead of falli ng in cascades, would flow in continuous streams. 
The subject is interesting, and cannot fafl to engage the travellers observation, 
but as our space is limited, we can afford httle more than a glance at the almost 
numberless objects which here solicit attention What the author must omit, 
however, will be amply compensated by the truth and elaborate finish of 
the illustrations 

The passage of the Wengen-Alp into the Gnndelwald is a most interesting 
portion of the tour To those unaccustomed to estimate distances m the Alps, 
the Jungfrau appears as if immediately overhanging the path, and throwing 
every other object into ob'eunty by its vast and varied brightness, tabes entire 
possession of the scene* — a scene which justifies the following apostrophe * — 

All reckless thou behold *t the varying ode 
Of tunea and seasons whether winter frown. 

Or (pnn; or itinuner o er the hearena preside, 

V et toll to thee its naught t — atoll thou look *t dawn 
I jif banned — unchatijTable • — L feleaa and wide — 

And desolate — Ihou wearst thine icy crown 
Where tuns that acerrh the wild p ne at tby feet 
h ith moon! ght rad ance— cold and acathetra beat ! 

“ Hartnlew o er thee ten theoaaod lam bare rolled — 
n 3d cataracts from thy ftrdle bunt their wayl 
I et a till within thy froim mantle- fold 
Sum winter te b n* with an eternal *w»y ■ 

• The po nta of Tie* ebroen by Mr Bartlett for lhi» .tup endecs acme are peculiar* h»rT Tbr rear 

vrw of the Jungfrau, «, h the welLkno-n acme from ** Manfred," t. munendy 
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Far up tbe welkin shoot thy summits bold 
And far below tho t seest the 1 ghtmngs play— 

Hear st the dread thui der bellowing round thy base 

And s tt *t the while with glorious suns! ne on thy face — SIS 

At one of the chalets near the highest point of the passage it is customary 
to halt for rest and refreshment , and from this point, with the summit of the 
Silver horn directly opposite, the Jungfrau is seen m all its sublimity 

Its 1 oary summ t, robed id vestal white 
Inviolate soars 


The spirit of Alpine adventure, however, has earned at least one hunter to 
the summit, so that, literally, the Jungfrau is no longer a virgin mountain — 
the ** Dian of the waste At short intervals, the stillness of the atmosphere 
is convulsed by sounds like the boom of distant artillery, but occasionally harsher 
as they seem to approach, and then terminate in a crash which startles the 
echoes, and is prolonged m various undulating murmurs among the recesses 
and chasms of the mountain Directing the eye towards the point whence the 
sound seems to proceed, we perceive a moving mass resembling the foam of a 
suddenly discharged cataract A cloud of snowy spray marks the line and 
impetuosity of its course, and, as it dashes downward with the speed of lightning, 
and sweeps every obstacle before it, pyramids of silvery dust and vapour soar 
here and there from its channel like sparkling exhalations These succeed 
one another wherever the shock and struggle between the descending body and 
the rocks nuts course has been most formidable In estimating tbe rapidity 
with which these snowy thunderbolts descend, we might fancy the next minute 
would involve us in their destruction But, like the sea, they too “ have bounds 
P“. -a >n the moment nf their utmost fury are laid 
ini ih . ” T lntcnemiI S gulf, where, changmg them form, and laying 
It mb’ n J "" f^rmg stream, 

result o7 r T\ "» phenomena here noticed are the 

‘P" 1 " 1 ' ■’ generally penodtcal, and d„- 
n .. ut Lr,, n T m m U,r “ “ d ° d - during wind, ported the ... .. 

1 . , , *' n ° °° sc ning their “ frozen bonds," launches the nccumu 

“2 L,*™* “ eXpl0 " 0ra 11 “ ■ which in these nwful 

nev , r ’ UnC ’ nnd nwahens an impression not to he described, hut 
I' , ” f fOTBM, ' n , At ■"'■In.oht, wlun the sums done loop watch o» the 
Z a. „ r 7T I 7° '' OM ' possession of the scene, ... 

”° n d "7’’ ” C T" r " len fold intensity, and MU the speculor. 

mind with the most tl n ling emotions 
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* AH heaven and earth are suit— though not id sleep 
Eut breathless as we grow when f dug most. 

And s lent, as we stand in thoughts too deep 
For utterance * 

TVe were welcomed to the valley of Gnndelwald by the warbling of two 
\lpme muses — a strain as wild in modulation as the character of the scenery 
through which it circulated, and very appropriate to the place 

-The glaciers of Gnndelwald have been often described , but the subject is one 
to which, no description in words, or even in painting, cm do adequate justice 
We have nothing wherewith to compare the scene, *o as to give it that vivid 
colouring by which those who have not had ocular demonstration may recog 
mse its wild phenomena We refer to our former account of the glaciers of 
Chamoum, m the first volume of this work 

From the windows of the inn the eye wanders over the more striking features 
of the scene below, the torrent descends with thundering precipitation from 
its source in the icy cavern, the opening to which forms a magnificent arch of 
seventy feet m height Above, the glacier split into towers and pinnacles and 
sparkling with the sun, merges its sea green ramparts m a wilderness of ever 
lasting snows The pinnacles, so well known under the name of horns or 
aiguilles, present an appearance the most unprecedented to the eye and mind of 
a Granger One of these, a stupendous obelisk, shooting its precipitous and 
tapering form to nearly twelve thousand feet, fringed at its base with forests, and 
encrusted with snow, exerts a sort of fascination over the sense*, and holds the 
spectator for a time m mute and breathless contemplation 

With nil its splendid features, however, the valley of Gnndelwald is not 
“ the happy valley" which the " Minnesingers" of the Alps have depicted it 
The rigour of winter lasts full seven months, so that the agricultural pursuits, 
*o necessary to the welfare of the inhabitants, are impeded, and their spnng 
summer, nnd autumn, are confined to the short interval of five months The 
vallcv, though considerably wider than that of Lautcrbrunnen, is still too 
limited m extent and produce for the number of its inhabitants. The dam 
forms their chief dependence , for the liberal *' mother of harvests, antf the 
god of the vintage, are alike strangers in the place Without these two 
important divinities, it has been said love will find few votaries , but here— 

' sine Cerere et Libero"— the Paplnan goddess, nevertheless, has her devotees and 
her temple even among the snows To visit his mistress of a “ Saturday night 
a youth of Gnndelwald (or in anv part of the Oberland Demon) will encounter 
all the penis of an Alpine sky —torrent, storm, and avalanche, and thread h J 
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way to the favoured chalet as unerringly as if he earned a compass, and moved 
along one of Macadam’s best roads These stolen interviews are concerted 
much in the same manner as in Scotland The fair one, as soon as the rest of 
the family are sleepily disposed of, prepares a cheerful reception for her lover, 
whose arrival is announced by a gentle serenade of— 

Oh ! are ye deep n Maggy ? 

Let me in for loud the w n is roar n o er yon warlock era gy l 

The question, of course, is answered hy a gentle whisper that the old folks 
are all as they should be — suspecting nothing, or fast asleep , and then, stepping 
to the long wooden gallery — 


She ope d the door she loot h m in he coost as de h s dnpp ng pla d e — 

Now Maw your want ye ra n and w n! for now I m in aside my Maggy • 

But, without evincing any impertinent curiosity in prosecuting the subject, 
let us now paint the happy lovers seated by a blazing log of pine tree, i dish of 
roasted chamois and rye bread on the table, rich cream, with the very flavour of 
the flowers on which the cows were fed — cheese that speaks for itself, and is 
recommended strongly to the palate by its npo odour , and to close the banquet 
a glass of that precious nectar of the Alps, Kirscliwosser, or gentian whiskey, 
to w) icli the youth u invited by many gentle arguments, as an antidote to the 
cold and fatigue encountered in his journey She drinks to lum with a maiden s 
welcome— he pledges the cup, and this done, feels that he can descant on lose 
with the eloquence of a senator ith what rapture docs she listen as he lays 
down the plan of their future lift, and presses her to name the day when she 
wtU consent to light 1 is chalet with her smiles 1 The question adds at once to 
her beauty and embarrassment— it is ingeniously evaded, but in ft manner that 
adds to her lovers importunity She hesitates— but ut last her scruples are 
overcome T1 e day and hour are named — a thousand anticipations of happy 
vears flush the cheek nnd flutter round the 1 cart of the Alpine maid Their 
tl oughts are too big for utterance, and they sit looking into each other s face — 
* ant ^ ^ ia PPJ But ll e night wind howls dismally through the wide gallen. 

the waning of the star* slows tl at the parting moment lias armed 
Tom-nts mint be forded— forests tra terse 1— snowy ramparts lurmountcd, end 


• Im 






BOHREN — JIOORON — THE REICHEVBACH 


it is indeed time to go — love most give place to the stem law of necessity * 
They have parted, and with the speed of the bouquetin, the Alpine lover retraces 
his steps, while the newly betrothed fallows his shadow as he fleets along 
the 'now, with feelings which at once delight and distract her spint But why 
distrust 7 the shy is cloudless , and although the wind sweeps howhngly through 
the gorge, the hurricane is far off, and she at length retires to press that pillow 
which her present thoughts have rendered too delicious for the vulgar enjoy 
ment of sleep — A3 the first hreath of day pervaded the green pastures, a piercing 
shriek escaped her lips, and brought her mother anxiously to her bed-side — 
for when is a mother deaf to the voice of her child 7 “ It was nothing,’ she 
said — “ a mere phantom which had crossed her dream ’ But it was a phantom 
that had changed her look and complexion, and her hand shook convulsively 
as she raised it to wipe off the cold dew that had started suddenly to her /ore- 
head. — We need only add, that at that hour a landslip on the Lutschmen 
overwhelmed the narrow valley while her lover passed, and with its nuns com 
braed that of as true a heart as was ever pledged to woman in the valley of 
Gnndelwald. 

Among numerous examples of the dangers by which the inhabitants of these 
regions are beset, even m the occupations of daily life, the following fact may 
be recorded Christopher Bohrea, the inn keeper at Gnndelwald, having occa 
Sion to cross the glacier situated between the "Wetterbom and Alettenberg, was 
considerably advanced on his way, when the ice beneath him suddenly breaking, 
he was plunged to a depth of sixty four feet. "U lth his arm broken, and 
wnst dislocated by the fall, he had still sufficient presence of mind to make 
some exertion for his preservation Stunned, and half frozen, he groped about 
him, and in the bottom of his icy prison discovered a tunnel through which the 
melted waters of the glacier had forced an outlet. Insinuating himself into 
this canal, he advanced painfully, and despairing of ever again beholding the 
light. The warmth of life was fast yielding to the deadly chill of the cavern in 
which, to all appearance, he was doomed to perish Every step he advanced 
on his knees and elbow, (for of the latter be had but one left,) threw a keener 
pang into his heart, and the mingled gurgling, rushing, and tinkling sound of 
the deeply channelled waters, sounded in his ear like a homd dirge that pio- 
nounced his wife a widow, and his children fatherless* This vety thought, 
however, was probably the cause of his redoubled exertion, and made the 
agony of fear the beginning of hope , for when he had crawled along the icy 
current for about twenty fathoms, he suddenly emerged into the light of day. 

The torrent had there its issue, and the captive, following its direction, was 
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speedily restored to the world, and lived many 3 ears after to narrate the circum- 
stances of his miraculous escape.* 

I ollowmg the left margin of the lieichenbach, we come to those celebrated 
a s, wuc so completely fix the stranger’s attention as to form almost the 
pnncip o ject of the tour, and amply repay him for any fatigue he may have 
encountered hj the way. Of these tremendous features, however, Mr. Bartlett has 
gwen so ,md and correct a representation, that eery little description mil suffice. 
AH who have witnessed the natural picture mil a, „„ce recognise and applaud 

uoouT I 7 ° £ „ t,,e ’ nimic those who have no. “stood 

f e °“ s ver S e » will form an accurate conception of its wild magnifi- 
hm ed 11 rf'T brf ° re th ™' The body of water which is here 
I Lll a Z Q °T S fr ° m is furihed hy the Scheideck, 

Wo ! »*- through a reel l 7 gorge of the 

heWn- ,h? I ®, ° “ lulitS “ fa " in P-He. and about a hefted feet in 
breadth of 1 i ^ stu P en dous of the two superior falls, presents a 

b n ai ns base. Around the shattered precipices — 


" “ d * b , rUbS ; "I* dlSOrder ' (nn Z* Butr. homfic border . 

,UlC ' CCaJr, ~ from -profound/ breezes waft tbo d.smal sound.” 


oitcirj wan inc uijnui wunu. 

.ZZ-im MMer ‘ "“ ,Ca . fot «“* P»T>°», the faU is obsened in all its 
to the next ° ^? Ve " wom precipice, where it makes its first trial of strength, 
pr ll lZ” 1 " 5 , 'r k '' ,l,erc '"do 'Olume is dissipated in snow and 
ZZ-Z Z 1 ,'1, ” iU descent— filling the ear with the roar of its 
Point that all who 1'ld Vorf" T «„ ''° m>r a " d f’*™'* 0 "- 11 ” “ 
scene, should tale their stand; and-! “ C ° ntCm P k "’ tbc s “ U ™"f ° f dl ' 

” Tlicre watch .be -hell of waters" 


»»tft at light and loud as thunder !** 


M. Jtourvn. a Protestant ilrnrimma , * mei ’ trJ ’’I man T bring On the Slit of August, IS'b 
at inter* als anion- th« jUtierJ^ This |* W *" •«« In one of then* icy gul's wbi«l» Pl*« 

• ho accompanied him He had cn i- trm -j .* r *****' **U»«trophe took place In presence of the *uUc 
•et out on a aurrey of tl* H , e f p 0 n °delwald the preceding- uijht, and the nest morning 

•fraeted, ami he apj-rnached the fcnnV /bL? T"' 0 ** * ,!ud ^ lo, h.» ounostty tea. thereby 

the spike end of h.a j«le l nta ,h. i., * . . , 7 “‘•'ht l«,k down Into J, wilh safety, l.e stntrk 

propelled hy the • * lit.on.l . r | : l t, pene',„, nl r,r ** yd °r°« !«• head. In an Instant the sp'lr. 

jr rctptiic J Into the chs.ro neiHr »>-} > , , ,w " forward, and Meuron. ltniog his halsnee. was 

I ■ •'! preUhd tj hr d.J tu* su.si,, toit "•"tu'ion., and a thi^li and am fractured. 

U f»l« «h« prop p>, «»j— or tl* »-^, T , k " ’. ,„ **'* **“ im ** '*’<*» l^rror of that b»imm «hm 
awl .KraWaal Hu huily ... Inurred in thTI,-l,„ 10,0 ‘***tn«f spare between cWhrfnk 

«i*?le »tvl »J, r , n* ej.Uph, tW. rreerd. the mcU^Vy * "“ tU w ‘ k * 
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To witness the last fall, it is necessary to pass through the meadows, and 
crossing a small bridge, take our stand opposite the foaming precipice, where, 
after pursuing its headlong course for about three hundred yards, the river 
achieves the last scene in this splendid exhibition 

There lover of the Alpine elorm, the raven shews h tr sable form 
And there the lammerghejer lone o erlooks that foaming Fblegetbon 1 
Whose sleepless vortex smoVes and seethes and clothes the rochs w th tortured wreaths 
Of an eternal tempest. 

* The Valley of Meynnghen— or more properly that of Hash, of which 
Meyruighen is the capital — comprises an extent of five leagues or upwards, 
and boasts of a population whose appearance and character are essentially 
different from those of their neighbours A tradition exists similar to that 
affuded to in our account of Schwjtz, which describes the original cofonj as 
of Swedish origin This tradition is further strengthened by a supposed affinity 
between the two languages, and by the physical and moral distinctions to which 
they lay claim That they are of foreign descent, and not aborigines, is rendered 
more than probable from various concurring testimony The men of Hash 
are a singularly fine race, and in stature, expression, and deportment, have not 
degenerated from their heroic ancestry They maintain a high credit among 
the surrounding cantons for the masculine virtues, patriotism, courage, honour, 
and intrepidity, as well as the more domestic qualities of candour, benevolence, 
and those requisites which form the great bond of good citizenship The women 
no less distinguished than their lords, have a traditional costume to which they 
8 till attach importance, and in many instances present a figure and physiognomy 
which a pamter might delight to copy They are not, like the women of other 
1 alleys, exposed to severe labour in the fields, or to the drudgery of a domestic 
bondage They are vejy attentive to the art of the toDettc, and preserve their 
freshness of complexion and elegance of form to a late period of life One of 
tlie most interesting fttca celebrated in the valley, is the examination of the 
schools, and distribution of prizes under the direction of the pref t and pastor 
In proof of the salubrity of the climate and their own natural sobriety, it ma) 
he stated, that they have neither physicians nor surgeons nor accoucheurs — any 
one of whom might here as well look for the philosophers stone as j roftssional 
remuneration During the eight years immediate!} preceding ISlf and in 
the parish of Meynnghcn alone, eighteen men and thirty five women c* cd at 
the age of eighty and upwards , one man at ninety three, nnothcr at ninttT four, 
three women at ninety and ninety fi «- , forty fir* men and fortr three women 
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between the ages of seventy and eighty For the last thirty jears the popula- 
tion has increased so much, as to exhaust the natural resources of the valley, 
and induce a necessity for emigration The plague, which in former times 
committed great ravages in the Hash, has not appeared since 16G9, when 
upwards of twelve hundred persons fell victims to it m the parish of Meynnghen 
alone In a population of six thousand, according to the census of 1816, ten 
individuals were returned as possessing fortunes of forty thousand livres and 
upwards, and more than twenty with thirty thousand , but with these exceptions, 
the inhabitants were suffering great privations, and the majority compelled, during 
the severe winter, to exist on potatoes almost exclusively, and often without 
even the humble luxury of salt Formerly, it appears, they enjoyed a greater 
immunity from the natural scourges of their position, and lived in coropara 
tnely easy circumstances , but since then, repeated inundations of the Aar,* 
and other torrents, discharging themselves into this " valley of streams, have 
occasioned so many losses, and so many fresh demands upon the labour of the 
community, that to these causes the greater part of the straitened circumstances 
complained of may be attributed f 

The Giesbach, to which we now retrace our steps, is certainly one of the 
finest cascades in the Oberland, and by some, indeed, preferred to the greater 
lall of the Reichenbach The worthy and well informed individual, the organist 
of Brientz, who resides here during the summer months, is an additional attrac- 
tion to the picturesque traveller He lias two daughters, and two or three sons, 
whose musical talents he has so far perfected hy judicious cultivation, ns to 
form out of his own family a chorus of excellent singers We entered Ins 
neat cottage, huilt so as to command fine views of the cascade, and after waiting 
a s lort time, were welcomed hy its owner with great natural politeness, and an 
expression of benevolence and cheerful contentment, which arc seldom observed 

ut w lero worldly ambition has been held in check hy the habitual exercise 
10 er passions Having been informed of our arrival by one of Jus 
c uidren, he had left his laborious occupation of cutting wood m order to con- 


nMrwV " 2 C ' llm .mb.nltm.ni rauit g of ■ wl !l write f.M 1 S* * 7 

r ^ ” T* “ 1 "I-”' ■" .ml rn.. „i ... n ,n 1 « 

pwlil (KMulqU . * , “"JT*. by nerD “ n4 eleesrJ b r ,! c inhabitant! of Hull. The Aral of «1**« 
E TC ni jl, V " r «■» ""“.ml lr.1 .1 1..,.. .1 » 1 .Inc 

cxiior > bnljra. i.. ,u , , „ - n 8 * toturn of n no thouuni bw it l tm. Tb* 

1 J *• Ac 1 He topor*. .beat. « n, „ , t! » h „ anufccturc. Ac. 
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between the ages of seventy and eighty For the last thirty years the popula- 
tion has increased so much, as to exhaust the natural resources of the valley, 
and induce a necessity for emigration The plague, winch in former times 
committed great ravages in the Hash, has not appeared since 1GG9, when 
upwards of twelve hundred persons fell victims to it in the parish of Meyringhen 
alone In t population of six thousand, according to the census of 1816, ten 
individuals were returned as possessing fortunes of forty thousand hvres and 
upwards, and more than twenty with thirty thousand , hut with these exceptions, 
the inhabitants were suffering great privations, and the majority compelled, during 
the severe winter, to exist on potatoes almost exclusively, and: often without 
even the humble luxury of salt Formerly, it appears, they enjoyed a greater 
immunity from the natural scourges of their position, and lived in compara 
tively easy circumstances , but since then, repeated inundations of the Aar,* 
and other torrents, discharging themselves into this “ valley of streams have 
occasioned so many losses, and so many fresh demands upon the labour of the 
community, that to these causes the greater part of the straitened circumstances 
complained of may he attributed f 

The Giesbach, to which we now retrace our steps, is certainly one of the 
finest cascades in the Oberland and by some, indeed, preferred to the greater 
fall of the Reiclienbach The worthy and well informed individual, the organist 
of Bnentz, who resides here during the summer months, is an additional attrac- 
tion to the picturesque traveller He has two daughters, and two or three sons, 
whose musical talents he has so far perfected by judicious cultivation ns to 
form out of lus own family a chorus of excellent singers IVe entered his 
neat cotta D c, built so as to command fine views of the cascade, and after waiting 
ort time, were welcomed by its owner with great natural politeness, and an 
xp on o encvolence and cheerful contentment, which are seldom observed 
lmt wW worldly ambition has been bold m check by tlie habitual derate 
1 1 1' ^ ,aSS1Qns Having been informed of our arrival by one of lu 3 

ren, ie iad left bis laborious occupation of cutting wood in order to con- 


T,° W CS, “ m ’ T * Te embanVmem eons »t ng of a wall twelre feet Wgh b T 
Th , mount! 'I"* ruc,fd at Ta,t l«tx>ur and expense in 17*3 and repa red a gt n in 1 02. 

n t ' , J ^ In ' 0 *' r ~ *** ~ ***—«*» »»’ «" C.dmen and Gu ,a„cn an ted under «b. 

p ,n,l .«conTn«1 ^ B ' r " a " d * ,ee,td b r «i e In' »1> tanu of Has) Tl e first of llx** 
tl en. The r tT!! ! I T'** fi " 0 ' > ' l " nd a *» who I are greatly increased . *ce 

pr^ee^annlu^W^n * ' * ^ *«• each of nh cl on an average 

i S ^ l? U V Z b " s “ TelUTn of " ** twaol s. as I erea. The 

etpom beside., ar.efc.mo .Via, fox skin, &e , .he Import, -hest, win. ..It, tlo b manufacture. Ac 
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annually resorted to by invalids The more prominent in this extensive cata 
ogue are the baths of Leissigen, Weissembourg, Blumenstein, Gurmghcl, 
Langenau— -the sulphur baths near Brut, gen, Sommerbaus, Thalgut, and many 
“ au <henticated cures Ho district of Switzerland 
It, , ThT a T* fl<ild , ‘ be Iesearches of Ae natural philosopher than Bern 

1>V manv iH t * Ve S eta kle, an ^ mineral kingdoms, have been celebrated 

Haller T 7“ ‘ aia ’“ l ~ !lm0D 8 whom we need only mention the great 
ThTLlT? U eTC ° ' Vhete W<i m ‘ nd >“£0 “P>‘* annually 

hT die IT ?r— ^ establishment at Hofl^l, already described, 

paTrou To " PraCUCal lKS ° nS - " Me *• nt has been a liberal 

Se EmTTT" 16 “ 1CUlated “ te ” d great nauonal resource 
narfeuoTr ’ ^ m ° St li '“ 1 = thstaets in Switzerland, and the 

culhll t ' ' “ PeCUl,arly lnteres ‘ I "£ »n account of tts lugL state of 

man! 1 r ety T “ W<W ° f lU “" d ‘ho activity of its 

the rich field f “ T *“ *° “ ccount of «* many natural cunosit.es, and 
ruhhT , spe , cula “ 0n tthich it throws open to the geologist Of the vast 

nortiot. TT d lj "" l0rte " tS ° f •*« » ‘h« rLcnthal, the greater 
lord nntm 3 C3re0us vanou s hinds of marble, granite, porphyry, serpentine, 
have let 1 C ’ Ja ‘ per ’ am )gdahte, or tanohtc , but of the latter no uniform masses 
the wi LT TT m ““ S " m AI P S T1 » £° U “O' 1 brought down liy 
friction of Cert ° mnle ’ prococds probably, from the violent end continual 
The mhabitn T ”r °T 3 * ’ 6 1,1:1 tilc ohannel dunng the summer torrents 

Icl^ToyT “ TT - -<r su ' sLd r ° r ” a -* “ d 

school, and consc.ent.om pLtors 5 ' m t,lc “<ahhsl.n.ent of excellent 

llio mountains of the Mtl | nn , 

cvpen.es of nothing them arc so . T T"* ° f mCl “'’ h“< <h° 

mines in the old Dioicsc of Basic L ' T l '" ° r 11,15 aon 

this canton consists cl, icily .s' * " t bl “ rm ‘ 1 * usc<! 11,15 commerce of 

cheese, ni.h a eonsidciablc .Tuann.v oT mT ^ W * ?“* “ 4 

s.lle.s The commerce of ‘"'hemvimer. made in the pastoral 

The import, consist of nine sal, manoC.cnir'l ’T ° CCU P IC5 ma '" lla5 >'b 
'""‘“' wtured goods, and colonial scare. In 
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respect to home manufactures, this canton cannot be compared with several 
others which enjoy fewer advantages by nature 

The Protestant religion is the form established bylaw All the bourgeon of the 
canton are alike eligible to offices of trust m the state , and every male between 
the ages of sixteen and fifty is liable to military <cmce Two aroyers preside 
alternately, and during one jear, at the great and leaser council The first of 
these assemblies meets regularly twice a year, end also on the first Mondav of 
every month, or as often as state affairs may require No motion can be earned 
into effect till after its sanction by the lesser council, which is charged with the 
ordmary business of the republic The business of the state is divided into 
five distinct departments — a pnvy council, for the direction of the federal and 
diplomatic a flair s, and the maintenance of public sccunty at home and abroad 
— councils of finance — of justice and police — of ecclesiastical affairs and educa 
tion — and a council of war Every parish has a " tribunal d expedition," the 
president of which, m quality of Stadthalter, is the first public functionary m 
the pansb In addition to the above, the reformed parishes have whgt is 
called a " matrimonial tribunal,” for the decision of domestic questions in the 
mutual relations of husband and wife, and parents and children 

In 1795, the established clergy, comprising ecclesiastical professors and candi 
dates for the holy ministry, amounted to five hundred and sixty individuals. The 
best church brings yielded about three hundred louis-d or, and the others fifty 
or sixtv per annum At present, the canton is divided into one hundred and 
seventy -six Protestant parishes, and fourteen chaplaincies, distributed into the nr 
classes of Burcn, Burgdorf, Langcnthal, Thun, Jtidau, and Bienne The Caiho* 
he portion of the inhabitants, chiefly of the old bishopric of Basle, are subject 
to that see • In 1795, the public revenue amounted to one million five hundred 
thousand Swiss hvres It is worth mention that savings- banks have become 
very general throughout the canton The population m 1S2S, was three 
hundred and fifty thousand. The list military contingent was fixed at fvc 
thousand eight hundred and twenty four in men, and ninety -one thousand six 
hundred and ninety four Swiss hvres in money 

• Tit Him of B <n, ttlclrttfj 0* Jut. rt c/ tie Rr'orrat wm * h rv*' io Mr *’’ 

*n» « track <*, «*>* cori, «t , »>*f . fret tooeoar*. from ,3 tl« *Y* "*** 

lit Mt of the mod Ur (mi Of rrer Wt-nm*c4 la 5* mtiat V « ,,n T 4 ' 1 i ' <m 
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LUCERN AND UNTERWALDEN 


II gli o et Unterwaldei « vale where tl e forest froi ts the morn — 

AVI encc tl c boundless eye may sail o er a sea of mountains borne 
IYom ll e dead our *p r ts rose — to the dead tl ey soon returned 
Br ght on id eternal close Unterwaldens glory burned I — Tames jrt>"»TaoitE«r 


The Valley of Entlibuth, through which we approach the ancient capital of 
Lucero, is composed of several lateral branches, and inhabited by a race of 
people distinct m many respects from their neighbours, but remarkable for 
their fino stature, natural vivacity, and love of independence They are fond 
of music and the dance, and famous in those gymnastic exercises to which "0 
lately adverted On the first Monday m Lent, the village minstrels sing or recite 
a variety of ballads, into which every amusing or ludicrous event of the preceding 
)car is grotesquely introduced The custom is very ancient, and is no bad 
vehicle of morality as well as mirth These rural baTds are the satirists ns well 
os eulogists of the valleys, and resemble in tlie excrciso of their function 
tlio early founders of ancient comedy, who, while exciting the laughter of their 
audience, convened an important lesson 

The village of Schupfhcim is celebrated for its Capuclun monaster} and church 
on the height the latter is nearly new, and on an extensive scale *An ancient 
tower contains the archives of the country Entlibuch, at tbo junction of the 
Entlc and the Emme, wuli its elegant temple, ofllrs abundant proofs or 
industrious habits, rigid economy, and all those comforts to which their primitive 
notions ntUcli any real value In o meadow near tho village, on the first 
Sundft} of autumn, a great gymnastic fUc is celebrated in honour of the patron 
saint 


In Entlibuch, .even day, „ t0 dnoted t| ,„ c tmU „ r „„„gtl,— 

cell Juj in It'' (troimd, other the vnllc, or oil the surrounding heights 
lo these g“" ,cs all the neighbouring population is united, including Unttrwnld, 
Hush, »'“> ,I|C 1 nunnlhsl A croud el spectators, such as see have alrrnly 
described, encircle the arena, an 1 evince the most lived} interest in the struggle 
lie laws, of immemorial enactment, are religiously observed, and lie who 
ectnci off victorious, is ever after hrd 1 in tl c highest honour among Iuj country* 
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men The most remarkable of these champions, was John. Vogel of Hash, 
sumamed the “ Invincible He earned off the palm in his eighteenth year, 
and never, dunng the space of thirty years, found either his master or his equal 
At the end of this long career, he reposed upon his laurels, and left the mg 
and its glory to younger men 

As we advance, the scene softens, expands, and presents an infinity of rich 
and vanegated landscape — V estiges of feudal sway, crowned by the monuments 
of freedom — a fertile land, a healthy population, and the pleasing indications of 
extending trade and increasing prosperity, meet us at every turn 

History affords us little insight as to the antiquity of I ucern Its ongin is 
still a subject of conjecture among the learned, although generally admitted 
to owe its name to the Latin synonyme of Lucema — a sort of Pharos by which, 
in remote times, the boatmen on the late were enabled to direct their course 
About the end of the seventh century, a chief of the country, named AVickhard, 
founded a content on the neighbouring height, around which a town gradually 
sprang up, and, from the local circumstance above stated, took the name of 
Luccm The convent and town were afterwards presented by Pepin !e Bref to 
the abbots of Murbach, in Alsace, by whom they were sold at the end of the 
thirteenth century to the house of Hnpsburg, already conspicuous m the political 
horizon of the country In the early part of the next century, however, the 
ngours of Austrian domination became so insupportable, that the inhabitants 
of Lucem, by entering into a political compact with the three first cantons 
laid the foundation of that independence, which, after long wars and much 
waste of life, was happily secured to their posterity But scarcely had they 
tasted the first fruits of their new liberty, when a conspiracy, known in historj 
as the word nachl, or murder night, threatened once more to met their chains 
and reinstate the discarded chief 

The principal families in the town, while professing an outward Joi c of freedom, 
were secretly laying plans for its destruction When these had arrived at full 
maturity, they fixed a night for the final execution of their murderous design, 
in which all the influential friends of liberty were to have been cut off Provi- 
dence, however, prepared a different result, by which the dagger of the assjssins 
Was turned against their own breast As the appointed night closed in, the 
leaders of the plot, having secretly armed issued from their different homes 
and assembled m a cave near the margin of the lake, and under the club-room 
frequented by the incorporated trade of tailors Here the apparent security 
of the place rendering them less cautious in concerting the first steps of t! eir 
proceeding, they were overheard by a boj, wbo happened to be pasui g Iv at 
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the time, and stopped to listen The lad was soon detected, and would have been 
instantly put to death, had not the alternative offered of making him solemnly 
swear never to reveal to mortal ear what he had there seen or heard 

The 5 outh, thus dismissed, hut alarmed at the mysterious aspect of these 
men — the arms wluch they wore, and the words that escaped them — entered 
a room belonging to the fraternity of butchers, where several of the townsmen 
were still drinking and playing He hesitated for some time, till, recollecting 
that the oath b} which he was hound was, that he should never reveal what he 
had seen or heard to “ mortal ear/ he turned himself round, and addressing 
the stove in the Toom, detailed every circumstance of what he had seen and 
heard Horror struck at the recital, the facts were instantly communicated 
bj those present to their companions, and rushing with an armed force to the 
spot, they seized the conspirators, invoked the help of Unterwalden, and at 
length excluding the higher aristocracy from ever} share in the councils, cupelled 
them from the city they had former]} governed 

The victory of Sempacli, to which the Lucerners contributed so effectually 
m 1386, gave stability to their independence In thirty }cars more they took 
entire possession of the territory which now forms the canton, and in 1479, 
bought up all the feudal rights which the canons of St Leger — the coni ent 
alread} mentioned— had previously exercised over the citizens From that period 
the government passed, by slow degrees, into the hands of a few patncian 
families, and the rural districts, with their inhabitants, became subject to the 
town This oligarchy, against which the citizens revolted in 1761, continued 
m force till the close of the eighteenth century 

On the thirty first of January, 1793, before any other of the confederate 
states had adopted a similar step, the government of Luccm made the volun- 
taiy proposition to establish a new constitution based on the equalitv of 
pol, lical rights. Very shortly alter the,, Luccm accepted tire nerv consti- 
tution rawn up liy the Trench republic, and forced upon the united cantons 
On tire thirtieth or Apnl, the territory tras entered hy the military force of 
ie sma cantons, and the following day a detachment of Trench troops took 
possession o t ic town, which was laid under heavy contributions, and compelled 
to defray all the expenses of the war 

" t" £ r^'T towrr, of Dm, Ml A* O.ll c -hmvU ., rokf , 

To (he Lie of U r Unit, >11 » u Vmi tul lo lh. yoW - 

hi September of the same year, Lucero became the scat of the new Helvetic 
government, ly which great expenses were incurred l wlC e, at a later period 






towx vnd covscn, or llcern 


IOD 


of that eventful cn<is, Lucem was inundated with French troop*, and formed 
one of the central points where the civil war raged with such violence in 1802, 
and occasioned so many unheard of sacrifices At length, w 1815, Lucern, 
like the rest of the Confederacy reaped the benefit of the great political 
changes at that period achieved, and returned without agitation to its former 
condition 

The sovereign power resides in a Daflj Council of thirty «cc members, and 
in another of sixty four, with an at oyer at their head, who are elected for life , 
and the government, composed of these two councils, is styled, “ Th** -Vvover 
and Council-of-Hundred of the town and republic of Lucem " The Conner! 
of Hundred meets regularly three times a year, or oftener, as the Daily Council 
may require The established religion is the Catholic, subject m ecclesiastical 
matters to the see of Basle and Soleure The monastic establishments are 
numerous, that of St Urban was founded in IMS The knights of Malta have 
a chapter at Hohenreui, and at Keiden, and iatterlj the Protestants have 
been allowed a church and pastor in the town, which is the residence of the 
Popes nuncio It is worth notice that, m the convent of Beronunob, near 
Liltem, Elias de Laufien established a printing press in 1470, the first 
known in Switzerland Here Ulnc Genng, attached to the convent, learned 
the mysterious art, and afterward* proceeded to Pam, where he exercised his 
talent from 1472 to 1510 For a long time he made a secret of his art the 
first books printed m France issued from his press 

The town of Lucem, built nhere the impetuous Reuss issues from the laky 
is highly picturesque, and contains several remarkable edifices — among which may 
be mentioned the ancient Town house, the Cathedral, the Church of the Jesuits, 
the Arsenal, Theatre, Lyceum, and the great Hospital The cathedral boasts 
a very precious horde of relics , and besides several paintings hr good masters, 
has a splendid organ containing little short of three thousand pipe* some of 
them thirty-seven feet high But the three bridges, built for the convenience of 
pedestrians, are, perhaps the greatest curiosities to a stranger The Hof bmcke, 
thirteen hundred and eighty feet in length, is considered the mo*! striking in 
Switzerland, as to extent and appearance, and u covered with illustrations of 
sacred history Another comprises all the important events from the first 
down of liberty downwards, faithfully represented in oil-colours, and tendu g 
to keep alive among the youth a knowledge of their heroic annals, and a spint 
of independence A third bridge is embellished with pictures from Holbein’* 
Dancc-of Death , and a fourth, apparently of great antiquity and uncovered 
Near the centre of the second bridge, consecrated to the exploits of native 

VOL. •• ” 
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history, is an ancient toner, called the Wasscr-tliurm, and, like that at Zunch, 
used formerly perhaps as a prison. 

The town is surrounded by charming walks, which command every larict) 
of alpine landscape, while the lake, expanding before it like a mirror, is an 
object of which the eye is never wear) . Boats on the margin, m the ofiing, and 
just in sight — each with its merchandize or party of pleasure — give beauty and 
animation to its glassy surface, where, like the '* swans in St Mary’s lake," each 
boat floats double— boat and shadow The Reu's os it quits the lake, at torrent- 
speed and in great volume, shows its waters of a bright limpid green All the 
nvers where they empty themselves into the Swiss lakes — more particularly the 
Rhone and the Rhine — are less or more discoloured, while the lakes tlierasches 
are perfectly transparent. The Rhone, on leaving the lake of Geneva, is of a 
deep blue tint— the Rhine, as it quits the lake of Constance, of a deeper green 
— while the Aar and the Lirnmat, as they issue from the lakes of Thun and 
Zunch, are nearly colourless 

The market of Lucent is one of the largest m Switzerland, ns it is meant to 
supply the pastoral cantons of Un and Unterwalden with wheat, rye, barlej, 
and oats, which are readily bought up and transported in boats across the lake 
to Fluelen The canton, however, does little more than raise corn sufficient 
for home consumption, but it is amply supplied from the granaries of Argau 
The fruit and vegetable markets are various and abundant, and from the female 
peasantry who attend this department, the stranger will have the best oppor- 
tunity of estimating the native beauty and picturesque costume for which they 
are celebrated 


Among the more frequented places of resort in the immediate neighbourhood, 
is the garden of General PfyfTer, containing the fine monument erected to the 
memory of the Swiss guards, who fell in defence of the Tuillenes, on the JOth 
of August, 1 It is hewn out of a solid rock, and represents a dying lion, 
the arrow still in the wound, and seeming, even m the agonies of death, to pro- 
tect the emblem of France— the insulted Jleur de hs The design was furnished 
■nc rr ° nVa ., *' en ’ s hghtly improved from another recommended by the veteran 
Pfjffer, and sent to Rome for bis approval 1Vhen the model returned to 
Switzerland, the execution mm, entrusted M Alorn of Constance, mho 
finished it in eighteen months, and received fifty thousand francs — two thousand 
pounds sterling— -for hu, labour The lion „ tm.nty-e, ght feet in length, by 
eighteen in height, and as a colossal moth of art, does honour ,o the sculptor 
Omitting venous other oh,e«s for the present, me proceed m„h a sort ol 
heroic impulse on a pilgrimage to the field of Semp.eh '-a name mind, the 
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time, having concentrated Ins forces and teceiv ed into his sernce many di'tin 
guished knights and auxiliaries, directed his march upon Sempach 11 X will 
first,” said he, “ chastise those rebelhous citizens w itli a rod of iron, and th**n 
carry my arms into Lucem ” 


When he came within view of Sempach, however, the standards of the Con- 
federates were already planted on the heights, and their defenders read} for the 
charge This was an unexpected sight, hut, goaded on by revenge and his 
natural impetuosity, Leopold determined to make the attack forthwith As 
the infantry had not yet come up, and apprehensive lest his cavalry, from the 
nature of the ground, should he thrown into confusion, lie ordered his horsemen 
to dismount to the number of several thousands This done, he formed them 
into dense columns, whose serried spears and polished mail presented a wall 
of iron, and commanded them to charge the Confederates An electric shout 
responded to the word, and an easy victory seemed to await them, hut the 
exulting shouts of the nobles were gravely checked by the baron Hasscnburg, 
who better knew the men with whom they had to contend “ Pnde," said he, 
" here avail us nothing — it will be time enough to proclaim the victory when 
it is won A strong arm is better than strong language " “ But here,’ added 
Leopold impassionately, ** here wall I conquer or die*’ And with these words, 
they made an impetuous charge upon the Confederates, who received the shock 
on their impenetrable phalanx without receding a step 

Their entire force did not exceed one thousand four hundred men, and tl c»c 
very indifferently armed in comparison of the steel clad veterans to whom they 


were opposed. The combat was maintained for some time with desperate courage, 
they fill one by one, not unavenged— but still with fearful havoc on the part 
of the half armed Swiss, upon whom the heavy mass of their opponents pressed 
with deadly effect They were discouraged Already some font symptoms of 
wavering were manifested, when a voice like thunder restored them to counge, 
nn once more stemmed the tide tint was now setting so strongly in upon 
, r ° l >Cr * kinsmen— confederates' exclaimed the voice— *' be nunc 
t c task to open for you a passvge to freedom’ Protect my wife nml children, 
an ram TTiv i'aanni a earn llutjmir only path to plot, is through the cncms s 
front! A. ho uttered those ho rushed f„„„rd, and ,a,»; ft h,« 

I»m or u arms a s ioa of tho spoors directed against him, entangled them in his 
ossn bod,, and expired ss.th them hts p-rasp B, ,1 „ heroic .sendee a 
temporary pap ssa, f srmed , tha Confederate,, rushing the dead bosly of 

.hr r comrade to the breach brnhe the tnem,-. rde. and mth .her tron club, 
and maces earned havoc and consternation into the icr> centre 
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The heroic individual who thus, like a second Dccius, “ devoted" himself 
to his country, and, b) one of the most extraordinary exploits on record, snatch-d 
the victory from an overwhelming force, was Arnold von "ft inLelned, a knight 
of Unterwalden 


Ee ta nr he cried, tbe glonoia deed ' 
Erarc tinsmcn follow Of! 

V hen In the deadly gap I bleed, 
rmi on — pres* nobly on t cor beed 
The mingled form of W irtelned — 

Oar f hi iren tkaO U Jit* l 


For a time tbe enemy maintained their ground with the courage of despe- 
ration, but the « wolves were in the fold,’ and that brilliant armour which 
shone so proudly in the sun, and in tbe distance proclaimed its wearer invul- 
nerable, was now rather an incumbrance than a defence The intense heat of 
July, the more intense fury of battle, and tbe redoubled blows of the Confe- 
derates, now insp red by victory, covered the ground with noble victims The 
spears and lances of the dismounted cavaliers were ill matched with the brawny 
arms and iron clubs of tbe Swiss Their bruised helmets, gaping mail, 
and shivered spears, gave fearful testimony to the fierceness of the combat. 
Already five hundred knights, who but that morning had buckled on their 
burnished harness, exulting m the thoughts of triumph, by bleeding at the feet 
of those peasants they had so despised A thousand more dyed their plumes m 
blood Panic at length united in rendering the prowess of the Swiso, comp e 
Leopold, as he strove to rally his d^comfited squadron, thought of his father 
and the field of Morgarten The shades of his ancestors rose before his eyes, 
and «eemed to upbraid him with the davs disaster. “ Avenge us they CTied, 
and Leopold rusVd with frantic courage into the thickest of the ntlee Thnce 
the banner of Austria waved m tbe van, and thnce it was rolled m blood. 
The nobles who devoted their lives to the duke, dropt one by one from 
side Still the distinctive plume of Austria proclaimed the presence of their 
chief, but this day the peacock* was to bow its proud crest to the AJpme 


• Afar tht, battle no one weald venture .bias* -id. the peaeoct > To ruth 

date* j nor could the peep e throughout the Confederacy cn “** CTcn . . , _ WI3 ln * gt of fraoac 

a height was this .nrfpath, earned that, according to ^ g,^ presented 

patnonim to dash his dnni ng cup in pieces because the re outoe-de-paot. " I* 

Z bruhant colour, ,een » the peacock. tai-“ P-bku, «n Le «t ran. 

Suuse qtn tenait le retre— comme (Til cut Hi rttaph de po ^ m qtfd ^abstieo- 

respect pour tme Lqoeor respectable i toot Su tin ^ cb , it wm h,*tle —A*. Belt. 

drait plotJt de boire du tin le rest* de te, ;oarv, que d avoir toustaj 
G G 
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vulture. One of the last staunch survivors of liis ill-fated staff, well aware that 
the fate of the day was sealed, implored his sovereign to embrace the only 
alternative left, and to fly. “Never!" exclaimed Leopold — “never will I 
survive the gallant friends who have this day shed their blood for me !" Scarcely 
were the words uttered, when the heroic Leopold, struck down hy a club of Uri, 
sealed the resolution with his blood. The rout was now complete, and the 
Austrians, weighed down with their cumbrous armour, fled towards their horses. 
But it was too late — the valets, in whoso charge the horses had been left, 
observing the rush of retreat, had mounted, and, making the best of their way 
from the field, left their masters to the fury of their pursuers. But whether 
this was a preconcerted scheme on the part of Leopold to inspire a more deter- 
mined hardihood hy rendering flight hopeless — or whether it was the spontaneous 
impulse of those in attendance, is not known. The consequences were the same. 
Hundreds of the counts, barons, and knights of Swabia, Aargau, and the Tyrol, 
with a host of retainers perished in the retreat. The standard of ScbafFliausen, 
though defended with their last breath by a chosen band of nobles and citizens, 
added to the trophies of the day. The standard-bearer of Lenzberg, Werner of 
Lo, and the chief magistrates of Aargau and Zofingen, with their intrepid 
followers, were left dead on the field. The latter, the avoyer of Zofingen, 
seeing his doom was fixed, in an agony of despair tore the city banner into 
shreds, so that no hostile hand might ever wave it as a trophy. This resolution 
seemed even to survive tbe stroke of death ; for when animation had fled, and 
his hand could no longer perform its office, the staff of tbe banner was found 
firmly clenched between his teeth. The citizens of Mellingen and Bremgarten 
combated with the same desperate but fruitless valour ; for, like a torrent 
suddenly bursting from their native rocks, the strength of the Confederates 
overpowered all resistance, and, although but as one to ten,* the shout that 
proved them invincible proclaimed them free. 

Such was the battle of Sempacli, which the unparalleled devotion of 
Winkclned converted from a doubtful struggle into a complete triumph. - } - 


• The Austrian force is stated at fourteen thousand— that of the Confederates, at a tenth of that 
•mount — Set 7sc«okke, and the German historians. 

» The character of Leopold lias been painted by more than one historian under revolting colours— the 
apparent injustice or which gives additional relief to his virtues He was distinguished, according to others, 
as the prua homm, of his contemporaries, and with a love of justice, possessed a high sense of honour, and a 
good and generous heart Brought up to the camp, he had the frank valour or a soldier , but as a general, he 
was without experience ; and for military talent, had only a fearless and intrepid spirit He was earned 
away by the representations of the nobtea , and m making war upon the Swiss, yielded rather to the soil-. 

° r , "f* lhnn ,1,e •ngttestions of his own tmnd. Hu body was privstely removed from 

die field, and buried in the monastery of homgsfetden, already described. • 
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In the arsenal of Lucern, the third and uppermost apartment contains the 
memorials of the battle of Sempach, among which are the chain armour, or 
shirt of mail, worn by Leopold — the iron collars, lined with spikes, with which 
it is said he intended to have tortured the avoyer Gundeldingen, who fell m 
the «ame conflict — and the banner which he carried on that day, still bearing 
upon it the ensanguined marks of his blood But of "VI mkelned no relic has 
descended to posterity — 

■* Jle of battle martyrs eb ef 
W ho to recall his daunted peers. 

Tor victory shaped an open space 
By gathering vr th a wide embrace 
Sato bis j ogle heart a sheaf 
* Of fatal Austrian spears t 

A few jears ago, a melancholy and mysterious event, in immediate reference 
to the person of its first magistrate, threw a deep gloom over Lucem The 
nioyer of the canton, M Keller, while passing the month of June at his 
country seat, went one morning to visit a friend in lus neighbourhood On 
lus return home in the evening, the weather became storrnj, and a good deal 
of ram fell M Keller was on foot, accompanied by lus two daughters, who 
being apprehensive of 'the consequences upon lus delicate state of health, at 
their earnest solicitation he quickened lus pace in order to. gain shelter The 
distance was not great, and the joung ladies followed him with the pleasing 
conviction that he would speedily reach home "When the} arrived, however, 
and inquired if their father had changed lus dress, they were thrown into the 
greatest alarm on being told by the servants that he had not been seen I The 
most distressing apprehensions were instantly awakened , diligent search 
was made along the road, but the night passed away without eliciting any 
thing to soothe the ozonized state of mind under which the) laboured The 
messengers returned, but with no information that could relieve the suspense 
of the unhapp) famil) The path* was bordered by precipices, and it was 
conjectured Uiat he might there hare made a fatal step, for in Switzerland, 
ns the reader is aware, these mountain roads are often obliterated by sudden 
torrents , hut of this, in the present instance. Ins daughters who followed lum 
observed no particular danger The search was renewed, and the mclanehol) 
conjecture was too soon realised , for, on exploring this wild localit) , the body 
of the avoyer was found, lacerated and disfigured, in the bottom of a chasm 
and when taken out, presented an appearance which, in the mind* of *oxae 
present, excited a persuasion that the worthy magistrate had been way laid 
and assassinated 
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It appears that, a short time previous to this event, a band of robbers had 
been captured in the environs of Zurich, the chief of whom was a female, 
named Clara Wendel, well known in Luccrn, and the terror of its rural popu- 
lation. Tlus abandoned female charged two magistrates of Luccrn with having 
engaged herself and her troop to assassinate M. Keller. The individuals thus 
accused were men of the highest reputation — both upwards of sixty, and 
fathers of families. They were immediately apprehended on the charge, and 
transferred to the prison of Zurich, to he there confronted with their accusers. 
The brigands, though supporting for a time the charge by numerous circum- 
stances that gave it an air of probability, prevaricated so much at last that the 
accused were allowed to return home, there to remain under private arrest 
till the trial was concluded. ‘A long period of restraint and seclusion elapsfed 
before this could be effected ; hut at length, on the 2d of September, 1S2G, 
they were fully acquitted of every part of the charge, and restored to their 
families, but without any compensation whatever for the sacrifice they bad 
made. Clara Wen del confessed that the whole charge, was got up by herself 
and band without the slightest foundation 5 but nothing could induce her to 
reveal the names of those at whose instigation she had lent herself to the plot. 
She was sentenced to pay the costs of the proceeding, •which were enormous, 
hut such, nevertheless, as the fruit9 of former robberies enabled her to defray 
without inconvenience.* 

The mountains entitled to especial notice in this neighbourhood are the 
Itighi, belonging to Schwyz, and the Pilatus. The first of these is justly 
celebrated ; and to contemplate the splendid panorama which the Rigbi-culm 
or summit commands, is an object of never-failing ambition with all who visit 
Lucern or the banks of its lake. The four points from which the ascent may 
be accomplished, arc from Goldau, Art, Weggis.f and Kusnacht— but of 
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these the first presents the greatest facility, and the most agreeable objects 
\fter a walk, of three hours, we reach a small valley, with a chapel dedicated to 
our Lad} -of the Snow, where several resident capuchins perform religious cere 
monies, which are the means of attracting a continued concourse of pilgrims during 
the fine «eason In 1719, it was found necessary to enlarge this chapel, <o as to 
keep it id proportion with the increasing sanctity Here, on the Sth of Sep 
tember, the birth-daj of the Virgin is celebrated with all po*«ible ceremony, 
at wh.ch a vast concourse from the neighbouring village*, and often from a great 
distance, appear in hohda} costume "When the i\ eather is propitious, the scene 
is one of the most imposing to be met with in any part of Switzerland On 
the 22d of July and 10th of August — the fetes, respcctivel} , of Ste Magdalene 
and St Lawrence — festivals are celebrated in their honour by the «hephcrds at 
which rural dances and gymnastic games form the great attractions of the day 

Pram the chapel to the summit of the mountain, the distance mav be cvsifr 
accomplished in an hour The most auspicious moment for enjo} mg the view 
m perfection, is about half an hour before sunrise, when the morning vapours 
ha\e not jet risen to obscure tht magnificent picture which hero develops 
itself m many wondrous combinations — 

lake* nvtrt, bn, drawn *atr»— tuw»«, I am Uti tower*. 

From Gotliard a glacier aaowt lo Swab a * bwwrrr. 

Thirteen lake®, at various distances, nre s^en spirkbng in the circumference 
On die north, the view extends into the verv centre of Swabia, presenting a 
nchlj coloured relief, over winch the eye of the spectator roves m sihnt rapture, 
as the eagle — 1 ovenng in midway air, or from lus acne in some isolated pinnacle 
of the Alps — looks down upon the states and kingdoms scattered at his fret * 
The sound of sheep-bells from the pastures, mingling with others that with a 
deeper and more distant chime, cal! the villagers to matins — the amohe of the 
first fires curling in light blue wreaths above thur sheltering woods— t! e lovnn^, 
of herds, rnsluDg to their monuig pasture— the mountain peaks, varying in 
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tint and distinctness as the light oversteps their summits — the glaciers, gradually 
changing their snowy glare into a purple and then a rosy glow — spires and 
pinnacles catching the first ray of light, and assuming their wonted station of 
landmarks in the scene — sails, half in shade and half in sunshine, skimming the 
lakes with their rural produce and population — the alpine horn, pealing its 
signals from the pastoral bergs around — the pilgrim troop, with solemn chaunt and 
motley costume, bringing their donations to the confessional of 11 Our Lady — 
the screams of the vulture in pursuit of his prey, and many other “ sights and 
sounds which it would he tedious to enumerate, strike the eye and imagination 
of a stranger so forcibly, that he feels for a time as if transported into the 
mysteries of a new world 

lowards the south, the view assumes an indescribable sublimity The summit 
of the snowy alps of Unterwald, Un, Glaris, and the Gnsons, present themselves 
in gigantic detail , and in the foreground of the picture, Mount Pilate, with its 
fabled lal e and mj sterious cloud, recalls the legend of superstition On this 
side of the Right the climate is abundantly marked by its products, the fig» 
the almond, and chestnut, thrive along the shore of the lake , rare alpine plants 
afford a nch harvest to the botanist among the acclivities , while the geologist 
observes at ever} few steps some interesting materials for study The Right 
is composed of alternate la}crs of clay and conglomerate, calcareous stone being 
only observed on the south west flank, hut to this department we have already 
briefly adverted in our account of the destruction of Goldau ♦ On the side 
overhanging the lake of Zug is a tremendous precipice, upw ords of four thou- 
sand feet perpendicular, where, a few years since, a melancholy catastrophe 
took place, which the guides never fail to narrate with every appalling circum 
stnnce from this verge, indeed 
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lount Tilato-J- Mons Pilcatus — so called from the fact of its summits being 
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till about the close of the sixteenth century that this superstition lost 
ground, in consequence of an experiment made by a number of individuals who 
took upon them to exorcise the spirit of the lake. For this purpose they 
ascended in a body, performed several cautionary ceremonies on its brink, and 
being well armed with proof-charms against all enchantments, grew at last so 
bold as to hurl entire masses of stone into the water, and even with still greater 
hardihood to swim across it, without the least expression of resentment from 
the spirit of Pontius Pilate l Trom this time the storms on the Brundeln-Alp 
have been assigned to more natural causes. 

Besides a very extraordinary echo, with which the shepherds are familiar, 
this alp contains two remarkable caiems. The first of these, the Mondmilch- 
loch, or grotto of the moon, is of easy access, and in the entrance dirides into 
two branches. A stream of water at the lowest temperature issues from it with 
a peculiar sound, not unlike that produced by water when rapidly propelled 
through a metallic tube. It contains a great quantity of mineral agaric, or 
marly eartb, known in the country as Mondmilch, or moon-milk; and hence 
the name of the grotto. The other ca\em, long known as the grotto of 
St. Dominic, is situated in the upper part of a vertical wall of rock, rising 
above tlie .adjoining pasture to tbe height of twelve hundred feet. The only 
means of exploring this mysterious reoess, is to secure the adventurer by stroDg 
ropes, and lower him from the top to a depth of three hundred feet, a method 
attended with such imminent danger as to have long deterred the boldest 
hunters from risking the experiment. At tbe entrance of this aerial mansion, 
is the appearance of a statue resting on a table, and by the learned of former 
days, supposed to be the work of the Romans, or of some magic chisel. This 
illusion, however, bke the legend already described, has been dissipated by a 
recent adventurer,* and divested of all its poetical associations— 

Tobbcil of their tpell, by one adventurous arm. 

The taint and cave have lost their mystic charm— 

The Inquisitor become* a shapeless block. 

And lu» dread cave a rude uncluicDcd rock 1 


* In 1811. after an individual, named Uubert v. hnem, had lost his l.r e , n mokmg the experiment, tt 
chamois-hunter, named Ignatius Matt, succeeded in the perilous undertaking. Its depth, according to 
Matt. 1* one hundred and twenty feet, and ninety In height, by twenty-eight In breadth. It is compiled of 
limestone with no stalactite* but a small dripping gallery, from which an exceedingly limpid water Is con- 
tinually distilled. The floor is covered wiih sand and spar Two detached blocks of stone project slightly 
from the entrance — the first about eight feet high, and having the appearance of a statue with Its elbows 
on ll e second block, which resemble* a table. Hence the name of Si DmmiJi Cave.— Ihidefgtr, 
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Crossing the lake from Winkel to the village of Stanzstadt* we continue in the 
same route to Stantz — the capital of this division of Untenvald— wluch will offer 
sufficient inducement to the tounst for a few hours' halt It had a fearful 
role assigned to it in the sanguinary conflict of the late revolution. The town 
is charmingly situated in a beautiful pastoral valley, and with an air of tranquil 
lity and seclusion which makes an impression upon the most indifferent observer 
Among the chief objects of interest in the town is the statue of 'NYinhelned, 
whose ancient habitation, in an adjoining meadow, is still venerated in memory 
of its heroic master, and now belongs to the Trachsler family The next object 
that speaks of the olden time is the Town house, m wluch, as we have already 
described,! the holy Nicholas von der Flue so happily appeased the dissensions 
of lus countrymen A painting, by ‘Wolmar, represents the hermit taking 
leave of his wife and famdy, in order to devote lus future days to religious 
abstinence and retirement in one of his native wilds, from which he afterwards 
emerged, like an especial messenger sent by heaven, to spare the effusion 
of human blood 

Stantz still retains some melancholy traces of the revolutionary fury which, 
in 1798, more particularly manifested itself in the smaller cantons In Sep- 
tember of that year, the army under Scbauenberg, in order to crush resistance 
and enforce obedience at the point of the bayonet, tnraded this teratoiy at 
three different quartets of attach, and earned fire and sttord lDto its very centre 
The men of Untentald opposed the invaders tnth a patriotic deration worthy 
of the descendants of Winhelncd But then desperate resistance, unshtmbnB 
fortitude, and unconquetuble antipathy to the Gallic name-an antipathy to 
which the suggestions of their pnests gore a tenfold force, could not long 
withstand the superior tactics and oycrwhelnung numbers of the enemy Mm, 
.aid they, “ with their Hood did our forefathers win that jewel of independence. 


and with ours only will we lose it 1 " 

The horrors to which this frantic bravery gave nse, are of the most gic 
description Kerenge and fanatical, which for a time would Mtopm 
nor accept quarter, furnished scenes of mutual extermmatto. and cruelty rfor 
winch ,t woHd he Moult to find any parallel in Hatty “ d * 

daughters, old men and eluldren-.il combined for the defence of t-*-* 
and of these the happiest were they * ^t^SI were 

bloody hands at the hearth— the priest 
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given to the flames — and hut for the generous efforts of certain French officers 
not a house would have been left standing. 

11 1 irrcc amid die loud alinns, shouting in the foremost fray, 

Children raised their little arms in their country’s evil day t 

On their country's dying bed, wives and husbands poured their breath , 

Many a youth and maiden bled — married at thine altar, Death ' 

On that grim and ghastly plain, Untcrwaldcn’s heart strings broke, 

When site saw her heroes slam and her rocks receive the yoke. — 

Now the glen that gave them birth, hides their ashes in us womb — 

O *Us venerable earth 1 — Freedom s cradle — Freedom s tomb ! '• 


From Stantz to Sarnen the scenery may he considered rather tame than 
sinking — tame m comparison with what we have already described. Sarnen, 
the capital of the upper, as Stantz is of the lower, district of the canton, 
is delightfully situated at the northern extremity of the lake, the banks of 
which are gracefully interspersed with hamlets, cottages, and villas The town 
is well built, and on the hill immediately above are seen the ruins of the castle 
of Landenberg, taken by stratagem in ISOS, as desenbed in the present work 'f 
It is now converted to an arsenal, and serves also as a place for assembbng the 
landsgememde, or cantonal “ parliament ” The view over the valley is exceed - 
ingly interesting from this point Like Stantz, the town of Sarnen contains 
three large monastic establishments. The public buildings display considerable 
elegance, the parish church is handsome, and the town-house contains a nume- 
rous list of historical portraits — 

" Of men who in tbeir country's sacred cause 
Built freedom s bulwarks and upheld her Tins ’ 

After quitting Sarnen, we advance through a succession of magnificent forest 
scenery, till sve reach the first stage of the Brumg— with Mount Pihte 111 the 
rear tvjen suddenly the delicious lahe of LungcmJ is seen expanding its 
glittenng utters at our feet Tin, „ „ no „f m0!t exquisite spots in 
Switzerland a complete fairy scene , so deep its seclusion— so perfectly lieau- 
tiful Its character— and on three sides embojed by richly wooded mountains 
or rather mountain summits, for one of its remarkable features „, that ,t is 
situated on the mounts, n-at an clesation or two thousand three hundred and 
twenty fect-uath woody promontories jutting forward into ,ta tranquil surf ice 

• « The VI »r defer* in Sulttcrtand, by J*utt Mostc-oviki 
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In the distance, the snowy pinnacles of the SchrecU, the Well, and Wetter Homs 
the giant pinnacles of the Oberland — are seen glowing like gold m the 
evening sun, and, os twilight advances— 

Far up yon nigged lip ihe forest beam— 

Finned by the breilh, an J fl ctenng in tbe beam 
Of Many *1, e» — i « tdernesi of leases j 
TI rou^h w h eb at interrals the glac er stream 
Leapt forth n titer I 

A\hcn seen to advantage — such as it now appears from the point selected 
by Mr Bartlett— tins lake forms a picture '* rarely to be matched in beauty, 
and scarcely to be surpassed in subbmity It is m speaking of such scenes 
as this that “ the language of enthusiasm is the language of truth The village 
of Lungcm, the last of the canton, contains a good inn, with an air of great 
order and cleanliness The houses arc faced with small pieces of wood painted 
to resemble the scales of fish The canal, excavated for the partial drainage of 
the lake, is about two hundred and twelve fathoms long, and hollowed out of 
the calcareous rock 

A boundary stone on the summit of the Brunig marks the conterminous 
frontiers of Bern and Unterwald, and a short walk farther brings us once more 
among the unrivalled scenery of the Oberland In respect to the Wetterhom 
just mentioned, there had long been a farounte tradition that it contained a 
neb vein of gold ore Stimulated by tins belief, a mine was partially opened, 
about forty years ago , but the skill of the miners being neutralized by their 
superstition, the work was soon abandoned as a violation of the sanctuary m 
which tbe spirits of the mountain held their orgies Whenever, it is said 
the miners pickaxe struck the rock, the stroke was answered by some invisible 
hand Sometimes, too, the workmen were assailed by showers of stones — 
sometimes the murmur of disapprobation was whispered ominously througli 
the crevices — while the labour of the longest day was often so completely 
frustrated during the night, that when they returned in the morning the miners 
found the r excavations carefully filled up ! Flesh and blood could not endure 
thus, so a resolution was unanimously passed to concede the point rather thaw 
incur the numerous nshs of a spiritual warfare To this, however, it was 
objected by a person in authority, that as they had hitherto seen nothing, they 
would be greatly to blame if they abandoned a nch booty, merely because they 
surmised some little demurrer on tbe part of tbe holders Gold, said he, was 
not an article to be come at like tbe baser metals, and, for his part, all the 
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b pir,ts in tie Ohcrland should not compel lnm to forego the treasure. The 
workmen thus shamed into fortitude, turned their faces once more to the 
excavation , hut what was their terror and amazement when the} P 01 ™" 
that ct cry avenue leading to the mine was sentinelled hy spirits of most lrujin- 
ful aspect, all ready, seemingly, to rush upon and annihilate them ' 
miners felt as if sinking into the earth One of their number, however, so far 
recollecting himself at that most critical moment as to place himsc » ' 

between the spirits anil lus companions, held up a small cross, of pccu tar sane 1 > 
which he earned, and, under the protection of this hallowed sjmbo , t icy a 
escaped in great trepidation, but never again ventured “ to dig for go in 
‘Wcttcrhorn. 1 . 

Previously to our entering the temtory of Fribourg, it is necessary 
introduce a brief notice of the Gnmscl and Gheimm The former o t iese, 
the pas3 of the Gnmsel, senes as the medium of intercourse between the U PP®* 
district of the Vallais and the Obcrland The road follows alternately the ng 
and left banks of the Aar, and in some respects resembles that o 
St Gotbard Here, however, we find more torrents and fewer ha ltatl ° nS * 
with little pa tee and very indifferent bridges The ascent begins lmmc 13 
above Meyrmglien, near Kirclict, but again becomes level in the charmin 0 v ^ 
of Itngrund This circular space is supposed to have been in remote 1 ^ 
the bed of a lake, till the Aar forced a passage across the sombre gorge 
the high rocks which divide it from the rest of the Hash 

Near the village of Guttannen, the path becomes more rough particu ^ 
at Handeck, where travellers usually halt for refreshment Near tins ca 
arc observed several beautiful cascades, the finest of wlncli is that of ie ^ 
precipitated in a mass — inferior only to that of the Rhine— over a height o t\ 
hundred feet into a profound gulf To see this fall to advantage, the trave 
should time his visit so as to Teach it in the morning, between the hours of nine 
and eleven , hut being of difficult access, it is advisable to take a guide 

Prom this point to the Hospice a distance of two leagues, the ascent becomes 
more and more difficult Trees and vegetation gradually dimmish, and n ^y 
disappear , shrubs and grass give place to the glaciers, rocks, and torrents wi ^ 
which the soil seems ploughed up and encumbered The rocks are usually o 
enormous flat granite masses, very slippery, and with steps marked a on ° 
the route One of these, many yards across, is known as the Hollenplatte, 
or hell stone, on account of the danger to which it exposes the traveller, when 
it is covered with fresh ice Near the last bridge, the Aar forms another fin® 
■ Th » scene u sti k ngty illustrated by he accompanying Plate 
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and to this circumstance, rather than or lhc dead Lake 
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The Hospice u a rude massy stone huddin , lodgtng and 

of Its erection Here the poor arc u ““ not mlll lux'unce, with, at 
refreshment, gratis, and the tourist lllho , p , table desert hke th.., 
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mumty of Oberhasli for an annual rent of about one thousand Swiss hvres ,* 
and the tenant engages to furnish a meal and lodging to all the poor who cross 
the pass during the season In return for this hospitality, lion ever, he is 
allowed, like the monks of St Bernard, to collect contributions in the neigh- 
bouring districts, during the winter, as well as to levy a toll upon all merchan 
disc crossing the Gnmsel, which may amount annually to about two hundred 
and fifty livrcs Travellers in easy circumstances are of course cvpcctcd to 
pay liberally for a hospitality by which so many lives are saved, and so many 
disasters averted 

The tourist, by continuing tins route, may now visit the glaciers of the Rhone, 
descend into the Vallais, and following the course of the river to Lcuk, visit 
the Baths, and cross the Ghemmi into the Kandcrthal He will then osccud 
the valley of the Simmen, and enter the territory of Iribourg, by Gray Lies 
But for the sake of the illustrations we reverse the order of tins tour 
The impetuous Kanderf takes us rise not far from the Ghemmi, in the 
magnificent glacier to which it gives name, and, m the wild and solitary valley 

0 Gostenithal, forming several beautiful cascades, receives the tribute of 
many uidrtd torrents Its course, rendered more striking by the number 
J " , l )ccu ' larlt } of its turnings, continues towards the north, and, bcsnng along 
null It n sast quantity of Mm, finally loses rtsclf tn the hU of Thun 

Hits salley is little frequented I., toumts, it Is about tlinc leagues m 
ctipt i, and being ani[ ly ssatcrsd by its glacnr strsams, is furnished with a rich 
an a un mt vi gelation I he botanist may here, at little trouble, during t be 
7' 1 y «tth seicral me plants. Xa.iden.tcg. the onlr 
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thirds from the bottom, and considerably above this stage, an isolated pine 
tree occupies a point, the most formidable m the whole pass, projecting mer 
a clear precipice of eleven hundred feet and upwards * 1 rom this tree, in fulfil- 

ment of some trifling bet, a hardy mountaineer is said to have climbed up the 
branches, cut off the leading shoot, and carried it off in triumph 

About half a league from the lake — a mass of ice and snow during eight 
months of the } car— is the chalet of Schwarrbach, occupied as an inn during 
the summer, but quite uninhabitable dunng the winter, when the snow is 
often accumulated to a height of eighteen feet. This is the scene of the u Vicr 
und Zw anzigste Tebruar, the well known tragedy by "Werner Here, during 
the long winter months, the only sounds to he heard are the " howling of 
wolves, the screaming of eagles, the croak of alpine ravens, the thunder of the 
glaciers, the rush of cataracts, or the fitful roar of the tempest 

Continuing to retrace our steps, the road passes oier tile rums of a fallen 
mountain, and subsequently over the traces of an avalanthe, winch, m 1762, 
detached itself from the Rmdcrhore We now proceed by the route already 
described, and mounting the nch pastoral valley of the Simmen, enter the 
territory of Fnbourg 


CANTONS Or TRIBOURG AND VAUD 


w Dans noire heureuse patne il n eat po nt de ehaunuire oil ce rigne la liberti. 

Tiie Canton of Fribourg is nearly surrounded by the territories of Vaud 
and Bern and in its greatest extent about fourteen leagues long, by eleven 
broad The southern district is traversed by two chains of mountains, one of 
which forms part of the J ura, and the other part of the Bernese Alps Towards 
the north, the mountains, gradually diminishing, sink into gentle acclivities, and 
these into plains of some extent, which produce excellent wheat The lughest 
mountains of the canton— none of which exceed six thousand two hundred 
feet above the sea, are those situated near Gruyeres , thej have, consequently, 
no glaciers, and, like the Jura, lose their snows m summer The lake of 
euchatel, already described, borders the canton to the extent of three leagues , 
The 1 e ght of the Ghemmi is m thousand a ne hundred and e gl ty file feet shore the sea. 
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and the “ histone lake of Moral, lihe the preceding, belongs only in part 
Fribourg Besides these, the Schwartxsee, the Seedorf, and the Luchy— t 
first with baths, much frequented by invalids — add many picturesque featur 
to the landscape The principal nrers are the Sanne, the Broye, the Joign 
the Srngine, the Vevaise, and the Genne Various mineral waters — ar 
particularly the sulphureous springs of Bonn, neir the capital, are in hig 
repute , but in this respect Fribourg is much less prolific than her neighbour 
h»o metallic veins have jet been discovered, but in the prefecture of Gruyere 
salt mines have been found which are supposed to communicate with th 
famous mines of Bex * The native quarries are abundant, and supply ai 
excellent stone for building One of the principal occupations of the mhabi 
tants is the management of their meadows, amounting to upwards of sixty su 
thousand acres but the great source of profit is the mountain pasturage, which 
without calculating other stock, feeds upwards of twelve thousand null cows 
According to calculation, each of these cows— from the fifteenth of Mar till the 
ninth of October, the full pasturage season — produces, on an average, two 
hundred pounds’ weight of cheese, yielding thus a product of seven hundred 
and sixty-eight thousand francs The famous Gruyeres chee«e is made m 
the chain of mountains between the Bernese temtoiy of Schwartzenbouig and 
the districts of Vevey and Aigle The proprietors of the lowland districts J are 
in the habit of letting their rows to the herdsmen of the Alps for the season, 
at about thirty Swiss hvres a head Besides the pursuit of agriculture, which 
is held in honour among tne people, they cultivate a great variety of fruits, 
from which they extract a peculiar juice by boding, much used in the baking 
of cakes and confectionary Cherries are used in the high grounds for the dis- 
tilling of Kirschwasser, anil in the lower, tobacco plantations are «o extensive 
as to have rendered that article an important branch of exportation The 
potato has long been in very general use as a wholesome esculent The nee 
occupies hut a very small portion of the *od — not above six hundred acres, it 
is said — and the wine is of an inferior quality 

* See \ and. t The acre fifty thousand squire feet, Bernese moiorr — Pint. 

♦ T! e canton u divided in o metre prefectures, in each of which the mid ng Bitgtaotte u chargv) 
w h t he *(J m 0 irratioa of the Ia«r The aovere go pcirer a emrrnted to cor hundred and forry-four 
members of the Great Count 1 at whom twenty r gh t «r* members of the L**«r Council. They hold J>cir 
office during 1 fe and *r lb an avovrr or chief magistrate at the r bead, are staled the Great and Levrer 
Councils of the c ty and rrpntl e of Fnbourg These counc la are eon.po.ed or one hundred and * gh ten 
members of pa nmn hmll es or burge.se, of the op ah and of th rty m members derma from the o her 
tosros and rural coronnmes. The pub! e revenues, amiog out of tin®, d«nmn» belonging to the govern 
ment customs, finer, &c amotm cd for the year 1S*0 to tl r« hundred and a n*tj thommmf S*m hrm, 
and the public expenses for the wme penod to three hundred and n.hry four thousand. 
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Tlio Tnburghcrs are not a commercial people. The} prefer moderate gams 
to the most profitable speculation, and general!} transmit to posterity unim- 
paired, if not improved, wliat tlic} hive received by inheritance That part of 
the population who speak Trench, show a much greater partialit}, or aptitude 
for trade than the Germans, who rarely embark in that uncertain stream 
Their maxim is — littlo gain and sure Agriculture, ns alread} stated, occupies 
the lower districts,* which arc very fertile , whilst the hilly country is cntircl} taken 
up with the breeding of cattle and the manufacture of cheese and butter, which 
always insure a ready market During the dull months of winter, the plaiting 
of straw is a considerable source of rural mdustr) The exports are cattle, 
butter, cheese, sawed timber and vine props for the neighbouring cantons, raw 
and tanned hides, &c The town of Fnbourg Ins manufactures of hats, lace, glass, 
cards, cotton and cloth, of which the red passes for the finest dye in Switzerland 
The appearance of both men and women is gencrall} favourable — often 
prepossessing — and with an elegant figure, for which they enjo} a hereditary 
reputation Though excess in wine is by no means uncommon, crimes are 
still rare among them In their manners, however, they are only beginning to 
make advances towards modem refinement, and still exhibit m their domestic 
habits, pastimes, and prejudices, the rude features of their ancestors The 
pubbe festivals are not numerous, but are oftener celebrated in the cabarets than 


in the open air Of these cafis, or cabarets, the city of Tnbourg alone possesses 
upwards of a hundred— a sjmptom by no means favourable to the growth of 
morality Marriages are celebrated by public dances, which are continued twice 
a week during carnival , but the great national fete takes place m autumn, and 
is called tlie Consecration of the Dance, or “solemn opening of the balls that are 
to enhven the winter This fete continues three days running— Sundry, Honda}, 
and Tuesday , but the hall is not allowed to be kept up later tlian eight o clock 
m t e evening The jours defile amount to about a hundred annually, 
including Sundays and Saints -days An old custom, once very general in 
the canton is still observed at Estavayer, namcly-that of singing on the 
Place de Moudon national songs, or rondos, known under the name of coraouks 
In one of these, the subject is the mamage of a very poor couple, and to 
console the bride, who is quite in tears at the sight of the misery m which 
she finds her husband, the latter repeats to her this consoling burthen— 


WLen others feast we II fast and pray 

And weep when ml ers laugl and play — Quan 14 s-autron Xc &c 


• Sixty tl ousand acres at 
plantations, private property ; 


cult vated m wheat 
and four thousand in 


and oilier crops s xteen thousand 
t tuber belonging to the state 


five hundred in 
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in 1230, and like ever) other building m the place, has an air of venerable 
anti quit) The town is well deserving of a visit 

The city of Tribourg alone contains ten monastic establishments— the whole 
canton nine monastenes, and seven nunneries, «omc of which arc famous 
in history, and still attract multitudes of pilgrims * The College of Fribourg 
is a vast edifice, and sufficiently known as a theological seminary Every 
commune of this canton has an elementary school, and every town, even 
the smallest, its hospital — that of the capital is on a very large scale With 
these ample provisions for the poor and afflicted, the liabit of mendicity, once 
so general in the town, is nearly abolished In establisliments of this kind, 
however, it must he admitted that the German districts arc considerably behind 
the others In point of style and situation, the city of Tnbourg is one of the 
most romantic in Europe, and certainly the most striking m Switzerland 
The great number of its convents, towers, spires, and churches, rising one 
above the other, and overhanging the nver Sarine, which flows at the bottom 
of a perpendicular wall of rock— its walls flanked with towers— presents an 
appearance quite novel to the spectator The houses enclose numerous gardens, 
and even vineyards, and the streets are embellished with at least twenty eight 
or thirty fountains The streets are steep, the buildings of an antique and 
often grotesque appearance, and surmounted by the great tower of the cathedral 
The town house is built where stood in ancient times the palace of the dukes 
of Zannghen The great linden tree, planted in 1476, in commemoration of 
the battle of Morat, or according to others, as far back as 1179, by Berch 
told IV , is a vegetable prodigy Several centuries after, it is said, when much 
decayed, it was accidentally set fire to on a fete-day, when the great quautity of 
water with which it was then inundated, made it renew its youth, and throw 
out fresh shoots But in 1818, a waterspout injured it so materially, that 
its branches now require to be supported It is still a great curiosity, and held 
in high veneration by the inhabitants The cathedral was founded in 12S3 — 
the tower of which, three hundred and fifty six feet, is the highest m Swit 
zerland, and among the objects best deserving of a visit This church has 
the finest ring of bells in the Confederacy At its porch is a picture representing 

• In 1827 tl e eon (on in a population of e sty two thousand conu ned two hundred and seventy n ne 
monVs two hundred and e gfcly one nuns and two h rdred and Ter y seven eecu ir pt ests or one 
cedes ast c for every hu dred and ten of the inhab tants. But t! e cii j of Fribourg w tl a populat on 
of only til thousand Tour hundred and s xty souls, raa nta ns forty five seculars, one 1 undre 1 an 1 forty one 
tnonVs of whom e ghty-seven are Jesu ts and one t undred and forty n ne nuns— -or one for every tlrh ern 
nhsl tanta — a propor ion winch, perhaps s not to be foui u in any other town of Europe —See Statist, de 
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the wicked precipitated by demons into the flames of purgatory The houses 
of the " Court Chenun" are also toy remarkable in respect to their position , 
the parde of the principal street serving as their roof. The people resemble 
the ancient Tyrti bthnguet, inasmuch as they speak two languages — German 
in the lower, and French in the higher part of the town 
But the modern wonder of X'nbourg is the great iron Suspension Bridge, 
finished only within the last year On approaching the atv from the road to 
Bern, we observe, near the inn lately built, the commencement of a new 
route, constructed by government for communicating with the bridge The 
road inclines gently towards the town, which from this point exhibits all its 
characteristic features in striking display The eye catches in succession — as if 
from a picture gradually unfolding itself— the superb Pautonnat lately established, 
the Lyceum, the College of Jesuits, the majestic tower of St. Nicholas, above 
noticed, as well as numerous churches, convents, and those tuncled houses, 
picturesquely grouped, which give so peculiar an aspect to the citr of Fribourg 
Mfcr having passed all those objects in review — framed, so to speak, in a circle 
of waving verdure and rocks — we perceive this magnificent monument of modem 
art and patriotism stretching before os, and suspended at a prodigious height across 
the deep valley of the Sarin e Two simple bnt elegant porticos terminate and 

form the extremities of an immense inverted arch, formed by the two iron cables 
winch support the platform The balustrade, although simply des gned, offers a 
teiy striking coup-d crib When a carnage, or even the heaviest waggon, passes 
along this bridge, the ear is struck with the hollow sound caused by the horses 
feet, but the keenest eye would seek in rain to discover the slightest undulation 
cither in the cables of suspension, or on the bndge it«elf By those who cross 
it on foot, not the smallest degree of oscillation is perceptible • 

• The clnr bngit of tin tnJj* time tie Sanne a one honored and arreoty four tret tie lenjtb 
between tie jwttrof or antpeniiro p era, whiel are Brasan Porte irehntt, erne hundred and Crr fret 
and the bread th at At roadway forty-one feet By Au measomnenr it appear* cfcar dr fcnJs* of f rbcwj 
i* th rty feet longer than that of the Urnai in Wale*. The oonctrurtioo of tin chef-tf <rwre» rnrrWaJ 

to M dairy a French enjtneer ebo ham amply juiuSed tir root-cnee tepeaed in tin, and wafrftol 
* wt olid will Ion- be njtrJnl uudj the jttttrt wonder* af modern tear*. Tie Wf* *“ 
opened to foot paateoffw* co tie SSd of Aojnw, and on tie Stb of Octobrr f Ji* to c»mij-a of a!J 
-dfimpTOMm.* v/i-v.lV-.l^’N.r'.Jfc-vrcie-wjrxrtiS.'r-i.cijli' /--•*> ' ■ 'rAr’-’rr tram e* f '" D 
piece* eflorj amUery, drawn by fifty fcorac*. aod attended by lire hualrnl f»nee«, » fa* aJcojit *1 A* 
aame tun* Kerry part of the atrotture and aaipetiiton chatra be o* aniae^orntly rumtoed, net tit •ftf* 

indication of ywl.Tng or weakwuecmld be detected auber to tb«troe».woe«I, or ateoe-worb- If frpfra.mff 

to add. on tie .«unr*y of It Cbaley that the whole *f tbit eoutror-w* eceepleted not «n*y -Kieoa 
tie lew* nflJe but wttioot e*en a Mnooa aeodent to any woelman rmpfoaeJ In i» , » rrar “*- T 5 ** ***■ 
most^Uoo lenreeti Bern aoi Tnixxir- taJ rSe rnlff Ormia ;«•. trrrlaai. «fc>i b Wat U w^tle by« Wi) 
t!ce-\ an I « odin* mad down lie ea-'er^-eocaTy iarpe-ai e a wwlrr a»J daarmowa at *3 Canra,- 
la. at lot been rented ed by a -o«k which tay wed cW^eje tie •‘-oitrrrtow a/ X*wr 

you 11 u M 
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Various hermitages, cut out of the rock, are shown in the neighbourhood 
of this orthodox city That of St Magdalen is particularly celebrated in the 
country It was excavated in the living rock in the seventeenth century , and 
consists of a church, a convent, and various apartments The belfry is eighty 
feet high, and the chimney of the confectory ninety, it was a work of vast 
labour The hermit, it is said, fully intended to have continued his excavations , 
but while conveying home in his boat some young people who had come to 
celebrate the fete of St Anthony with him, they all perished on the 17th of 
January, 1708 

The prefecture of Morat, as already stated, is Protestant, and one of the 
most fertile and best cultivated in the canton The inhabitants pursue an 
excellent system of agriculture, and exhibit the happy fruits of industry m 
all their domestic economy This district has particular attractions for the 
picturesque traveller On a rising ground overlooking the hamlet of Villars 
is a linden tree, thirty six feet in diameter, and ninety feet in height Protected 
by the shadow of this monarch of the forest, the tourist commands an uninter 
rupted view over the lakes of Mor&t, Bienne, and Neuchatel — the finest of its 
kind m Switzerland 

About a league from Morat formerly stood the Ossuary, a chapel forty four 
feet long by fourteen broad, containing the bones of the Burgundians slain in 
the famous battle of 1470 This sanctuary, or trophy, was burnt by tlie Trench 
army m 1798, who viewed it as a monument that reflected upon the ancient 
1 eroism of Burgundy * a province which had contributed in later times to tlie 
invincible legions of Trance It is now replaced by a handsome obelisk, fifty 
six fict high with tins inscription, “ Victonam 22 Jun 147G, patrum Concordia 
partam, noio Bignat lapide Itcspubhca Fnburgensis, 1822 

In passing the town of Estavajer, remarkable for the sinking beauty of its 
position, the tounst will naturally revert to its melancholy fate The chateau 
was formerly the residence of the family of that name, which lias subsisted 
for a thousand years in the country In October 1 175, the town, then in 
the height of prosperity, was stormed by the combined Swiss, when its garrison 
of three hundred men, and all the citizens, were put to the sword, the citadel 

• Part of ll e 7i b demi brigade prraent on thi* oceai on were liurpund ana t and when the Oa*uary wj* 
deitroyed thry creeled in it* [tee a “ «r« of 1 berty " wt b much m 1 wry parade aeroropnj bjj it >1 h 
Hour itifi of bug'll anl ah out* of victory — “ Of line r*he» ibji I.ord Byron— who to aptlv compare* 
Morat to Mara 1 on—** I eeolured to bring away at much ai may hare made the quarter of a hero* for 
which the »ot< exeuae it that, if I had the next j urn by m gt t hare perverted them to a wone i oe 
than the earrful prratrra ion I intend for theta.*’ The litjnt of I hew bonea arh ch we hare teen are * 
frmmr and aubmax Ilary bone picked up on tie *[» t by John St radian, E*q Tt^nmonlh, who U *i»o in 
poutai on of an intereatlng MS. account of the Ba !e of Mora 
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Dule of Burgundy, which was deserted at their advance But the Swiss, without 
halting, continued the pursuit, and put to the sword all who fell into their hands 
Among the Burgundians, the disorder was so sudden and complete, that many in 
terror and despair threw themselves into the lake, the whole banks of which were 
cohered with them so that they could not be counted Many noble seigneurs, 
superbly equipt and mounted, plunged into the lake, thinking by the strength 
and spirit of their steeds to swim across They were seen to throw down their 
arms, ornaments, badges of honour, and every thing else of which they could 
divest themselves to aid the chance of saving their lives But those who were 
not slam, after having long buffeted the waves, perished by a miserable death, 
and were thus swallowed up It was a truly pitiable spectacle to see so many 
gallant and high bom knights floundering and sinking in the dark waters, which 
were now chafed into a storm by the desperate struggles of men and steeds But 
their pride,’ continues the chronicler, “ had well merited a death of such disgrace 
and humiliation Let all good people of Bem, therefore, eschew heedless pnde, 
and remain stedfast m their obedience to the commandments of God, the due 
observance of which will make all tilings to prosper in their hands Besides 
these, others also were found perched upon trees, which they had climbed in the 
moment of panic, and thus, says the same authority, “ from fear learned the) 
to fly without feathers Among them were found many females completely 
armed, but the moment their sex was made known they were respected and put 
out of danger The Bernese and their allies, with all their banners displayed, 
remained in possession of tbe Dukes camp, in which was much gold and 
silver, and much princely apparel But these fell chiefly into the hands of 
rogues and other camp followers in the rear — the fighting men having had all 
the glory, but very little of the plunder 

We now proceed on our route towards Avenches Dunng the Roman sway 
in Helvetia, many splendid buildings bore testimony to the high encouragement 
given to the atts, and the partiality shown by these cmlizing conquerors for 
the lulls and vallc)8 they had colonized Accustomed to a life over which the 
arts had thrown a refining lustre, they imparted their taste to the rude Helve- 
tians — built cities and towns — connected them by military roads — introduced the 
vines and fruit trees of Italy — instructed the people in various brandies of 
trade, arts and sciences, till, under their fostering auspices the) bad rused 
them to a degreo of refined enjoyment to which their warbke ancestors had 
been entire strangers 

Among the cities which more especially indicated the prosperous state of 
the country dunng this period, «t have already noticed l mdorussa, to which 
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;Vvenfacmn, the reputed birth place of Vespasian, was oulv second as the capital 
of a populous and flourishing colony These repositories of Roman taste and 
luxury were embellished, m imitation of their Italian models, with palaces, 
castles, temples, baths, and theatres, and every other monument which could 
perpetuate the sway or flatter the vanity of their founders But as these cities 
had a common origin, so, after a time, they were prostrated by a common 
enemy the Goth and the Vandal, like the wild hoar in the Tineyard, laid waste 
their beauty, and levelled their palaces with the ground — Jfunc xeges est u6i Troja 
fuit * The city of Aventicum appears to have been at least ten times more 
extensive than the present Avenches, which partly occupies its site At that 
period, the lake of Moral* bathed its walls, and was called lacus Jcenticensu 
A company of boatmen, naufa, were established in this ancient city, and the rings 
for attaching the boats, fixed in its walls — which were to be seen there only a 
century ago — prove that the lake not only surrounded a portion of the ancient 
capital of Helvetia, bnt that it also communicated with those of Bienne and 
Neucbatel Of the latter fact there can be no doubt , for even so late as 1816, 
after a continuation of heavy rams, these three lakes— otherwise completely 
separated — formed one magnificent sheet of water 

The fate of Aventienm is intimately connected with that of Yindowssa, but 
rendered famous by one of those episodes which too frequently spring up with 
the bitter fruits of war and oppression, and which, from its dramatic character, is 
here entitled to notice The turbulent soldieiy of Yindomssa, and other garrisons, 
having, in noli bon of all subordination, «eized on the money destined to pay 

* There is m runout nrcamt tanee re*pernno the Isle of Worst; which has afforded good foundation for 
popular superstition nsjnely the deep-red colour which its waters sometimes assume, • phenomenon 
occasioned by the Ccvrra purparts jxIumo** an • quo tic plant which floats on its surface — “ Mushing like 
the blood of the Burgundians." 

1 o) sire a lines on ibe subject or Moral — as weD as the fine stanzas by Byron — ire probsMy familiar to 
«mst of our leaden. We subjoin tbe former- — 

“ Je TOW la liberie rfpandaot tous m b ens, 

DescenJre de Monr eo babit de guemire 
Les eu ne te n es du sang dei fiers Autnch ens. 

EtdeCsiiLts t* Ttvcsafsc. 

Derant lit on porta « ces prjoes et re* dardr 
On traloa t ecs canons, ces Ktelles {stales, 

Qa elle-meme bnaa quaod ses ina os tnomphalet. 

He Moss r ea danger defends I les twpim. 

Tout on people ta soil. nsiTt 
F 1 1 tout PArpetdn rtplter see clameurst 
Leurs froors son t couroonds de ces floors quo la P reec 
An champs de M»**T«os prodigal t »u* eainquems. 

b N 
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the gamson of Baden, composed of Helvetians t the latter, to avenge the 
robbery, rashly intercepted the messengers and letters of Aulus Ccecini, governor 
of Vindonissa, who was no sooner apprised of the fact, than he determined to 
punish them with unrelenting vengeance With this v lew, he placed himself at 
the head of his “ furious” legions — the epithet hy which they were distinguished 
— and proceeded to storm the fortress and town of Baden This done, he laid 
waste the adjacent country, defeated the Helvetians in a sanguinary battle, and 
chased the fugitives into the recesses of the Jura, where, in their flight down 
the mountain, thousands perished m a charge of Thracian cavalry A few 
saved themselves m the forests and caves, but all who fell into the hands of 
their pursuers were sold as slaves Still, however, the fury of Ctccina was not 
appeased, and he continued his devastations to the walls of Aventicum In this 
city lived Julius Alpinus, a Helvetian by descent, and possessing great wealth 
and consideration in the place Him, therefore, the implacable Roman com 
raanded to be seized as an instigator of the revolt , loaded him with chains, and 
sentenced him to suffer death by torture In vam did numberless witnesses 
attest his innocence , in vam did Ins daughter, Julia Alpinula, a priestess of the 
goddess Aventia, throw herself at the inexorable warrior's feet and implore for 
mercy Neither her tears, her beauty, nor her virtues, could avert the blow 
The heart of the inflexible Csecina was steeled against all supplication , and 
tlic old man, bis victim, was doomed to perish by a cruel and ignominious 
death His daughter died shortly after of a broken heart, at the nge of twent) 
three The sepulchral inscription,* a precious r clique, which recorded hei 
unhappy fate, has lately been transferred to some private English cabinet 
The subject, as the reader is aware, lias acquired additional celebrity by its 
pathetic introduction into the third canto of Childo Harold f 

Avenches was finally overthrown in the fifth century , and m common with that 
mighty empire under whose auspices it had flourished from the commencement 

• Jum AtrivuiA me jaceo ivfeucis patris, infklix prole*, Dec Aventm: Sacerdos 

LSORARETaTRI* NECBM NON PUTUI MALE MORI IH P ATIS 111! ER.AT VlJU ANNOS 

t And there— oil sweet and sacred name! 

Jul a — the daughter— the devoted— gave 
Her youth to heaven i her heart beneath a cla m 
Nearest to heavens broteo er a father s grave 
Jus ice is sworn ga nst tears and I era wo Id crave 
1 he 1 R sl e lived in j b at tl e j Jge wav ]u*t 
And then she d ed on h in she could not save I 
Their tomb was almple and mil out a bust 
And held with i the r urn one mind— one heart— on* dust,” 
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the garrison of Baden, composed of Helvetians j the latter, to avenge the 
robbery, rashly intercepted the messengers nnd letters of Aldus Ctccina, governor 
of Vindonissa, who was no sooner apprised of the fact, than he determined to 
punish them with unrelenting vengeance. With this view, he placed himself at 
the head of his ** furious" legions — the epithet by which they were distinguished 
—and proceeded to storm the fortress and town of Baden. This done, he laid 
waste the adjacent country, defeated the Helvetians in a sanguinary battle, and 
chased the fugitives into the recesses of the Jura, where, in their flight down 
the mountain, thousands perished in a charge of Thracian cavalry. A few 
saved themselves in the forests and caves; hut all who fell into the hands of 
their pursuers were sold as slaves. Still, however, the fury of Cfecina was not 
appeased, and he continued his devastations to the walls of Avcnticum. In this 
city lived Julius Alpinus, a Helvetian by descent, and possessing great wealth 
and consideration in the place. Him, therefore, the implacable Roman com- 
manded to be seized os an instigator of the revolt ; loaded him with chains, and 
sentenced him to suffer death by torture. In vain did numberless witnesses 
attest his innocence; in vain did his daughter, Julia Alpinula, a priestess of the 
goddess Aventia, throw herself at the inexorable warrior’s feet and implore for 
mercy. Neither her tears, her beauty, nor her virtues, could avert the blow. 
The heart of the inflexible Cmcina was steeled against all supplication; and 
the old man, his victim, was doomed to perish by a cruel and ignominious 
death. His daughter died shortly after of a broken heart, at the age of twenty- 
three. The sepulchral inscription ,♦ a precious rehque, which recorded hei 
unhappy fate, has lately been transferred to some private English cabinet. 
The subject, as the reader is aware, has acquired additional celebrity by its 
pathetic introduction into the third canto of Childe Harold.f 

Avenches was finally overthrown in the fifth century; and in common with that 
mighty empire under whose auspices it liad flourished from the commencement 


ruTUI MAEE UORI IN FATI* HEI En AT VlXl ANNOS XXI 

T " And there— oh, sweet and sacred name ! 

Julia— the daughter— the devoted— gave 
Her joutli to heaven ; her heart, beneath a claim 
Nearest to heaven s, broke o*er a father s grave 1 
Justice is sworn ’gainst tears, and hers would crave 
The life she lived in , but the judge was just, 

And then the died on him she could not save ! 

Their tomb was simple, and without a bust. 

And held within their uro one mind— one heart— one dust-” 
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of th» Christian e-a, b-case at Us th" prey of those northern barbarians' 
whose pnr~ys 5 was raark“d bv th* extinction of every scien-e «are that of th* 
srortL At present this anaent cap.tal hardly contacts three ha adzed hoase*, 
bat in th" wide ar**n it once occup ed, enough rtffl realms to coninn the 
record of its pn.txr." glow Th" anfcq_aiy will find “ «ennous si u < ones ~ 
and th" pMIosoph-r much weigh’v matter fo- h^> ccnsrderatiQn. 

Tee counter thraenrh which we advance to Parent" is exce-dinglr f-rttle 
and well col tinted. Th" town is of Roman engtn, and. Hie those alr-adv 
mentioned, was destroyed at the fall of th" empire. A rch and eshb'-a *d 
abber of Benrthctmes was founded here in the tenth centarv bv Qn-en Bertha. 
CTcd" the patrons.'’" of tins e-mbhahm-nt, th" town recovered a portion c r its 
early importance, but 2* th" RefoTrai.on — sn* h are the nassrtades attendant ca 
all earthly th.mrs — tne abb*y church was converted into a gmnary The ccUTen’, 
af e» having served as th" re* dence o r th- governo-, o- badi.T, appom ed bv B'rt, 
i» row an expensive bcanLng-*chooL In October I SIT, a tomb was dscosered, 
whiji » «npposed to b" tha* of Qu*ea Bertha, the foundress. On the brd-e 
o-er th" Ernie is a 5 one with s Roman inscription — but whch though «om- 
•fc've p-etend“d to d-evohe* it, u. a subject of m»re co-hectare 

Tre-dcn has acqmred cot cel-b-tv as the re^dence of Pe«.a!ozxi, and tK 
scene o r hi* phiLn.h'cp c labours, than Bum anroih"* eircmasiiree to wfc 'H 
it can l t cla.ni Bat, independently of ths, the dutne* abounds in pie*uro«ique 
scenery The town is well ba 3 t, very agreeably sf-ated in a plain a’ th* sojth*"n 
extrem t of the lake of \eucha el, and extetxLng along th" mouth of the 
nrt- ThieU, wh ca a' t-s e-fan^e into th" lake, forms a cc aizaod.ous harbour 
From tLs dot. we are told that, in l c dG, a vessel, laden for the Er-lish 
marke., passed successively through the lakes of \eu<*hatel and B enn" and, 
detrending the muameraV-' wmtLngs of the \ar and Rhine, depos ed its cargo 
in the London Docks , haring p e^o-med a ronre which constitutes an epoch 
n the bisto'T of modem nitntoa. The s e of Yverdaa was well known to 
t*" Romans by the name of Emb'odmicin, and passed success. relr und*r 
th- dominion of t L e kings of B j-gnndr and dates cf Zarcnhen.* k « rts o p 
1 * ancent wall* at’est th" onginal importance to wh-ch it lavs claim. B-t 
th* taiwnv oihgiffw which CC ted c mAsgwne in tie - r m of •aert.Cenre — 
iaa-dai.oni from the lake — tbe derasUUons of war ard repea.ed cTOSurraucns— 

• ISkii lU cv4!( ft Ilf thjwtS CT03S7 tt tilese* to* *f rue t* 5iw» to "ton i- 
*«w A*fT a. rnrtl; wxi-f S*» »o4 *>"* ja. “ 

»Wh to &m, ra Irt-S. 19 »V<i :«a 1 - ro«=tard to tifr** bZ tSf U-* r?*cK -torn 

Z*n Ht’f toamf * rtbjaw »f T nsc* 
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checked its prosperity, and diminished its once crowded population. At the 
commencement of the seventeenth century a society, under the name of Calde- 
xesque Helve tique, established a printing press in the town, from which improved 
editions of various standard authors were thrown off — among which, the last 
was an Encyclopedia. At the present day, Yverdun is one of the most com- 
mercial and flourishing towns in the canton. The wines of la Cote, destined 
for the German portion of the Confederacy, are conveyed hither from the 
border of the Leman by means of the canal of Entr e-Roches ; and the riser 
Thiele is covered with boats for extending this traffic by means of the lakes and 
rivers with which they communicate. Rebuilt nearly at the same time, and 
on a plan similar to that of the town of Morges, Yverdun presents three great 
parallel streets, which terminate in a handsome square surrounded with large 
and commodious edifices. Of these buildings, the most striking are the church 
and town-hall — both exhibiting the classic proportions of Grecian models, 
and erected about the beginning of last century. In the same square is the 
ancient chateau of Conrad of Zaringhen, flanked by four massive towers, and 
built at the commencement of the thirteenth century. It was in this Gothic 
fortress that Pestalozzi began the practical illustrations of his admirable system.** 
Yverdun is distinguished for its public institutions. The hospital, college, 
and public library, are all on a liberal scale ; the latter, supported by voluntary 
contributions, contains also an interesting museum of Roman antiquities. Two 
benevolent societies do further honour to the citizens — the one for affording 
pecuniary assistance to the poor ; the other supported by charitable ladies, 
for providing food and clothing to the aged or infirm, and work for all who 
are willing and able to cam their own subsistence. The object of both is the 
suppression of mendicity — an object in which they have nearly succeeded. 
This town, occupy ing a space between the two branches of tho Thiele. 


• I« >i r^aiing torr(!wt Out, after the rcrolutionary War of 17B9, in which the email centone euffcreJ 
“ tnsnj dieaefcn, the IW.etUn D, rectory conE.led to thi. .iluatrfow friend of humau.ty-rrericuily 
known by hie literary product .one -the education of the orpine at Sana. Thf. school bring deitroycd. 
the gorrrnmmt offered him the rattle of Berthoud, where the peeuhar adr.nttge, of h» eytfem became 
UbOUr * WW “ lh< «*tle cf Ituchen, nrer Ilef-jl, cn 

f f Ik / ° Fe,,(nt ^e had already conferred a juat celebrity. There true bene- 

* , f,r T * eotnmunity of eeotimrnt and purtuil, became Intimately attached to each 

rr, “ V 0 nl T e ,‘ n '‘“ ure * the adm.rab!. MaUiehmnta under them direction. Tltia, ho— 

I* Ib/rnl 7* ,,ra ** far ln 1*05 Pettalon. wa« dntined to return to V rrrdun. where, ably arconded 

I?' ‘ f rr B 7 " * nJ ,, ‘ e he eon tin tied In the ardent pumi.l ef 

fra r "T" Cn ° Wr,r * — * their gorrmroent* to ,tody under 
h ” r ,,,m ,n, ° — » S-tc AO loat.tut.or. on 
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communicates with the suburbs by several bridges The environs, which are 
exceedingly agreeable, and embellished with elegant villas and summe rhouses, 
present many delightful walks From these the stranger will derive a lively 
picture of life as it passes in "i verdun, to which the politeness and hospitality of 
its inhabitants hare giren peculiar attractions 

The small town of Grandson is very pleasingly situated on the borders of the 
lake In its little harbour a rock is shown, which, during the Roman occupation, 
is supposed to have been consecrated to the worship of Neptune The church, 
situated in the upper part of the town, and formerly attached to a pnory of 
Benedictines, 13 remarkable for its ancient architecture It was one of the 
first sanctuaries in the country from which Farll divulged the doctrines of 
the Reformation. 

The Castle of Grandson, situated on an eminence so as to command the 
town and lake, was the ancient fortress of the barons of that name This 
illustrious family, which had furnished some chivalrous knights to the frusades, 
and a bishop to Lausanne, continued to flourish till the end of the thirteenth 
century, when it became extinct in the person of the gallant Otho, who fell in a 
juridical duel with Gerard of Estavaycr Thence passing to the house of Chalons, 
the latter kept possession of it till the Burgundian war in 1476, when it was 
taken by the Swiss The facts arc briefly these —Having crossed the Jura, 
Charles the Bold on arrival found his troops in possession of k verdun , but the 
castle, winch was defended by a courageous troop of Bernese, resisted all Ins 
efforts On lus appearance before Grandson, its intrepid little gamson braved 
his utmost fury, and remained firm amidst the uninterrupted fire kept up Ogamst 
the citadel At last, highly indignant at being detained ten days before this 
insignificant fortress, he issued orders to carry it by storm, threatening, that if the 
Swiss made any further resistance, he would have them all hung This menace, 
which tried the courage of many, overcame that of the dastardly Captain Tl yler 
A kmglit of Burgundy, who could converse in the German language, arrived 
at the same time from the duke’s camp, and expressing hts admiration of their 
courage, declared that his master respected it no less “ Cease," sai 1 he, 

11 vour gallant but mad resistance — spare this wanton effusion of heroic blood — 
and, in the name or lus higl ness, I hereby promise you an unmolested and 
honourable retreat 1 Duped by the crafty kmglit, the Swiss accepted the 
terms of capitulation, and, presenting him with a hundred florin* in return 
f r his humane interposition in their favour, began to evaeuato tl e made 1 
h»o sooner, however, ha 1 they passed tie gates, tl an the Duke had them 
all seized, strip] ed, and suspended fes 1 undredt on the adjoining trees 

voL it 00 
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Others were cruelly fettered with cords, and dragged to death through 
the lake 

Exasperated at these atrocities, and undismayed by the last superiority of 
the Dukes forces, the Confederates despatched twenty thousand men by forced 
marches to Grandson At day-break, on the third of March, the vanguard of the 
army, consisting of the soldiers of Lucem, Schwytz, and the Bernese Oberland, 
presented themselves- on the vine clad hills between the lake of Neuchatel and 
the Jura After a short interval spent m prajer, they commenced the attack 
The soldiers of Fribourg and Bern advanced firmly and in good order— the 
former led on by the teteran, John of Halwyl, and the Bernese by their chief 
magistrate, Nicholas of Scharnachthil This advanced guard had already 
maintained a sanguinary but unflinching conflict of scveiol hours, niton the 
mam body of the Confederates appeared on the heights m the brilliant mid day 
sun The shrill sound of the bugle of Unterwalden, and the deep hollow roar of 
t ic lorn of Un, pealed their war notes along the mountain, and the next 
instant the standards of Zurich and Schaffhauscn were seen waving in the a.r 
ihe Duke eagerly demanded, " Wliat troops nre these “ They arc the troops, 
replied tlit baron of Stein, *• before whom the Dukes of Austria hate fled* 
Charles glanced lus eje rapidty o\er the sccno of combat — then to the advancing 
columns-and turning to Stem, observed “ If a mere handful of men l.aie 
resisted us through a whole day, what hate wc to hope for against their combined 
strength? lie paused, as if waiting for an answer, but his own troops, who 
md caught sight of the fresh armament, already welcomed by shouts from their 
comrades, were .erred will, dismay and lied lit ram tire Duho throw lunrself 
into t ic midst of them , he could neither ralty the scattered nor retard the 
Ut 10 k’ 8 c ^ orts to renc " the combat was hurried nwaj in the retreat 
c Jswim continued the pursuit till darkness compiled them to dc<ist , but 
when thej armed at Grandson, and beheld the dead babes of those who had 
been lmng on the surrounding trees, their tcngcnncc knew no bounds, and 
mfinLit« C | IU ? ° * t0 8tonn the castle The Burgundians, who frit their 
m,d T n r " ny Clr " 1Ual aurrentlcred at tiro first summer.., 

1, d c, T , 7' ? r ,h0 “ t ™ ll “= TCI y trees from sslu.l, the Srrrs. 

lisd cur down the dead bodres of tlrerr comrades 

the luelr smte^f” '° Wari '* t-ruvume, it ,s rmpossrble trot to bp starch rvilh 
° f "* " a ’»" Pcrsadc, crcrj s„ s e of ,1,. rootc-psr.rc.- 

U rn, 7 rlT,: ^ ° ' U "“ >'«• »r tiro rcncral 

the j , T «• l«” -tread, rpsibcn rr. our ps.« C c st 

tbc Jura, and now ,1m oar l.m.ta art prcul,„l, crrcumserrbr 1, ant lire' teor 
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fast drawing to its dose, we can only touch upon those topics, and points of 
scenery, for which the historian, the poet, and painter, hare severally recorded 
a long-established partiality The view which, perhaps, embraces the greatest 
number of striking objects in the Pays-de-Vaud, is the signal station above 
Lausanne After a short but steep ascent from the little solitary .glen where 
the national pastime of nile shooting is practised, we enter the fore<t of 
Sauvabelin, and, taking the path to the left, amve at the Signal The extra 
ordinary combination of scenery, m every possible variety, and in the most striking 
contrasts, over which the view extends, is scarcely to be imagined by those who 
have not penetrated within the curtain of the Jura The vast sheet of the 
Leman lake is seen through its whole expanse, framed in, and reflecting like a 
mirror the Alps of Savoy, Valid, and the Valkus On the east, they form a 
gloomy girdle of gigantic summits, terminating in the mountain bulwarks of 
Fribourg, thence, veering gently to the south and south nest, the wild and snow- 
dad precipices of Savoy, with their rocky flanks bulging out into pine forests, 
or smooth with verdant pasture— chalets sprinkled along their acclivities, and 
vineyards mantling their base, fascinate the eye and feast the imagination of 
the spectator Farther still, and in the extreme west, the blue verge of the 
Jura, rising apparcntlj from the lake, and usurping the place of the Alp\ 
forms the northern boundary of this sublime and magnificent picture— a picture 
only to be felt Directing our eyes along {he Swiss shore, it appears indented 
and divided by the waters of the lake into innumerable bays and promontories, 
and, although tame compared with the gigantic features of the shore oj posite, 
it is of great beaut} , composed of gently undulating hills rising towards the 
Jura, and softening gradually down into the lake At our feet, Lausanne 
displays its cathedral — most part of its public edifices — its beautiful villts open 
ing towards the port of Ouchy and the lake, with Fully, Lutry, and Grandvaux 
on the left— 'Montreux, Villeneuie, and Chillon, m the bottom of the piclun 
and the towns of Morges and Aubonne on tho right — all names as neb in 
classical associations ns the} are beautiful in their position 

The situation of Lausanne, a flw minutes walk from the lake, and ctovnwf, 
an elevated ndgo of the Jorat, is proverbially known lor the magnificent prospect 
to which we have just adverted The town is vei} irregular in shape, built 
upon three distinct acclivities— not unlike the oil town of Eduibnigh— ard 
covering the intermediate valley* or rather ravines Jvearlj- all it* streets are 
steep and inconvenient, but the salubnty of its climate— lie abundant supply 
of water— the unrivalled amenities of tho arenerj 1 — the rojnmemal arttv tv of 
the place— tho charms of a cultivated society— and the com para tire chrspcct* 
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of every ilung that contributes to the comforts and elegances of life, have 
long conferred on the town and neighbourhood a decided partiality among 
strangers. The cathedral, which forms so striking a feature in the 'land- 
scape, was founded by the bishop Henricus, in the year 1000. The work 
was continued during the two following centuries; lmt the original plan, 
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of every thing that contributes to the comforts and elegances of life, lmte 
long conferred on tho town and neighbourhood a decided partiality among 
strangers The cathedral, which forms so striking a feature in the land- 
scape, was founded by the bishop Henncus, in the jear 1000 The work 
was continued during the two following centuries, hut the original plan, 
which indicated a third tower on the north of the present helfry, was net or 
earned into effect Several fires, the result more of hostility than accident 
— particularly in the thirteenth century — caused serious damage to the struc 
ture In the early part of that century it shared the fate of the town, 
and on three several occasions was nearly consumed During the first 
of these calamities, the leaden roof and chime of hells were melted, but were 
speedily replaced bj others, in consequence of pious contributions from the 
numerous states aud allies of the Holy empire , but this was only a prelude to 
fresh disasters In the third conflagration all the churches, except that of 
St Lawrence, were nearlj destroyed, and the cathedral, which had just been 
restored, was once more a wreck, while the damage on tins occasion was irrepa- 
rably aggravated by the destruction of all its historical documents To remedy 
this fresh disaster, contributions were once more resorted to, and, forty j ears 
after, having been completely rebuilt, tho church ins solemn]} consecrated by 
Gregory X , m presence of the emperor Kodolph of Hapsburg, and a numerous 
assembly of princes and lords temporal and spiritual, whom the imposing occasion 
had brought together In the seventeenth centurj, the belfry and tower of 
» the choir suffered considerable damage by lightning , and lastly, on the 
night of the 23d of May, 1825 — eleven 3 ears ago — a recurrence of the accident 
destroyed the spire, which has since been repaired, with several internal 
improvements, under the able direction of M Perregaux, an architect of great 
taste and reputation But, without dwelling on a subject which might lead 
us into descriptions too copious for the present work, we have onl} to observe, 
that, as a fine and entire specimen of Gothic architecture, the cathedral of 
lausanne is one of the most remarkable in Europe The walls of the interior 
are encrusted with numerous sepulchral inscriptions, sculptures, and allegorical 
figures, several of which are English* — and all interesting to the curious os 
well os contemplative visitor 

In the centre of the Place de la Palud, is the Town hall, built m 1451, and 

Among tl « latnt tWat °f ITesniETTE {poutedeSTBATroRDCmVNlvo Ambossadeur d AngletMT® 

' le 17 ju n 1817 Aum ummble par .on carsc ire que par .. beau ^-bnlUnce de 

Jrunwse eureuse mutant qu 1 «t perm i aux momls de 1 ttre i ct pour eelm pas mo ns pr?le 4 entrrr dans 

< *H *» tout efoii 1 nnocence tl un# ioginuo p ftf ptormt a»o r quelque mfritc del ant D tu." 
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surmounted by a clock, but possessing do striking features or peculiarities 
Here the magisterial authorities of the district, circle, and commune, hold their 
sittings , and in another part is the residence of the syndic, or president of the 
municipality The other chambers are variously distributed On the vestibule 
of this edifice is a marble tablet with a Roman inscription, discovered at Vidy, 
in I <39 The Place is used as a corn market , but a new and much more 
extensive one is now m progress 

The College of Lausanne,* founded at the epoch of the Reformation, m 1537, 
is a vast square edifice, surrounding an extensive court, and containing a public 
library and museum— both of which are extremely nch m their «ereral depart 
ments The library, possessing manj rare printed works and precious manu- 
scripts, is open to the public three days in the week, and every facility given 
to second the views of the studious The Museum, first establi'bcd in 1820, 
and occupying three large halls, is amply furnished with specimens from the 
animal, vegetable, and mineral kingdoms— many of which are cunous Besides 
these, numerous specimens of art, ancient and modern — paintings and sculpture 
by native artists who have studied in Itaty — medals, and various relics of antiquity 
found in the rums of Avcnches and other Roman stations within the canton- 
cabinets of natural lustory and chemistry, well provided with all the apparatus 
necessary in a course of lectures — gne peculiar advantages to the museum, to 
which, it is said, an astronomical objerratoty will shortJv he added 

The Chateau Cantonalc, or seat of government, os seen in the annexed 
engraving, is a large square building, founded in tl c middle of the thirteenth 
century by the bishop, Jolrn of Cossonay, and finished in seventy jears bv 
Guillaume dc (Thailand Till the epoch of the Reformation this was the domestic 
fortress of the pnnee bishop*, hut thenceforth that of the resident governors 
of Bern, who made considerable additions to it It was further enlarged at 
the commencement of the present ceniur), and again within the last few years. 

It is now occupied by the great council, and council of stile, die court cf 
appeals, and various other public offices In a hall of this episcopal fortress 
was formerly a pulpit moving on lunges, so as to mask a secret door which 
communicated with passages under ground, through winch tl e Inibups *» 
usual in those days, could repair to tho cliaj ter-house near the cathedral, or 

* IV J^clurr* itl rrrrd It frcf.-tfcrrt trr—ia 6 iluf» li* fhlovip'ij BiJ»fub<% iinaon 

lulml t> il«| tktmaffy tn wnlop tlnwlc injflml, U « «t»J rnutk t «nnw « 

»a l*>< u*uJ t>r»«br. Uojt* 1 , 1 -W.tu, Tm. « C* Tw.1 EnUln. la *A- urn *» tb. «l— < »«»rU 
tnrM] f rr jam Mill ne »t l*aunii» itt *u bcra»4 t» Win* ««w« »f •> »ub;mi t» 

frpaUb Ian not JM fc**» aryoiowJ 

VOL II 


r r 



146 


SWITZERLAND 1LLUSTRAT1 D 


toother convents, as occasion demanded Bj tins door, according to tradition, 
Sebastian de Montfaucon, the last bishop, made Ins escape in 1536, while the 
chateau was beleaguered by the troops of Bern The court of the chateau is 
planted with acacias on one side, from whose refreshing shade the eje commauds 
all the striking features of the town, the lake, and the Jura 

But, without dilating on the numerous othbr objects of various interest with 
which Lausanne abounds, and wlucli will be found minutelj described in works 
more expressly devoted to that subject, we proceed to notice a few prominent 
features in the immediate neighbourhood, or bordering upon the lake Of 
these, one of the most interesting by its associations is the house of Gibbon, 
on the road to Ouchy , but, like Ariosto’s house at Terrara, or Popes villa at 
Twickenham, the residence of the great historian has almost lost its identity, 
still, as a link in that intellectual chain by which the Leman lake is encircled, 
it can never lose* its interest, or want visitors It was m the bosom of tins 
sublime retreat that — 


Deep and slow, exhausting 0 ougl t 
And hiving wisdom with each studious year — 

he continued, and finally completed, that great historical monument which, 
however unsound in* principle, or exceptionable in some of its philosophical 
deductions, is now a standard authority, and will transmit the authors name 
to the latest posterity The passage m which he commemorates the close of his 
seven years’ labour in tins intellectual sanctuary, and on a subject to winch he 
bad devoted all the resources of deep study and extensive reading, is full of 
natural feeling * Tlic familiar letters, in which Gibbon communicates the 
every day occupations of his life while resident in this solitnde, have acquired 
a deeper interest os changes have sprung up m the scenery, and in proportion as 
the gifted individuals of that circle with Whom he associated have passed away 
No higher compliment could have been paid to this beautiful country and its 
cultivated society, than the following testunony “ Since ray establishment at 

♦ 

• Uwssontl en ght of the 27 th of June 1787 and between the I ours of eleven ami twelve II At he wrote 
the last 1 nti of tl e lost page in « summer house In h * garden ‘ After laying down wy pen says I e 
I took acteral turns In a Irrfta * or covered walk of acacias which commands a prospect of the country 
tl c lake and the mouuta ns Tl a air was tern, erote — the sky was serene — ll e s Iver orb of tl e moon 
whs reflected from 0 c waters and all nature was silent. I will not d ssemtdc the f rst eroot on* of jay 0,1 
the recovery of my free lom and perhaps the establishment of my fame , hut my pr lo was soon 1 utnhlod 
and a sober melanel oly was spresd over my m i d by the idea lhat I 1 ad t ken an cvrrlnit ng leave of an 
old and sgrceal lo enirpan on an l that, whatsoever in g! t be tl e future dote of my history the I f* of the 
historian mutt he short an 1 precarious.' 
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Lausanne," says h<§ “ seven years hare elapsed , and if every day has not 
been equally soft and serene, not a day— not a moment has occurred in which 
I have repented of my choice " 

To these haunted localities must now he added the tomb of John Philip 
Kemble, the personal friend of Byron — the best interpreter of Shahspearc, 
a man universally honoured for hia public talents, and highly esteemed in all 
the relations of private life This object of melancholy attraction is in the public 
cemetery of Pierre-Ie-PIan, abore the town — a miniature Perc la Chaise It 
consists of a plain stone slab inscribed with his name, and surrounded bv 
an iron ruling, through which shrubs and flowers entwine a voluntary chaplet, 

* fresh as lus fame •' 

The village of Ouchy, picturesquely situated on the I the, and serving as the 
port of Lausanne, has greatlj risen in importance since the introduction of sleam 
navigation Two fine vessels — the “ Leman Vaudois,’ and the ‘V^Vinkelned," 
traverse the lake daflj between Geneva and Lausanne — receiving and landing 
passengers along the whole line of the Swiss coast, and on certain days perform 
mg the entire circuit of the lake ♦ The old tower, seen m the engraving, was built 
by a bishop of Lausanne *o far back os the twelfth century The quay and its 
appendages are of modem construction , and with a fleet of boats surrounding the 
steamers as they arrive or depart, and a host of wheeled vehicles, nral donkeys, 
runners and driven, waiting the passengers on shore, the port of Ouclij present* 
a scene of lively commotion It was while detained by *' stress of weather," 
at the Anchor Hotel of Ouchy, that Lord Byron composed his “ Prisoner of 
Cliillon and where, from his window, lie could obsenc the castle thus immor- 
talized, rising white on the eastern verge of the lake He visited crciy locality 
known in history or tradition — particularly the retreat above describe, and in 
one of his pubbshed letters, says — " I enclose jou n spng of * Cibbon's acacia, 
and somo rose leases from his garden, which, with part of lus house, I lave 
just seen " Moore has well observed, that this circumstance in the life of the 
immortal bard, has added " one more deal bless association to the already 
immortalized localities of the lake"— 

• For |hc louHil, whoM I not Dir W tun in) thru Noi-1 pmol »a uni’uU* ruimrr, * 4, kji -f 
rfnrofd *n *rqu,iat»nc* »!ii them dating »»noc* tr f « in thr toumr of Ui« «un — rr w» r»o rwmrxnd 
Ihon nnrwrvfdty l»»tl U»rr« of r-Vaxnj kcraKioo— 1« lo hn — •-> Buy «•>«, •! haul 

Itugvt w tneontrn ntff f r,oy lit* nd tp'crvJ-! pinortm tbtt »»« nrr ihro*» *T*‘° r*r 

Etrrr Born r-g durtnj ll» tw **uon. loan • tmlilj ^ri Cmr*» «itl V Csixvi, ( !•» tff« n 

»* rrm ttrt e' I 1 * Ukr*— boiH m1 ng ti? Onrlty — ihr Lmnrt »Sevl Iw* • »iJ iK* *i hr* «>•« 

— nrju>' konfTftl «* to p* 01 * IIW *>tJi ii ItfjfunJ l>* •"■'MJf'Z »»rx*W* tf »iu i l ry n4 
d xrebxtinr by lh< «*y F-xh Trcvtl ho, in ntr'Vtii mf.wnl ra ImrJ, »-il *s •*!' cvfyJy t* 

«*TTy tnwty ef uii* 
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' Itommo \oUairt our Gibbon, on 1 de Stafl— ft 
licmsn I these mmci are worthy of thy shore 

A new rend lias been l«<d> constructed between Lnunnno mi *■> 

Panic., sweeping by a gradual descent along the ,lcC ’' V, ‘ 5 f ’ * 72 -the rocb, 
sion of luxuriant Mney arils It commands delicious won •> ' Jj 

of Mcllone, Vcvny, Clarens, Montrcux, Cl.lllon, and t P fc( j ^ ( 
lilies winch Rousseau's Ileloisc and the poetry of By J cml)wllc ,i 

creations that haunt the traveller's imagination, and seem to t)|C ,' , 

he proceeds Each or the localities here enumerated is remarha ’ - 

which Nature has bestowed upon it, no less than for the fasema "1 
it lias been enriclicd by genius I or many 5 cars past tie c ? a 
have served as the intellectual rendezvous of foreigners, who can -> 
advantages of a genial climate vvnll the channs of cultivated f 

• T«a* not for Cel on eliosc Roustcau this rpot. 

Peopling it whli e!T etion* , hut 1 e found 
4 It wn s tl e scene which passion roust allot 

To il c m nd * \ unfied being*.’* 

Another of the localities which lias lately become familiar to ^ 
of a celebrated American author,* is the ancient cliitcau o 
half a league from the lahe Thu, baron, ,1 fortress is o ^ ^ 
famous m tlie annals of elm airy, and continued in posscssio lllonaj, an< 

for upwards of seven hundred years In the same commune , n to 

in the profound valley of Villars, are the Baths of Alina ‘ C J ^ trough* 
repute in the sixteenth centurj , but were subsequently forgo ^ Q f 

onco more into fashion by scientific recommendation, and c ^ 
commodious baths The water is strongly impregnated su P y JfTncr on3, 
At Vevay exists the well known society entitled the A ft y®^ ^ ^ ne yard, 
which, from the remotest times, has superintended the labours o 
with the motto— Ora el lalora The most active and experience be j ongin g 

are selected every spring to make a general survey of the uncya 
to the commune — to report the condition of each when 0 s0 1 ^ ^ pruning 
a variety of premiums in the shape of medals, serpes d lonrei > manage 
implements, to all the vine dressers who have set the hest examp e IT ^ t | w j 0 b«tcd 
ment of the grape Previously to tho Revolution, these prizes wc re p C Qtcd 
with*great pomp at a curious fete got up for the occasion, an w u 

«d^« Weawer,pl ° n0t 

•See n e Headsman by Cocpfr which, «ilh various ethers contains 
a storm m the lake of Genera 
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every fire or six years- After an interruption of twenty-two years, caused 
by political events, and a senes of bad seasons for tic mne-grotvers, tits fete 
seas resumed on the fifth of August, 1819, m all its ancient pomp and ceremony 
On this occasion, the village population of 1 evay was suddenly increased by an 
influx of more than sixteen thousand spectators from all parts of tic Confederacy, 
and of rrhom no inconsiderable number sms Enghsh The fete presented a most 
grotesque, but interesung medley of heathen ceremony, scriptural scene, from 
the Old Testament, mixed up with customs still observed in the canton, the 
whole accompanied with processions, dancm, songs, banquets, and dramatic cxhi- 
billons, m which svere upwind, of seven hundred performers in appropna.c and 
generally very elegant costumes, according to the part assigned to them. 

The LelmeTeommenced with that of crowning the twch. mo« •» 
cessful educators of die runs, after which a magmflcco. proceuuon Wp« 
consisting of Ceres, Pomona, Bacchus, Ac , all mo,. f ^ 

call, atured, home in elegant cam by them apptopna.c attentats, pnesu 
bacchanals, Ac , followed by gardeners, vinedressers, reapers, ha^nslcm p g 

Tt the hinds that led' them 

- 

™ oH f fc,h " l Mh ' [y L horses nchly capamonsd The .bole 

also a forgo and a wioe f ^ fc* preyed faithfully the 
closed with a village S. baroness in the most exaggerated 

ancient Swu, eosUune, whi le a b»™“ ^ ^ ^ ^ ___ , 

dress of the last eeutuiy, ^ Bn ^ composed for the occasion were, 

stvle of admirable hurlesqi ae • ^^unU-pesee and CbcrlJ, sod 

tZZZZZ and"happv ^ ^ 

" Sof amlnTve" bnef nonce nd. here suSec for, pc, haps, iheve 

. 1 U th* »o«l tfrnrem (fJ •« I 1 " *-*T*-*I £«-•*»•, 

• Th# • n C»J •a • S T** “ p- *J* tU Emj'aS d Stlmyt 

In l*i* rnU., C ^* * , Prf - tostj r- 1-0 iSe rx^rr n J »n ttT***f 
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is no similar feature of continental scenery with w lucli the English reader is 
more familiarly acquainted It has a place m the portfolio of every tourist, 
and painter, and troubadour — in every drain ng room album — and is the title of 
a poem, which— when the chateau itself shall have crumbled doivn into the lake— 
will insure by its own immortality that of Chillon The castle consists of a large 
irregular mass of buildings, surrounding a central square tower, winch, till the 
invention of artillery, was considered impregnable, and served in no inconsiderable 
degree to extend the limits of Savoy It was near this point that, in 1275, 
the Count Philip, by a fortunate exploit, gained possession of the whole Pays de 
Vaud Two centuries and a half later, the Bernese, assisted by a hundred 
friends from Geneva, seized this fortress from Charles Y of Savoy The com- 
mandant of Rye, ii ho was charged with its defence, seeing himself blockaded 
by land and water, made little resistance, and a large Savoyard bark, which 
had come to his aid, having fled at the approach of four boats from Geneia, 
he capitulated on the third day of the seige Besides immense bootv, the 
victors found in the chateau several prisoners of distinction, among whom was 
the celebrated Bonmvard, the “ Prisoner of Chillon, who six } ears before had 
,been treacherously seized and shut up in its dungeons 

Next to Chillon, the Chateau of 'WuiHens is the most striking edifice in the 
Pays de Vaud * It is of spacious dimensions, and highly picturesque in its 
Gothic tow ers and commanding position The walls are built entirely of bncl , 
of immense thickness, and appear to have been constructed, according to 
antiquaries, by Bertha, queen of Burgundy, who, as already stated, founded the 
rich Benedictine abbey of Payeme, in 96? The principal part of this ancient 
structure consists of an enormous square donjon in the centre, one hundred and 
seventy feet in height, and flanked at each angle by others in a similar style, 
but of much smaller dimensions These five towers were long considered os 
of Roman construction but various heraldic devices sculptured upon them, fix 
the epoch of their erection to the period already stated, or at farthest to 
the ninth century This chateau forms a magnificent feature m the landscape, 
and commands the whole range of the lake, the mountains of the Vnllais, and 
the gigantic summits of Mont Blanc 

The plate with which we close the present work represents the Hospice of the 
Great St- Bernard founded in 9G2, and the highest inhabited spot m the old 
world + This celebrated Augustm monastery occupies the summit of tlic pass 

• In 1832 ihe population of th s canton «**» US 200 1 but a later ntt mate ra sea it to 1 0 000 The 
ml lary cnitingents are ,W >(J1 „ turn and 50 2 3 franca in money Tie eotoura of the canton are 
la k frttn * 11 1 wl h th« mo t M—Hitrti el Pal t 

f For an Intmiung *p tome of it* 1 nary anc ent and modem see BnektJan t Jjrnr, eu 
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leading into Piedmont, and serves as the well known asylnro of all travellers 
whom curiosity or business may attract to that elevated region The establish 
meat had formerly a vast revenue attached to it, but which, in recent times, 
has been so greatly diminished, as to render annual collections m the adjoining 
countries indispensable for its support 

It is placed on the e'ctreme frontier of the Vallais, directly in the gorge, and 
overlooking a small lake The number of the Brethren is not fixed, it vanes 
from twenty to thirty, but it is rare that more than ten or twelve reside in the 
Hospice They live in the midst of continual pnvations, at an elevation of eight 
thousand two hundred feet above the sea, and exposed at once to the effects of a 
rigid climate, and the dangere which by the rules of their order they are bound to 
encounter at all hours in the service of humanity * Their office is to receive, lodge, 
and supply with necessary food, all travellers who pass the Great St. Bernard 
They are bound, also during the seven or eight dangerous months of the y ear, 
to inspect the roads daily The famous dogs of the convent, which arc trained to 
this duty, have often been the means of restoring to life the exhausted and J alf 
froren traveller Many interesting anecdotes are recorded of their sagauh , 
and the noble breed, we were glad to observe, still forms a considerable colony 
for the relief of future wanderers Should any accident liappen to the traveller, 
lio is retained in the convent till perfectly recovered, and tl cn, if in need, 
dismissed with sufficient means to carry him on lus journey AH this 1 ospi 
tality is bestowed without charge of any kind, and continued where the 
traveller chooses to prolong his stay, for several days The only recompense 
accepted is in the form or voluntary offerings, deposited in a box in the 
chapel, and to which it is hoped, no traveller in easy circumstances passes the 
Great St Bernard without contributing something in token of I is gratitude 
The winter m this region lasts full eight or nuie months, and dunog the 
coldest penod, the thermometer of Fahrenheit has been often observed at CO* 
and on one occasion, at CO" below zero In certain places class. to the monas- 
tery, the snow never melts 

Every year, seven or eight thousand travrllrrs in their passage of the 
\lps arc received and hospitably entertained bv these worthv monks 

• •* Lwt in * *<-»!♦ bor | tor-on esiJSwrui I x b» 1 -jwTb ra '>o U* b lr* «*» 

ttroTl rm In illbrS, in nJifK 1 -, B» 1* hbuwi »fT*nunl it frt—1 « it ttrma C* U 

tar In tnh lnw« ftf-t cr U w fl "T** b* wt r' ** B *’V V P"* 

,nU | nr nMln Lrttt firan K»jr n»l« wJ, «t llsut I it o« cn 1-nrx «»' nliU 

£>• b CpcclKb k>l» »»l d »a K WH p» »m J n r s* l ** 7 “* Tb 
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whose strict attention to their various guests and devotion to the cause 
of humanity ore above all praise. Those who perish in the passage by 
cold or avalanches, are deposited in the cliamel-house, where, owing to the dry 
antiseptic nature of the climate, the features of tlio unhappy victims may be 
recognised for two or three years ; but after that period the muscles shrink away 
and blacken, so as to resemble the bodies of Egyptian mummies. When the 
writer visited the monastery last autumn, this melancholy receptacle contained, 
happily, no recent victims ; but the spoils of mortality with which the floor and 
walls were still covered, presented an appalling spectacle. To sec the Great 
St. Bernard with any thing like gaiety, the stranger should contrive to be there 
at the fete of Notre-Dame-d’Aout, the fifteenth of August, when hundreds of 
the peasantry from the Swiss and Italian valleys attend mass at the chapel, 
and present a thousand amusing contrasts in their national costume and appear- 
ance. It may be superfluous to add, that the greatest event in modem times 
with which this pass is connected, is the march of the French army under 
Napoleon, in May 1800. Arrived at the summit of this tremendous pass, and 
when they anticipated nothing but a repetition of dangers and accidents in their 
descent towards Italy, they beheld, on a sudden turn of the rugged path, “ tables 
covered, as if by magic, with every necessary refreshment. The monks of 
St. Bernard had prepared the banquet ; the army feasted, returned tumultuous 
thanks, and passed on. A few days after this event, the battle of Marengo 
decided, the fate of Italy." 


Note . — It was originally intended that the present volume should have been 
followed by an Appendix; but to have carried this into effect, would have 
exceeded the number of divisions to which the work was necessarily restricted ; 
and the Proprietors being anxious not to encumber the work with a mass of 
mere bterary and scientific matter that might have had little or no reference to 
the engravings, it has been omitted. It is their intention, however, to supply 
this omission under a new form, and to publish a small '* Pocket Itinerary and 
Tourist’s Guide to the Rhine, Switzerland, and Savoy,” with which every 
important subject intended for the Appendix will be incorporated. 
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